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—

INTERROGATORIES

,2 o }
2 {E MONDAY, MARCH 20, 1978 ’
s | - - -
é 3 | House of Representatives,
26 Select Committee on
5 . Assassinations, !
c Miami, Florida. i
: ,
S The committee met at 10:20 a.m., pursuant to ?
a : , ;
g 19 E notice, in the Grand Jury Room, U.S. Attorney‘s f
g i % bffice, Federal Court House, 300 Northeast 1lst é
7 1 ' |
% 12 % Avenue, Miami, Florida, William K. Triplett, Esq., %
§ i3 % Staff Counsel, presiding. | o - |
= i : : '
) i 4 i Present: Albert Gonzales and Gaeton Fonzi, %
% 13 % Investigators; and Edwin Lopez, Researcher. i
% 8 i Also present: Frank A.FSturgis, the witness; é
f e ? and Ellis Rubin, Esq., Attorney for the witness.
§ ‘3 é Mr. Triplett. We will come to order. §
E 7 é. Mr. Shapiro. Sir, I am Herbert S. Shapiro, %
ER % United States Magistrate. I'm a Federal Judge. g

. Would you please raise your right hand?

i
22 |
i

(Thereupon, the witness, Frank A. Sturgis was sworni)

' : |
; INTERROGATORIES OF THE WITNESS, FRANK A. STURGIS |

24§ : Mr. Rubin. Before we begin, Mr. Sturgis has

?3@? |

. a number of friends out there, members of the press.

T
SO RUESCETINTG ZOUMEPANY, ING.
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| 2
,] He has ho.objectioﬁs. They've asked if they could
: be in afténdance at this., I thbught that 1 would ask;
3 if it is permissibie.

_ : The Witness. I would like to correct my Attorney.
§ 3 ‘I'mASOrry to do this to you. Theyfre not my friends
? é. becauSe ihe press ié not mf'friends, |
g ? Mr. Rusin.z PerSonal-acquéintances..

vg 3 Mr. Tiiplétt.. We full underétand“that.;'

ﬁ ’ Mr.vStﬁrgis, it has-been‘the'custom and the

.§ 19 habit of this cbmmittee to conduct closed hearings.
[&] ’ . : .
‘% U | And for that reason, I would point out to you that_
‘i "2 it is.nofzwifhiﬁ the bﬁrview of thié-coﬁmittee to

% - éohduct open hearings at this time, and the press

2 . ' .

@ would be excluded.

g 3 % The Witness. ‘Wéll, one reéson why I'suggestéd
e LI ' : .
Z s ‘that to'my‘Atiorney is to show that~—§ to give me

: i ; some-credibiiiiy that I'm openiy and'honestly, even
= : . :

é ® in the pést, where it‘pertains to: the United States
'E v» Go&ernmeﬁt,»I havevnothing to hidé,naturally. And

< » o o

= % that's one of the réasons'why my Attorney and myself
gQ%%ﬁ%EY! aéked that question.
ﬁéi = % | Mr, Triple§t,.‘We'understand that. However, just
n'éifor the dfderlj éonaucﬁ of tﬁe'heérings we prefer to
.242 have thé:preés excluaed ;t thié timé. | |
;ai'-” Now asjyou aieiawaxe thié proceeding ié being-

DocId: 32252529
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‘L

I transcrrbed and the transcript w111 be prepared of
Vthe proceedlngs and it's” my duty to adv1se you that

lmy name is W1111am Trlplett.;nu:7y“‘

fyPursuant to House Resolutlon 222 and Commlttee

1 Rule 4, I have been desrgnated Counsel on behalf of

t

:the commlttee to take statements under oath and .

8. . o

that ‘8 what we w111 be dorng today.

For the record you are Frank A Sturglsbvyls

. that correct?

4 The Witness.- Yea;“éir;" My7name is.Frank AnthOny

‘Sturgls legally. When I was born 1n Norfolk Vlrglnla,J
JI was born*wrth the name Frank Angelo Frorlni Myr' |
'ffather s name was Angelo Anthony Florinl.v My mother '8
n‘namewwas Mary Vona, V—o-n a. My mother remarrled at”
}a later date whlch 1n turn, legally through the'
'courts 1n‘Norfolk V;rglnla, my name was changed to

'her new husband's name, to Frank Anthony Stnrgls.'

R ot w‘

1I kept my family name as much as I possrbly could

e Mr. Trlplett.‘ Very good
And for the record you are here to make a :

T

§;statement of your own volltion., Thls 1s voluntary

* .-f

'and not under any compu151on. Is that rlght°

The Wltness. Yes,ysrr, as I have done before,t

~1n the Senate Watergate Commlttee.-- well, the Grand,'

-Juryrr-'the Rockefeller Commlttee and any commlttee

" ALDERSON REZ2 ORTING LC'P\NYIMC
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4.

_ pertaining to anytﬁipg, I’have alweys'went Voluntairly;

I was not’subpoenaed nor was it necessary to subpoena
mel

- Mr. Triplett. That's right. That was my next

‘question.

You'refnot:here tnder subpoena, are you?

The Witﬁess; No, sir.

Mr. Triplett;‘ Ahd'You &o heve'éounsel present.
And for the record would Counsel 1dent1fy hlmself°

er; Rubln. Ellls Rubln, Mlaml,:Florida.elA_fv
member of the Florlda and the Federal Bars. | N

Mr. Trlplett. Now at thls ‘time I'm going to hand

you a. copy of the rules of the House Select Commlttee

'on-Assassrnations; House Resolutlon 222, . 433 and 760

Mr. Rnﬁih.- Are ‘we ‘allowed to keep these?
Mr. Tripiett. ‘Yes.
At;this‘time I would request you, Mr. Sturgis,

and YOur counsel, to read Rule Number 4 in the top

Apamphlet 1n that package.

. M Rubin.i Rule Number 4 is entltled “Statehents
Under Oath by Designated Counsel._
Mr;,Tr;plett, .That's correct.

Mr. Rubin. Fine.' We've read Rule 4 and Mr.

'Sturgis‘is aWare'of itS'contents.

Mr. Triplett. Very good.

ALSEFSC%!RE?ORﬂNG COMEANY. INC.
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4

“,

'}~ Now as I mentioned earlier, this entire

SO

‘depoéition wil; be}transcriﬁed_éﬁd you, Mr. Sturgis,j
3 and ydu: Atforney('wil;-bé sent'ﬁhe_o:iginal'of this
+ || deposition, the ofiginal t:anséription,_and asked to
5| sign énd verify'iﬁ; :Agd a£ that time we request you
é | return the signed and verified copy to the House

7 | Select Committee on Assassihatiohs.

20024 (202) SS4-2348

8 i If you have any changes in the transcript or

s 9 desiré to make any,éhapgeé; you should get in touéh 
‘g 10 with myseif and we Q;lllmaké arrépgementS'for you tq'f'
g H' makerthelchanéeé aﬁd;initial those éhanges that you éo
%“‘2 fdesire'to make, and that Qill'havé to be done before

< _ S e I ,

% 2] a Federal MaéiStraté;ff;‘

i o I would sgggesélat.ﬁhié ﬁiﬁé;_poséibly,7ﬁr. Rubih,
P : : : S . : . g
.é ‘S}Ithat‘you might inform the press that it is a closed
? 13 hearing, sihée'they‘fe:ﬁaiting outside.

ﬁ 7 - Mr. Rubin} 'All ‘right.

g '8 o ‘ Mf. Trip1é£t; Now that the presé has béen

£ ’;J_;dVised; one‘furthér:matté:.

g wl rai

Mr. Sturgis, I'm.going_tofhand‘you'a‘Xerox éopy

' i of our Committee Document No. 06327. It's a letter

to the Chief'Coiinsel and Staff Director of the o

L3S T

|
© | Select Committee on Assassinations from the Legislative |
B S S R A ~ |
24 . . e ’ - e R
‘/E Counsel of the Director of Central Intelligence regarding
© i your testimony.. it - § _ : |

i ' ALBERSOM REPORTING COMPANY. INC. & ‘ {
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The Witness. Fine. Can we have a copy of this
also?
| Mr. Triplett. We have a cép& of this for ybu.
Do you understand that letter? Do you have any
problems with it?
.7 The Witneés. No. I understand it.; As fér
as I'm cohcerned there.isvno reason why I shouldn't
appeaf to testify.
Mr. Triplett.- That's correct.
Mr. Sturgis, just a few clarifying questions.
What was the date and place of your birth?
‘The Witness. I was born December 9th, 1924 at
Norfolk, Virginia. '

Mr. Tfiplett. And I believe you've already

i stated your parents full names on the record.

‘The Witness. Yes.

Mr. Rubin. Don't volunteer anything., Just ahswer
his éuestions. It'll go faster.

IMr. Triple£t. And again, I dén't know if jou
told us Whaf was the date you changéd your name?

Thé Witness. I don't recall, but the Government
does have the records of when my name was changed in
Norfolk, Virginia.

Mr;,Tripléﬁt. And whét,was the purpose for

changing your name?

ALDERSOMN RIPORTING COMPANY, INC.




7.

. The'Witnéss; ﬁell; two. One};becausé my mother
i remafried a»S£urgis; and secondiy;vI_thought it was
3 éonvenientiét that.fimé becausé-theré were so many
4 Frank Firoini's in my family.
g S Mr. Triplett. \Just'to ﬁéke‘it veryjcléér; I
G believe on the official court re?ords yOur<former
g 7 'name“wﬁs listed as.frank Firoinio;‘ending~in an "on.
g 3| Was th;tja:clerical é?tor?  o
s 9 Thé Witness. Wéll;‘I'Qeiéiwafs, since the day
c : o T T

LI kasfborn, sighed'ﬁy n&me,and ﬁnéﬁ my<namela§

0| Fetmromiemed. o

20 Mf( Tfiplé&tfk‘whefqidid §6§ a££;ndjgrammar
21 school? o o 7

 The'Witness. Holy Rosary Caéﬁqlicséhéol;

L3 Germant6Wn'Philadelphia; RobseVelg Junior High,

REPORTERS BUTIDTING, WASHINGTON,
©

18 Germantown Philédelphia;'Germantown,High Séhbol,

z f7l Germant9wn’PHiLadelphiar'later I went to William
g i8 | and Mary College in Nérfolk; Vigginié;‘which is the =
£ 9 exfeﬁsion‘Of:ﬁifliaﬁféna ﬁéfy’Coilege;
g -ﬁ~ ‘Mr Tr%pletsi And 'when did you attend Williaﬁ
_’f\%”iandMary’ - l | o | |
_féi 22 3  Th§“Wi£né§sﬂ idh,,égéin we're géing-back 80 many
23€AYéars;ﬁlIt‘Qoﬁidﬁbéf;n‘record. ;rHeQGqﬁérﬁment would
_24%.p$yé'that on rééofd.,”. | |
25 L |

:i_f . Mr. Triplett.. We11¢jﬁst roughly the Year, if yod

DocId:32252529 Page 9.




1| can recall?
2. v The Witness. I wouid.say in the '40's, the

311 late '40's i_Wouid think, yeah, the late '40's.

i~

Mr. Triplett. All right.

g. 5 . When were yqu first marrigd?“

,é' 5 ' .The Witness. I got oqt*df tﬁe,Mar;né Corps in
g 7 - 1945, 1 bélieve"I was:marfiédAih,1946.

'é ) ) "Mr.;Triplett.' And wha£;Waé phe'méideh name

; A 6f your~fir3t.wifez | |

I . o . _ v o .

é 10 ','1 The Wigness,wki'forget éff{hégdilﬁ'

ga}T ';'.‘ Mi]_Triﬂlétt;  ﬁhat:wasjhéfifi;s£ nqmé§f

Y ’ . C oo LS RN ) .

%'12% ?héJW£tneSs%‘:YQQ'Ve-got'pé in‘a blank‘mqmeﬁt.
g 5 Mr. Rubin. Ithllcometohim

% L3N I fTheJWitnesg,Fﬁ;yﬁl;fﬁqme;té”@e. I'm sorry.

§_ 13 ?' ‘Aﬁer:foi§i;t£? "How ﬁaﬁé;tiﬁéS'have'you been

5

1} married? - I i

=
[%]

The Witness. This is my thi:d_time.
‘Mr. Triplett. All right.

What was'théLmaiden name of your second wife?

The Witness. These experiences have been,

"because of the particular time,\ﬁere-vefy unhappy

experiences with me. . Like I say'néw, it's a complete
blank to me. -

I”Mr: ifipléﬁt.'.ﬁquoﬁ‘recéll when and whére)yod’

-3
[ ]

‘married your second wife?

ALGERSOM RIFORTING CTCMPANY. NG,
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Virginia. -

The Witness. At Norfolk, Virginia. My second .

wife at Nbrfoik, Virginia and myifirst.wife I think

was in Carolina. South Hili, North‘Carolina, ilbelieve

it was.

rﬁr; Triplett; And your fi?st wife.-.Did you
divorce her? |

The Witness. My first wife? She died.‘ My
sgecond wife, we divorced. As a matter of fact I was

heré and<shé applied for a divorce and I did not

' contest it.

Mr. Triplétt."And do you know where your second

wife is presently located?

E T SR,
Ll TG

a%iﬁThe Witness. No, I don't. I assume Norfolk,

Fira ) ie

S

_Mr. Triplett. And you remarried a third time?

O S LA

The Witness. Yes.

Mr. Triplett. And what was the maiden name of

‘your third wife?

The Witness.  Hunt, H-ii~-n-t.
- Mr. Triplett. And what is her first name?

The Withess. I -call her Janet. She calls

" herself Jan‘Hunt;_

';‘Mr» I:iplétt,ﬂ,And'when and where,did you marry

her? -

PR

<.The ‘Witness. Here in Miami, Florida.

ALTERSOM BEFCRTING COMPANY. (NC.
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10

f Mr. Tripleff; Approximatély.when?
: The Witness. Oh, it's 15 years, I think. The#e
3 things are.§ery minor things. |
* Mr. Triplett. So that would be approximately
§ 51 1963 you married her?
Soef The Witness. '63. Possibly '62. Sixteen, 17
g' 7 years.
:E: 3 i Mr. Triplett. All right.
j 7 And you're still married to her?
§ 10 ! The Witness. Oh, yes, sir, certainly. Very
é ”" happily married.
i 12 i Mr. Triplett. All right.
g 3 g When did you fifst:enter the military service?
2 e The Witness. I joined the United States Marine
% ‘53 Corps,. volunteered,when I turned 17. Well, I was
i Bt years old, in Germantown Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
: 17 Mr. Triplett. And_going»baqk, approximately what -
% s year was that when you were 17?
E 7 | Thé‘Witness; It wéuld be 19 what, ;42 I believe.
s W ;.Yeah,‘l'1942.
Eﬁ%@%;z1i Mr. Triplett. And what units were you in? Do
53? 2 %yau recall? |
23 |
| The Witngss. I believe so.
24? _ I took about seven weeks-of-basic.fraining in
23 | o ‘

H
1

ﬁthe.Marine Corps at Paris Island, South Carolina. I
i

l ALDSRECN SEZPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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lgot’bn'the:H. T. Alien,‘they sent nme’ through the
3 7Panama Canal- went to Amerlcan Samoa.v I was in a

1tra1n1ng outflt there and I volunteered for the Flrst

Ralder Battallon whlch was on Guadocanal. ,I.was

'jsent to Guadocanal to ]01n the Flrst Battallon,‘and I

’stayed w1th the same Company untll the end of the war.‘

W

So Flrst Ralder Battallon and then we lncreased

.IwefWere 1osrng.the‘war then;,‘Our actlonsjwas commando._

'ntype act1v1t1es.;'

The Flrst Marlne Battallon, theIFirst.Marine ;dlf

Reglment to the Flrst Marlne Brlgade to the Slxth
“Marlne D1v1sion, to the Tenth Army under the command
of General Buckner, who was Army Commander of the

iTenth Army, whlch we made the 1nvasron of Oklnawa.

Mr. Trlplett.‘ What rank d1d you attaln in the

»Maiihaszf'

‘VThe'Witnesg.l Cornoral. ‘Ihuasldischargedf—e wéi;,.
imy rank fluctuated And when I was dlscharged I
rireally forget. I uas a Corporal I thlnk I was ‘a

Corporal when I was dlscharged

‘:v‘

“;ﬂr{ Trlplett. You say your rank fluctuated

&

o2 N

Bl ;( '

QWere you hlgher than a. Corporal durlng times7f<f

rrrrrr

The Wltness.? Well, durlng the tlmes ‘you had

factlng Sergeants and so forth.' And belng out in: the

jungles and out 1n the lslands there, 11ke.one,t1me:"

;h

'+ ALCERSONM RISCRTING < fPAbY JNC.
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I went on a bomblng rald over Bouganvxlle that I

was not supposed to go from Guadocanal, and when I

'came back I, you khoW;'lost”mygrank;ﬂ But these are

"

‘;,the quctuatiohsg

wn

fkreoelve 1n the Marlnes? Dld you recelve any spec1a1

. ~t

'itype of tralnlng?

T on-

'7spec1allzed, well, a. hlghly tralned organlzatlon as

'

fwere tralned spec1f1ca11y to do behlnd thed$

]act1v1t1es., For 1nstances, assa931nations

5Vepémy3en¢ampmentsé These are the types that”we?dld

|
!
13 s
S
S
L
16"
TZﬂf
i
i
SR Ai_' .1
g | vt k

awe were 1031ng the war, so . we had to operate

\tlthefegemyﬂlines;‘H:J

4

Hfﬂr.fTripiéttjﬂlﬁkay1

Where d1d you recelve thls ralder tral

“

ﬁ;ffT The Wltness.g Oanmerican~Samoa:_ And the
R . g

‘ﬁltralnlng contlnually, naturally, as we went from
26 . i S
| operatlon to operatlon.i,It_was cont;nuous;training

out in the Paelflc.”

SCk'REPORT&<:-:CMr*NY INC.
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'1Mr;"Trip1ettf What types of tralning dld you;z

}p;fp The W1tness.‘ Well, the Marlne Corps was a‘hlghly
~3a whole,f But when I jolned the Ralder Battallon, weig

,glnflltratlng
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EXS

O~

- bars there in Norfolk, Virginia.

%Naval Air Reserve, stationed at Norfolk Naval Air

~did receive an honorable discharge.

13

Mr. Triplett. What typébbf dischargé did . you
receivé from fheFMafineé?' |

fhe Wigness. Hoﬁorable diécﬁﬁrge.

Mr. Triplett. What did ybu do after you were
discharged from'the'Marines as far as an.occupation?

The Witness. I éame home and because of thé
influence of-my family, the Fiorini family in
Norfolk, Virginia, I got on the Norfolk Police
Départment.‘ I spent -- not at theibeginning -~ but
I was a plain clothes police officer. I did go
through training that we had which they called the
‘Police Academylfraining.

And from then I was working as manager. of several

Mr, Triplett. Did you subsequently enter the
military service, any other military service?

The Witness. Yes. I was in the United States

Station as a Radio Gunner there. And eventually I

Mr. Triplett. When did you enter the Naval

Reserve?

The Witness. Oh, that was, ‘I would say after

I got off the Police Department. I would think it

might have been in '46 or '47. I'm not too sure of

ALDERSON RESORTING COMPANY. INC. |

15
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ann 7TH STREET,

! ‘the date.

.il | ﬁ£.'Tri§1ett; 'Did'i”ﬁnderéﬁaﬁdiybu éofrectly,'
3{',you were-éﬂfadiO'gunﬁgr?' |

* ~ " The Wiéness.,.ieah,~in a PBY Squadron on the

s Navalfkir Stétioﬁ.' |

sl Mr. Triplett,'.What.was‘ybuf function as a

‘?' :radié gqnner?} o | |

3 Tﬁe Witngss?ﬁfWeil; we took 6ﬁ£ trainin§ with
9‘-~the.PBY‘S;"ﬁe'léarnéd radio. And wéaééhs was no -
1o préblem because i:hadfmyibasic ﬁraiﬁing with thé'
1.1 Marines ésifar as'weappns-Were concerned.

12 'Mr,_Tripléft. Aﬁd'did you receive any special
3 training in,the‘Navai RegerVé?f

e _The:Witnesst Né, sir. I was already prior
HA; trained. - | A |

ié Mr. Tripiétﬁ,’that;:ank éi&'ybu attain in the
V I.Navai Resgrvéé". | H | B |

s | The Wiinéss; 'Séaman}for whate&er.

e Mr. Tribléﬁf; .Aéain, approximateiijhén did
2 - you gnliét,in the'Nava1‘Réserve~and when we;e yéu-

'discthgei?J,}.4

The Witness. .Honést, it's a cqmblete blank.

Ydufgéhévé?tp chgck;witbfthem;:you_know, the military

N .

) K
. [SUIIER %

records.

"o

tn

we. Triplett. okay.

i

O " | ALDERSON REPCRTING COMPANY..INC.
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.Reserve?
" a couple of years. Maybe more, maybe less.

- you receive?

in the Merchant Marine?

 Customs clearance, 'a security clearance, which I

15 -

}Rdughly,:how many yeafs_wefe'ybufin thelNaédl .
f The'Wi£nessf4'Oh, I would séy“I staye§iwith them
Mr. Triplett.  And what type p? discharge did

. ,'TheFWitness.. anorable.dischaféé.
iIMr. iriéléft; Tﬁid yoﬁ‘subseéﬁénfiy enli9£ in
fhe-Mérchang:Marinez' | |
lThé,Wifﬁessf' fes. 1

Mr. Triplett. And when did you enroll, or enlist

The Witness. “Aéain, it's so many.yeats back.
Mr. Triplett. -Early:ﬁSO'é; iate;fSO's; eérly‘

'60's? | S : .

:Thé Wifness;f'It cbuidlﬁe,_yes, I wOuld.say
in thétfébjég ngﬁ;deEfihQ ia£é'f40's maybe, or b
early,’SO'g.

Mﬁ}fTriifétf?‘iAhdﬂWhéf_kind of ffaining,'ifﬁ

any, did you receive in the'MerChant_Marines?

~“The Witness. '‘Actually no training'at_all.':Because

Marine YOu'héd to be_éieared, You had to«get avu.s.

I did join the union. 1In drder‘to~g¢t in}the Merchant ,i
|

i
i

‘did get that security clearance. “And I was part of - ?

: ' : - : i
ALDERSOM REPORTING COMPANY. INC. , L
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~ ‘the unign,,thé Maritime Union in Norfolk, Virginia.

1.

. And through' them I,natﬁrally‘received certain jobs

‘on Metchantlships,_
Mr. Triplett. okay.

In line with those jobs, did you have occasion

;M;o travel?

The Witness. Yes, sir.

Mr. Triplett. And do you recall, or can you

.Iist some of the'ports you traveled to during that

period?

-Thé(WitheSs.' Well, I'llhgive'you.qne in particular
"I.went'ﬁo theonéaup in'Gréenland,fwhiéh:was one'of»out
biggest air bases that we had, about 200 miles this

-side of the North Pole. I'm trying to remember the.

name of it. - I forget the'name‘ofvit, but it's one

of our'biggest'béSég.wefHad,‘milita:ijases we had

“invGreénland.

" Mr. Triplett. And did you have occasion to

-;travel back and forth between £his country and Européx

-in the Merchant Mariné?

'mhe,Witness. »VYe-sf

Mf. Triplett. Apprpximately‘how iong were
you in the Merchant Marine? |

The Witness. .th too long. 1I'd say possibly
a year, a yeér.and a héif,-apprbximateiy..

ALCERSCSN REPORTING COMPANTY, IMC.
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‘were doing it more with foreign carriers than they

+.did you do as far as an occupation is concerned?

‘on Virginia Beach, Virginia. I also was part owner

"partner. I had a bar on Main Street in Norfolk called
" the -~ I was part owner in that."It's béen SO many

"years ago.
- I was part owner at this bar and then when we sold

“Marine thing.

17
Mr. Triplett. tAnd what was your reason for
léaving’thé‘Merch&nf.Marine? .
The Wiﬁness.- Thg-situatiohy international
situation.withvﬁhe Unitéd States Government as far

as shipping was'concerned, was getting very bad. They

were with American carriers, and naturally American
unions were a little upset with that. So I could

not make a iiving really, by staying with the Merchant

Marine.
Mr. Triplett. I see.

And after you left the Merchant Marine, what

The Witness. Well, I had a night club that

I was involved with called the Top Hat Night Club j

in that. Mt. Arthur Bass was my patron and also my

Anyway, before I went with him to the night club

the bar that's when I started to go to the Merchant

And one of the reasons why I quit the Merchant

R - 1
ALDERSOMN REPORTING COMPANY, INC. i
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Marlne was: because ‘he conv1nced -me to go into the
business of the nlght club. Now it's comlng back.
Mr. Arthur Bass.

'so.I went lnto the night club buslheSS with him;’t
This was another reasonvwhy I discontinued_goihé with
the Merchant Marine. |

Mr. Triplett. And how long were you.in the nlght

club’ bu31ness w1th Mr. Bass?

E

The Witness. I imagine a good couple:ofﬂyears.
Mr. Triplett. And follow1ng that, dldfyou‘
subsequently enllst in the Unlted States Army’

‘ The.wltness. Yes, I,dld.

"Mr; Trlplett. Approximately'whehy'ifgyouirecall;

»_didﬁybu.enlistﬁﬂn the United States Army? .

'Thelwithess;. I 1maglne it would be 1n the '50 S.

ThlS was at the time of the Ru551an blockade of Berlln.

When I jolned the Army, I° 51gned up 1n Norfolk,

Vlrglnla. I belleve 1t was Norfolk Vlrglnla.;f

'went~to Fort Dlx, New Jersey.. I passed my OCS test A

and they were gOLng to send me to Offlcer Candldate

E!School, and I;askedjlf they had one in,EuropeVand

'Ztheyfsald yesgvthey did;' And they 11ed to me.vt

. ~ . - N . v
-So when -I went to Europe I found out that the

gArmytlied to’me and they d1d not have an Offlcer

SF

;Candldate School there. That I would have to;stay in,

e

CALD E;"-::'SO?-! F.E"?:O ATING COMPANY: INC.
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Youvknow,raIYéar in order to come'back to'the‘States}
and go. to the Offlcer Candldate School back here.
So I 1mmed1ate1y asked to go overseas and a few

weeks later -- I dld not have to get tralnlng because

I,waSgsent to,'I believe it waerarburg (phonetic),
Germany;-whrchvwas a repondepot,there} a,replacement
outfit.there, where they sent me'tOrBerlin, Germany,'
and I was witb:the:Fourth-Regiment there, and I was
with Generai'CIay‘s Honor Guard,

| 'Mr; Triplett. What'was your‘purpoSe in asking
- to be sent to Enrope2'\ |
ThegwitneSs;j‘folgo'tnrougn 0£ficer'Candidate'.
Schbol. | “ | | |

r.'Triplettf‘ Wél;;,orficer Candidate School

wassavaiiable'here; but‘you said you wanted to go to
OCé inQEbrope%~fﬁbat¥ﬁasrfoﬁr}purposetin'wanting to

- go to-Enrope°-

P

19

of my prlor tralnlng and because of ny - combat experlence

The W1tness.--We11 I wanted to .go back~to Europe

because I had been to Europe before and I llked
AEurope.- And I"felt well, I'd prefer to go to Enrope
and I was hav1ng problems with my flrst wife at that
-tlme and I just wanted to get away from the Unlted

States.

ALDERSOM RIPORTING C 'quvxvc
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_ ,E . Mr. Tfiplett. 'Now will you again describe, you
ﬁ 17 »say‘ybﬁ‘had secufitf cleérance a£ Héidlébﬁ:g?f. |
g @ " The Witness. Oh, you would have to havg security
& » . . _ se
§_‘W  91earance with the Armed Service>SeCuritY*Agencyf
§‘ 20 M?. Triplett. okay. - | |
.u€§§§§%ér% , AExactly:whﬁt were yéur’f§ﬁ¢£ionst§é?e?
Jﬂ;f a2 Ew The Witness. Well my functions were, I was . §
?3%;pnder commandlof, I believe;he wégja First‘Sergeénf,
- , o o ‘ i
g‘f_Qho was directly in command of a Colonel and my

DocId: 32252529

7 which was headquarters, UCOM Headquarters, and I was

20

T '%_7:Thé*Wi?néséifuifwaslﬁigchérgedfa‘PFC4in the Army..
2 oh, when I left Berlin, Germany, I was having
3 a'verYTéioéégégﬁai::with"a young_lady-thefe.who happened

to be going'wifh a Colonel on General Clay'é Staff;

3 'sq I was immediately sent out of Berlin back to Marburg,
éﬂ*VWhich‘in turh‘they $ent me to Heidléburg, Germany,

8§ | assigned to Armed Security Agency, which I had the

9 clearance for.
100 Mr. Triplett. Okay.
" I... - Besides Marburg, Heidleburg and Berlin,_were

12 1 you Stationéd in anyUOtherpraces-in Europe?"
131°  ~'The Witness. Not that I recall. I went other
le. placeé in Europe, but these were the places that I

13 y'was~actually.stationed._"' ’ ‘ R ' -' |

~functions was ‘typing, which if you asked me to type

ALDERSON RITPORTING CCMPANT, INC. |
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Ir.’f'i:cs‘cléty I*couidn%t do because I haéeﬂ'i typed . in $6°
2 smeny yea:s. B received.traiﬁing for prinéfat that
3| time befqresi went there. Andfene'efemy dyfies wes-
*! to type .the "C" numbers on all classified and top
-é 151;ses:eﬁedocumests the# we'burnedein ;gé ineisetator;
%’ 6 i And this'stuff_hatdrally was aetivisies“ceneefning-
g 7vrbur’headguarters, the UCOM Headquarters 1n Europe.
g 8 | -Mf._Tsiplett. What functions dld you have.
: 7 besides ﬁypihg?
g WQII ”;The;Witsesso That's it.
'§ H Mr. Triplett. ﬁid yoﬁ-reeeive~any‘specialized
;i 12"traiﬁing’intﬁhe—ArmY?l.
E 13 | The-Witness. My trainingAin the Armj, as I
'2 M*;went along, wes beeng tralned agaln. Basic ﬁilitary )
g‘ 13 ?tralnzng Qas not necessary because of my past mllltary
i E \tre1n1ng, but spec1allzed tralnlng. - For 1nstance 
i 7‘l11ke Aer“Securlty Ageseé. As you weﬁt elesgf§ou:
e -
é '8 recexved that partlcular type of tralnlng.
'E s Mr; Trlplett; Well, I presume you were tralned’
; f@ in somethlng other than typlng. What, if anythlng,
~Eﬁ%§%%1?$were‘you-t;a{ned ;n‘w1th;s the‘eonf%nes'of;Army
Q%f ;‘isecurity? B |
}.’ﬂ -The Witness. Just to_type'tpese’?C“'numbers
2¢éof the classified documents and toé secret documents
. . .

that were going to be'deStreyed'by fire in the

ALDERSON RESORTING COMPANY, INC.
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7.,22'
ihcineratof. That was my partlcular ]Ob and that was.

K it I don t think anybody needed speclallzed tralnlng

hjx to do that.
- 4: M;.»Triplett.: Yeu also mentioned you we:e in
5,.§ éeneral Clay s Honor Guard? | | ‘- _: |
5 § , The Wltness..'Yes. B E
§:'7' a i;T@t;;TptpleyttgiWhatﬁekaetiy'was~the hdhhfiéuafd
g 3 ¥ and’ what was your’ functlon 1h it? | e
fz s 7y The Wltness;- Well theffuhetieneof:thé%ﬁeﬁer
hg 10 Guard was a spe01allzed group of ﬁiiitary péé&&nﬂe;l
'§ y” that was tralned séec1f1cally4that when any hlgh
i 'ﬁ ranklng officer or politlcal VIP that came 1nto the_&.-
lg 1 ~area, at the alrport to mllltary bases, th¢.§9E9§:
i_ & éuard-would perfbrm;for these\partlcular péaﬁié.?y
.g w”yrg ;TQMr. Trlplett.A So ‘it was more ‘a shew fuhctloh :
‘f' Hi rather than a mllltary functlen°’ | { .
: V s The Wltness. Mllltary, rlght._’You weuiéh;allj
g '8 lt a“mllltary funct1on if a General came in,! gaggkﬁaﬁ.
EJI?'That would'be.a.show mxlltary_functlon fo;'theht’ﬂit
.§v2dzlooked good S - | = o j
”Eﬁ§§%%2!fvf‘ U?ht. Trlplett. Okay,. Let s get 1nto'a?9ther
7= z:;agea,j‘j T
ol g - - ‘ . v o _
4.§f . I want to know 1f you had any relatlonships w1th
24‘giany Unlted States- Government Intelllgence Agencyﬂ whether:
25

éltfbe FBI, CIA, M;lltary Intell;gence or whatever. Have

i
b

CALSERSON XTPORTING COMPaNY, INC.
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-Yoo‘had any'relarionships wifh any.of those<agencies
viAehumerate&, or aﬁyiofher Federal Government
intelligence“agencies?_ o
The Witness’ Zes, sir.
Mr. fripiett; " And whatyoas your first‘oontact
with any? |
The Witness.’ Well,.I‘Was in the.mountains in
Cuba with.ﬁidel Casrro. My firSt contacr with any
was w1th the Vice-Consul in Santlago, Cuba. One
of my»m1351ons when>I came out of the mountalns was'
jto dellver.some secrer messages to the underground
in Santiago,,
Wheh‘IIWas in‘éantiago.l»always went to the
;Casa Granaefﬂotel, which was the biggest’horel there,
yand'one evesing, which was on a Friday,nI sat oown | |
to play:binoo:and an#Americahicaﬁe'to myﬁtabie‘asd made:
contact w1th me and was playlng blngo, and he ldentlfled
hlmself as ‘we went along ‘in a few hours, he told me

was the V1ce~Consul.v Also, he was the Chlef of the

CIA statloned there 1n Santlago.

And he . questloned me and so forth This is where
I flrst started to spy on Castron’ forces for the . - 1

Unlted,States Government.

Mr. Triplett.: So that was your flrst contact°

’ThesWitness.A Yes, sxr._A

AALSERSO:‘-" REPCRTING COMPANY. INC.
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Mr. Triﬁlett. 'And that would have been what,
M1958? |
) The Wifness.. I would say'it wés 1958,
approximately. Yes . Now what mbnth I don't know, sir.
Mr. Tfiplett. And this was while Batista was
'still in power in Cuba?
The Witness. Yes, sir.
Mr. Triplett. Do you recall the name of the
Vice-Consul?
The Witness. I did have the name of the Vice-
“Consul, It's on record, His name is on record.
Mr. Triplétt. Would it be Clafk Wollen?
The Witness. No, sir., No. Mr. Wollen, I
believe, was the Consul, but the Vice-Consul -- as
a matter of.fact this gentleman is retired today.
It'll comé'to me. Unfortunately I didn't know what
questions you were going to ask me, otherwise I would
pave written it down because‘I have it at h ome; 1
would have written down his name. |
| Mr. Triplett. But in anf event you could brbvide
'thét'name later té Mr. Fonzi or myself?
The Witness. Oh, certainly. As a matter of
fact I think I spoke to Mr. Fonzi before, spoke to
ﬁim about him. I gave him the name. But I could

'give Mr. Fonzi his name. No problem.

ALCERSOMN RIPCRTING COMPANY, INC.
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Mr. Triplett.. Okay.
While you were gathering this 1nformatlonv

'presumably in 1958, were you pald for these serv1ces°

4o

The Wltness. I was offered money,.but I refused
1t end the reason why I refused 1t ‘was the fact that
I felt that in help;ng my country at that partleular
:time, I had my own‘resOurces which-was with Castro. |
-ﬁoney was no problem, so I didn't feel-that-I needed
to takefmoney from my own Government'who‘I voiuhterily;
-jwhen he asked to go ahead and spy for the Unlted
Wstates Government there. |
:Qj' ur. Triplett. So yoo‘rejected'any money at

i that time?

?4 The Witness}¢ Actually, yes.
Jﬁg.g‘ f.M‘,iTripiett;;VWhen,did-you first arrive in
e Cuba? e

R

. The Wltness. .Well;'myiconnection with the‘-}
oh; myfuﬁclé, after I got out of the Marlne Corps,

I ‘came to M1am1 to llve and my uncle marrled a Cuban

lady, a'young lady,‘at that time, whose family was

«Lz 100 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUTLDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 200?6 (202) SSuw-2345
o

K
3

il

here in exile. -This is how I had a source =-- naturally

e
AN
NS

7I”hao a family,;or married into my family. This

rD
[S\)

was on the Vona side. 'My uncle's name was Angelo

1% T
oo

Vona. He marriedhthis young lady, which he's still

|
wn

married to today. I have not been in contact with them.

¢
[T
{

N . ALDERSSMN RTECRTING COMPANY, INC,
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) fbr aVnumberfbfL§eare; ‘I don’ t know where he s‘at;‘
ji; And mylconnectlon wzth the.Cuban colony wae throngh -
, 'e3 )hlS famlly.:ef | v ,
L f{w ) . F1de1 left Mex1co,.came to the Unlted States}
& J§:§§w and.I met F1de1 here 1n the Unlted States._ This ;1
' éQ'é; 1s how I got 1nvolved in the Cuban‘}e>
% ‘f: | ‘:V;Mr; Trlplett-ﬂ (Interp031ng) ThlS was after .you.
gs ?» got out of the Mar1nes7 g}ﬂjjfl M | | |
ﬁi' 9;.{ﬂ5j: Therwltnees;w‘Yeah;\i;ﬁ' L |
~§'f° ;fi:[,fgﬂ? Tlélett.; Would'that be before you went
.é Jﬁ; 1nto the Army’ ;j, -‘L'“"~ .‘ .
.i 12 - The Wltaess;h‘Yeah ‘The flrst contact with the,
'é‘-Qﬂicnbanhexile,people; B |
;i’!4ilfﬂ' Then I met Car&os Prlo; the—ex-Presldent of
g 1SJ‘gCuba and I had an assoc1at10n w1th hrm.? As tlme nent
Li hf.oﬂill bellete it was,<1t mlght have been '56,'or '57,
;i'fﬁ ae tlhe.went on'I traed to conv1nce Pre51dent Carlos_;
g 8 Prlo that the people, ‘his. gorllla force in the o
,E- i?»mountalns of Cuba was'not very.actlve., That 'T. feltg;j
S

: that 1t mlght be a good 1dea for me to go there to'“

1ghe1p in the tralnlng of the gorlllas and to’ step up

ft;the mllltary actlons there. f

"ga, He agreed but that wasn t the questlon.i,The
da S : o
f équestlon that he needed was naturally the arms thatﬂ

| NS
in

the gorllla forces needed to- flght agalnst the Batlsta

DocId:32252529 Page 28




'f forces.
2 So it wae‘deciaed that.I Qeﬁid,go-and join
_? ‘the CastroAforces because he wahted to knoﬁ what was .
E 'going oh‘withgthe.Castre forces becaﬁseihe wae, at
§ S tiﬁes,“helping financehFidel'Castro.
i , .
26 Mr. Triplett. Okayf
% 7 Thie was a deeision.between‘you and‘Carles Prio?
g § The Witness. Yes.
: ? Mr. Triplett. So when did you'finally.ge'to
z ‘0"cuba? | . . - | | | # ‘
'é NN R The Witness. Well, let's make it 1957. Within
i 12 hthat‘range. | | | ’,
g 13 Mr. Tripiett. ' And where did YOu reSi&éﬁthen‘
2 e Wheh“yoﬁ'arrived in Cuba? ~
% 13 3 'h h. The Witness: I made contact directlytwith the
% 13 :gatholie Church. I went to Santiago and-I'Yééfih
i Vl, tqﬁch with certain people in the Chureh there Ghb
gv m-:~£§6k‘me persenaliy - i'm;serry; they didn!é}taﬁé
.E F me personally --.they told me to go to Moton%os.‘tToA
§ 0 'go to the Cathollc Church there, which I made contact

,w1th a prlest there who took me out 1n the country31de

AN f'to meet a Cuban fellow ‘who was the manager of the
. . ) ‘s-l
23.
~Coca Cola plant there in Montonzo. And I stayed at
24
‘ his place where he took me to a farm house thls 51de
75 ' '

of the mountalns where I walted for a Cuban patrol

. r,-~ .

ALCERSSN RESCRTING COMPANY, INC.
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. »P'Aage', »

When I say'Cuban, I mean a gorilla pétrél, to pick
me up and take me into the mountains to see Fidel.

S0 I did not see Fidel for.a,periéd of about

28

_bh, I would say seven or eight days later; that I came

:é&ross'Fidel. I forget the name of the small -~ in

 ‘the mountains -- a smallxcopglomeiate of houses that

~ were along the mountain side and this is where I

met Fidel again. Because remember, I met Fidel in

-Miami, Floridaibefore he went to Cuba.

Mr. Triplett. All right.
Once ybu met Fidel, I presume-you1joined up
with him, or stayed with him?

- The Witness. Well, not exactly joined with

‘him-beéause'my~sympathiesvwere with the Cuban exiles

‘against the Dictator Batista.
It was decided later with Prio that I would
go ahead and join Fidel's group of peopie,

Mr. Trip;etﬁ, And priorpto Fidel taking over

i “and ‘throwing out Batista, what functions did you

ﬁerfbxm fdt Mr. Castro?

The Witness. Helped train the gorillas in the

“mountains{'went-od_missions, secret missions for

messages; bought guns and equipment’fbr the Castro

"forces; delivered these guns and equipment to the

Castro forces.
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When therrevolution was'finished, I went to

' Havana about a week later.

Mr. Triplett. Let me interrupt and back up
here.

You say you went on,secret missions. Were these

~-the secret missions you referred to earlier as being

directed hy the Vice-Consul, Or were'these.eecret
1mission5'on'behalf cf Fidevaastro?

' The WitneSS.u Yeah these secret mlss10ns on'
-behalf of the gorilla forces. ~But they‘were'aware,
of most - of ny. act1v1t1es. | o

ler; Trlplett;i All rlght.

And once Fidei Castro was victoriots1rohat
efunctlons did you perform'at that time? -

- The Wltness; Well, I went a week later to
~Hayaﬁa“andA11changed overafrom-the Cuban-Army -
rather the;hehel_Argy‘e-’to‘the‘duhan AithorceQ
o My{friehd 3Pedro;bie£ Leaz, who on ene of
the other mlssions durlng this perlod of txmeo him
and I left Santlago and came over. That's how we
made contact and we got to be very'frlendly.

Pedro,was nominated Commander-ln-Chlef of the

nCuban Air Force. I was made the Dlrector of Security,

whlch 1s a hlgh ranklng 1nte111gence pos;tlon.

Now —- go.ahead -- thls waS'my posxtlon at that
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‘ftég rﬁafﬁicularitine;_h" . R | "
'?i’”@;._fh_h' Trlplett.fiWhenfyou saj hireotorrof"'
'ﬁfi secutlry.‘ ,. “ | ST
s The Wltness.f'(Interposlng) For the Cuban Alr
év 5_‘ Force, or'the FAR whlch lS ‘the Revolutlonary Alr Force;
5 S _ _
g :5;'hhi”’;er..Trlplett.‘ And‘what were:your functaons>as
:§3'5h';5irect§r of Secur1t§ for the Alr Force’ 3
/é‘?é; e The Wltness._ I malntalned all of the”securlty.,
fﬁzf?'ifof all the mllltary bases 1n51de of Cuba.‘ I set up-
S N e : i R )
;g'f@ 1an 1nte111gence apparatus for Castro out51de of Cuba,fo
;é‘:uu'»namely{ln the Unlted States whlch 1n turn I notlfled
R R P : : a7
ii"n \?the Government of the Agents that were being set up'
rngggrhere.» Set up an)rntelllgence apparatus here 1n the
fi :ﬁf’ Unlted States through the Cuban A1r Force.» |
.% f3i7§i‘*?1At the same t1me the Amerlcan Governnent was-*7
:§ id adrlsed of these Cuban agents worklng 1n the Southv
:;??hfg;orrda.area: | E
B P RO
N ) i so that was. hot ‘clandestine ‘as; faras ‘the
_h*g'?bf Amerrcan Government was concerned° -
Zﬁéégfétf . The Witness.v Certainly 1t was clandestine.,
f;{f;fE Trlplett. Well, was the Amer1can Government“>
'?fi aware of the names and.actlultles of‘these Cubans?
Qééivy .The Wltness.‘ Sure. I gave them the namesﬂof
R )

the agents that was belng formed and sent here to spy

ALDERSIN ‘REPORTING COMPANY. ING. .
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'] "for the Cuban Governmenti
2 : Mr. Triplett. And was ?iéel Castro of’Pedrq
3 ﬁiez Lanz'aQare tha£ you,were ﬁrovid;ng this ipforﬁatiof
: “to the'Unitéd.sﬁgtes GbVerhmeﬁ#?‘ |
g: s —2The Witness. I'm h&t sure?Whether théy were:.
2 g fuNc, i/aon‘t think so beéauée they aid not know of
g 7 ‘my contact with the Embassy at that time. .
é 3 I was advised to make contact with Colonel
j 3 Nichols. Colonel Nichols was'the military’attache;
g 10 “for'fhe'cﬁban Air force.
-é M h Mr. Trip1e£§,  Aﬁd.is h§tthé oné to whom,ybu
i jz _*pro?iaedﬁthe names of”these ;gents? |
g 13 fﬁe’Witness; Not only‘prévided the names of
i ““ | these agents but also thé various éonspiracies that
% 13 : Were.takinq:plaCe‘within HéVana, of people from .
§ 18 Wcésta Riéa, from‘Panamag pedpléifrOmAthe"Dominicéh‘
»i ﬁ | ﬁephblid, pedple'from.Hati.'vThé various‘Céntraﬁ
é 8 :~aﬁd ééﬁth American;éoﬁn£riéé1came £héré tfying”to‘4
g ﬁékéfﬁsﬁtééffdifectif'ﬁitﬁfFfde; 6r members of the
. 3o Vhiergchy, whiéh I was part of this. 'But‘they théﬁselveé
'Egiiﬁ%?12*caﬁiﬁfﬁof gét airect contacﬁ #ith Eidel which ﬁas
?éf é %“very veryjdifficult because of the turmoil that was
: ‘jg?ing on #here,'- |
o I Wésrcqﬁtacted and I wa§ involved in the |
» hﬂcénspifacigéito ovgtfh;ow ana‘sehé gérilla forces into §
i

i : ALDES 2 ZPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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the Central'American countries and these Caribbean
things which again the American Government was being
advised through me.

Mr. Triplett, Were any Castro agents arrested
as a réSult of this information you were giving the
“AmericanAGovernment? |

The:Witness. No, sir, and I'll tell you the
reason why. Because I didn't find out until years
‘later that through.many of the meetings that we had
had in Havana at the very béginning, many of us
suspected that the American Embassy was helping in
‘guiding Fidel Céstro, especially CIA.

At one of the heetings.I.was asked to bypass

“the Embassy and go directly to Washington, D.C. to

1 make contact with Mr. Hoover because being that we

‘were strongly anti-communist and because of the

rinformation that many of our people had and the

‘contacts that they had pertaining to the Embassy,

-had the sympathies of many of the Embassy personnel

-and also of the CIA personnel a551st1ng Castro whlch,
‘at that time, we didn't know this definitely. But

| we suspected it. Later we found it was a true fact.

So I did bypass with information pertaining toi

the Castro brothers and pertaining to many of the

-Communists who were being put in various positions by

ALCERSOM RISORTING COMPANY, INC.
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18 Jthemselves had,

o tpe Castro brcthers, which we wefe‘définitely againét;

2y So I went. on a special mission to'Washingtoh.
- Made contact'with,the Federal Bureau of Invéstigation.

I believe -~

s

I did not speak with Mr.

n

but I believe I spbké.to hiS‘right-hand'manf,

K L ME. Triplett., Do you recall hls name’l

7 o vThé'Withésa; No, s;r, Iidon,tf' But 1t should

8 | be on record.

7 Mr. Triplett. Would it be Sullivan or DeLoach
10 ) (phonetic)? .Do those names =--
1 3 The Witness. No, sir. It's been

(Interposing)
12 gptmany years I don't recall,
.Triplett.~

13 Mr. " Olsen?

The Wltness.A I"dén't tecall.

CAs “, But later on Pedro Dlez and Marcus Dlez Lanz

elther one 0of them . had contact,

A .kpersonal contact w1th Mr._Hcover.

I Mr~.' Trlplett. l_ Now wl"xen‘_wavs "this ycu went.}_o-

19 :Washlngtca7*‘ |

20 "The Wltneasculoa, gee, I'mtnot sura'whethér'
2}§nit was Februarywof l95§‘or not. 'I'm not:sure.
Z;i»January, February or'March. One of'thosecthree'months.~
23 g-But I m sure 1t was 1mmed1ate1y in February.»
.24 '

Trlplett. And stlll at thls tlme you were

%Fat'least outWardly wqulng w1th and for‘the Fldel  >

! RTPORTING COCMPANY. INC.
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lféastro*regime?:“'

S

'; The Wltness. nght.‘ At the same tlme worklng f'

'tw1th the Embassy and trylng to go ahead and flnd out

A

5who you could trust and who you couldn t trust.

. tn

But that partlcular tlme when I went to Washlngton h
';nobody at the Embassy knew that I went dlrectly to
'_;Washlngton.h;xx

.3& rgui?fAM Trlplett° Now when you say you were worklng

H.C.. 20024 (202) S54-2345
~4

"Jfor the Embassy, who pre01se1y at that tlme were you
‘;worklng w1th7

r»/»

. ane ‘Wl;tne s’é"s”»'. T Well; 1‘«e‘5t" me. : say' 1. had an

HASHINGTON,

assoc1atlon.c I m sorry, because sometlmes I get overt.‘

< , R iy )

= - u&‘% e “‘,,. . e s .

e pﬂ‘~My assoc1ation w1th the Embassy ‘was through Colonel

ii " ':Nlchols who was the mllltary attache at the Embassy...
g 13 i o Mr; Trlplett. And was there anybody else also’

b | I L - , v , ‘

x

The Wltness.i I beg your pardon’

S

"Mr; Trlplett.' Was there anybody else you
hwere a88061atlng w1th in your capacity’

»g?he Wltness,y The only one I had contact w1th,'~

306 7TH STREET,

~,,,.x,:zasl(fo‘;l.o'nel,'I'v:i.oh'cjl.s.‘

21 S B '.'-" '
o Mr. Trlplett. All.rlght.
427 2 0 ;
PN §a-',‘ The Wltness. I went to the Embassy several
. 23 i - '."7 * - - ‘ - . - i
f'j&tlmes,”gA'document, Wthh“I m sure Pedro or'Marcus
i-Diez Lanz has, 1n order to cover my assoc1ation with
, i -the Embassy, named me - I forget how 1t is’ agaln -
‘ ‘i ALDERSOM REPORTING ccm QNYIVC AT o o
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named-me.the contact between the Cuban Air Force and

the Aﬁeriéan Embassy,fin order'tcfprotect me being at

" the Embassy if Cuban Intelligence fouhd out.

Mr. Triplett. vBut this docﬁhent was mereiy a
suhterfuge, is that what you re telllng us’"

The Witness. Yes. So in case the Cubahhcl
wIntelllgence Service wanted to kncw what I,'as
.Director of Securlty, was d01ng at the Embassy, I
-had a document that 1t was an off1c1al v131t because

aof the»Alr Force anq,the American Air Force-mission

*that~was there at the_time.

s Mr. Triplétt. As a matter of fact, at that

time, what was the nature of your ass001atlon w1th'
C;ark Wollen?

The WitheSs. Well, Ciark Wollen.was chh in
:Santiaco.i When I left Santiagc,tthat'was it. 1
afiniShed“Qith:them.:fThenmyvcontact.was with Nichols
»in'Havana.;

| And tc be'honest with you,'the Chief of Statioh,
4whighhwasgtheéyicg;gopsgl,,becaﬁsé'C1ark Wollen was
-the'cénéﬁi;“thé Americah.écnsul there; and I donft.
belleve --'agaln I m 901ng back SO many years -~ 1

don' t belleve my contact was w1th Wollen.v I believev

3
TN

my contact was w1th the Vlce Consul and again I m

&tpylng to remember hlS name. Anderson comes to my mind,
j! . .

1
!

v
|
T
;
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36
_1 bpt I don't knéw whether that was his name or not.
2 Again, I have it at home and I can turn it over to
3 Mr. anzi.
* Mr. Triplett. Could it haée'been Jim Knowles?
g : The Witness. No, sir. Jim Knowles worked out
%' s léf the Ameriéan Embassy.
§ 7 | Mr. Tripiett. All right.
g 8 Does the ﬁame Stewart ring a bell?
g 7 The Witness. Jack Stewart? No, sir. I know
§ 10 -Who you're talking about. He worked out of the
‘é h -Embassy. |
illz Mr.‘T:ipiett. Did you have occasion to recruit
g 13 or enlist the suppoff of other people in this
z M_'-intelligence gathering activity?
% 13 - The Witness. Yes, sir.
% 1 Mr.'Triplett- And what would be the correct
z V !vdesignation? Recruiting? Enlisting éupport? Asking .
‘é '8 ‘:£pt heip? How would you describe it?
E " The Witness. Well, I woqld describe it as
§ 2 ‘makigg contact with people within the Cuban_miliﬁ#ry,
¢S§%;21i the Cuban poiitical and even the American colony that
527 22 S | i
A was there.
23%.fl ‘Naturally my f;iénds Pedro and Marcus Diez Lanz
24%-afe.very pro-American and they had the right contacts
ZEE*With a number of people in ﬁhe American Embassy
é ALDERSCH REPORTING CCMPANY. INC. é
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‘T including the.Ambassedor. And I wonid"eey -- well,
20 f'cen“t Speek<for~them because i'm not sure whether
_if .they_haa.direct eonteot throughtme or to themselves
;_ With'the Chief of Station at the American Embassy.

3 Mr. Triplett. vAny other peoplelbeeides Pedro .
¢ | and Marcus Diez Lenz that you recall?

7 The Witness. That I asked for help in the

8. *intelligence.gathering?

9 Mr.'Triplett. Yes. Geraldine'Shamma._ She'

10} rives in'Hollywooo.‘Florida., She was turned over
M ‘to Major Van Horne (ohonetic). Sheiworked with
12- 'Major Van Horne ‘in the Amerlcan Embassy.

‘p As a matter of fact thls woman here . had a close_
I contact w1th me when She was working in Havana. We
I.':"_';"'Ii-ad the Briokell.House here on Brickell: Avenue that
s fthe‘MRR mas ueing. We all gathereo.there. She had
17 Ja'smell apartment in the back of the~Brickell House,
'8 a eafe;house. And she was traveling baok and forth
'® ?fa’HAVAQAL‘ikﬁé';ﬁéﬁwééfiétér arrested and given a
0 ten year sentence for spylng.f Serrea three and-a~

E half years 1n Guandhl (Phonetic) prison, came over

/ ? here to the Unlted States. |
2?¢}= - 'zeraldlne ané I have heen very very close. "And

-2% unfortunately, phy51cally, thls prlson sentence that
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h_l‘ ) . ‘ .. ) 3 . . g ‘
rAmbassador Smith, are you referring to Ewing Smith?

phy31cally.' She was .of oood serv1cel£o'ﬁhls country.'.
Trlplett.; In. the seme llne,'regardlng your
oontacts w1th-the Amer;can'Embasey, d1d you have any
‘oontacts With‘Colonel‘Kail? .
| The“Wiﬁnees. Iﬁdon't :eoall{ “i spoke“to.a
fnuﬁbe; of Peopie,:you know; who were attached to
“theEnbaSSYuen§ I honestly don't recal;.oeftain agents;l
You must undefstand one thing.‘ Whean.Was
assoc1ated myself w1th Colonel Nlchols,bI receivedﬂ
blts and pleces from Colonel Nichols that many of
“the people - not many - hls words-were-somewhat-like;'
you can "t trust some of the. people in CIA there. As
-1 went along I found oue that CIA did help‘Fldel,-guiQe
-hlm-lnto‘power. "$ne-connun15ts,!Cuban'Communists Party

"did make.a oopple offattempts to kill Fidel and I

vbelieveiénaufékoG;s‘éd?ising'Fidel of‘what was going
“on and eo forth.' They were;very pro;communist; these
"agents. Jim Knowles, tdwné, was one'ofthem}ulrhe
“Stetion Chief. »

As‘a matter of fact Amoassaaor Smith aooused;
%you'know%,the Ch;ef of.Station.at“a ﬁeeting with the
*other‘agents of, you know, being pro%communist'by
ﬁhauino:a éiose‘essocieﬁion with’the:cestro otothefs;

Mr. Triplett;’ When you're talking about

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. IHC
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The Witness. Yes.

Mr.'Triplett; Did you have any contacts with

“-him directly?

The Witness. No,'sir.

Mr. Triplett. Were you aware that Coionel'Kail

'"Was_in the CIA?

The Witness. No, sir. Like I say the name

~doesn't, you know, you must understand in intelligence

jpeopie use codeinameé.
4';Mr. Triplett. Right. Likewise from:othér”
resources you do learn their real names. |
./The'Witnees.. dometimes. And sometiﬁe§1§od7’
»aonft, YQu.know. Yon know, 11ke people down here,

oVer a period of years, if you st111 malntaln contact,

'*you know, you do recall because somethlng w111 come

-up'and you say oh, I remember you, you wereﬁzork;ng'

?thie'particuiar thing because theyrlllcomelué’ﬁith

-a’story and thén you'll know that they have worked

Lt
A'r

| T . -

© Mr. Triplett. Other than prov1d1ng 1nformat10n

'for Colonel Nlchols, or the CIA or what have you at

4

that tlme, were you performlng any . other functlons

R T‘-

on behalf of the Amerlcan Government or Colonel Nlchol

4

of the consp1rac1es. For 1nstances, therewwereﬁﬁorces

T CALDERSOM REFPCRTING COMFAN‘(.-,{!:‘){Q:
= h : : R D

o The Wltness. Just that._ Notlfylng the Government
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being prepared, the Air Force was involved in it,

where there were aircraft on our ramp with no

designation, you know, no number, insignias and so
forth. They were just plain aircraft. The numbers

were taken off, the insignias were taken off these

"#»gircraft that were going to be involved in certain

~invasions of cerﬁain'countries. ‘For instance, the
.Dominican Republic and also Panama.

And these invasions did oécur and they did
fail. |

'Bill Morgan, who I triedlto recruit for the
‘American Government, which I’gavé'a list to Nichols
of people that I feit would be in sympathy with the
-American Government, would help'inteiligenée wise.
Naturally'they have their own means of making contact.
*if it isn't directly through me, they make their‘own
‘contact of these assets that would be assets to,
lydu know, American Intelligence. And Bili wanted
"me to be involVed in several of these conspiracies.
‘And qne_waé the Panama Canal. I told him I_thought
he was crazy and he said look, I'li bg the overall
‘comﬁander and I want you to be the second in command
;qf £ﬁis exéeditioh”fhat is being f&rmed to invade
‘Panama.

And if I'm not mistakén, later the invasion was

ALCERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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William Morgan?

Morgan, I thought at that tlme, would be an asset to

were still in Cuba? -

number one. - AR : _Affﬁfy;¥

ﬁwas Fldel s mlstress.; And I thought, you know, like

fwell she s an Amerlcan and I dldn t know too much of |

vlnformatlon through my people, through Fldel S people

‘that Fideilwas'living with hér. She weut to4work‘as

i

e e
sent to Panama whlch naturally fa11ed
But thlS is the type of thlngs that I was- d01ng.

Mr; Trlplett. You say you tried to recruit
‘The Witneés; Well, I told Nlchols that Wllllam

1htelllgence.
| Mr.,rriplett. Were you involved, or aware of
ahyattemptsgto asaassinate Fidel Castroewhilé you k
- The Witness. . Yes, sir. e
_Mr.'Tfipiett; ‘Were you involved in an§g“”
uThe'Witnese. 4Yee,lsir;. |
Mr. Triplett.‘ And,when did those oocu;?{i%
’The,witness. 1We11,‘1 don't'recali the?exaotv h |
month because.of the confusiona. It,uas very AE
dlfflcult at that tlme because I had to stay allve,
K Marlta‘Lorenz, i made contact with, I, thlnk !

maybe ln February or the beglnnlng of March Shéf

4 : !
[ i

her background ‘at- that tlme because I was hearlng some |

El
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7,hiSVSecretary.,’I,knew that she was an American,

hot knowing her background. Her.mother was American -

A‘and her father was‘German working for the Commodore,

I think, but the German Government, but this cruise

" ship bit.

But I made'an approach- to Marita and the
approach was successful. »I~had to be very very
careful,,'She could have gotten me killed. ’And in

-making-an approach-toAher, I dld recruit her to go

V ahead and do some spying for me, like I did

‘Geraldine Shamma.

_And‘also some of my frlends in Cuba, who

}natura;ly we were all agalnst Castro because we knew )

about the Communlst 1nf11trat10n and what was 901ng
onibefore I went to Washlngton.‘ There were some

consp1rac1es g01ng on to klll Fldel and I was

’,

»1nvolvedf;n;the.consplracles._'And-I told Colonel

Nichols,.you know, about thls.f I'saia hey, you know,

'llke thlS guy here is a Communlst and he 's even tried
'to put Communlst people into the Alr‘Force, and I'm
;trylng to keep them out under orders of Marcus .
~Diez.Lanz._ ‘And I almost got myself kllled one day
‘becauSe.a‘élmmy Gentry (phonetlc), who was very close
~to Raul Castro and who was a pilot,<nade'sone very

-derrogatory remarks against Pedro Diez Lanz,‘and said

, ALDER:’:‘CN RESCRTING CCMEANY..'!N.C. o
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3 took his .45 away from him and marchéd him to the

';gtrike'that,'f"

'w°u1d say theAmost’serious'plots -—.I’m talking about-

'ipvolvea‘iﬁ“anyiplotéhin—particular to kill Fidel Castro

Fage

a5 *

43
he would kill-Pedfo because Pedro was very anti-

éOmmunist;’and he pulled his'gunion~me and I in turn

"Air Force 6ffice of Pedro. ‘Ané"hétuf;llin.fén him
off £he base. 'So'there was:friéﬁién the?e against
Raul Castro; ‘But Fidél Qas;more diplomatic and
.against us, many»of the militarf commanderslwhg helped
:him,‘whévwasfin highvpositiong,.éo Fidel had to_go
ahead and smoéfh things err.. But{hé knew who was
uagainst him.

Mr.‘Tripletﬁ. Okéy.

On how many occasions . were you aware of -~ well,

On. how many-occasions'Were you involved in plans
or attempts to assassinate Fidel Castro? _ ' '
The Witness. Well, I would say -- well, there

were numerous plots that I was involved in. And I

the real seriocous ones that I was involved in -- was

about threé.

Mr. Triplett. Now you mentioned Geraldine

Shamma and Marita Lorenz. Other than those two,
ﬁérg'bther pe6p1é.involvédgiﬁ”these plots?

The Witness. . Well; Geraldine -Shamma was not

CUALDERSOM RIFORTING COMPANY. iNC. . |
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,She was stricﬁly intelligence. Strictly.intelligence.
" I've asked Marité Lorenz to be involved with |
me if and when the time came. |
I was told, well okay, unless we get the word
from Washington, don't do anything. But at the same
qfﬁme I had.meetiﬁgs with military commanders who
-wanted to.kill him.
| Mr. Triplett. These were Cuban military
commanders, or American?

The Witness. No. They were Cuban military

. commanders who wanted to kill Fidel and who were

tryingvto, you know, devise a way. And I offered
-like, hey, I've'got‘command_of the military police,
which I was personally training these people. ' See,
-at the same time being Director of Security, same
ut;me spying over here, same time being involved in
~all these damn conspiracies, you knbw, so I had a
‘hell of a time being involvéd in all of‘these things.
And so Ivsuggested, you know, like’héy, Fidel
gpmes to the Air Porce Base. :If he goes somepl#cé
in the country he flies in with a helicopter. .He
néomes o#er, he sees me, he hugs me, you know, and
-hg has meetings on the second floor of the headquarters
"éir Force Héadquarters. Hey, supply me with plastic

explosives. I'll kill him right there, you know, on

ALSERSON AEPOKRTING COMPANY. INC.
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f the second fioor. Or 1f.you want me to stop.hlmll‘
»2l tout51de the gate I'll stop him outs1de the gate. o
3 .r.~Trlplett.  Now who are you maklng these
+ sﬁggeetionsfto? o |
5_ 3 ;y The Witness. Colonel_Niehols.
?f 8 © .+  Mr. Triplett. ' Colonel Nichols?
% 7 The Witness."Yeah.v |
g ? r. Triplett. And this again, just to
'Z ? o}arify if and make sure we have a goéa‘record;,
g 19 »ﬁhis‘was all duringythe éerio@ yoﬁ.wereren'officef |
'§ H ‘in the Cuben Air'Force?
i 12 EA ThevWitnesé‘ Yes. This Wesnthe‘earlf part of
g 20 1950, | | |
2 e var; Triplett.  Okay.
%T S And you'ﬁentioned a little earlier I'believe
i s ~that you dlscussed this- p0551billty of kllllng Fidel
i V "Castro w1th Marlta Lorenz in. February of 1959?
§~ '8 | vaThe Wltness., Well, that s when I flrs; met
lé wl her; in_ﬁebfuafyai So it mlght have beeo in March
§ ?q ﬂbecause I had to*get, you know, I don t ]ust corme
ZQ%%%%E]EJout when I.Just meet her,,you know, I ‘had’ to galn
,ﬁéf n‘éiher.conf;eence. Because it was a- very tlckllsh
= %feiéuafion,'andqshe:wasﬁcraefaabout Fidel.  This is
-zdifthe thlng.A ‘_5 . -;_ o 5
e | - , . ) i
23% ”'M Trlplett. Putting:all‘ﬁhis in context thdughﬁ

i ' : . ALDERSCN REPORTING COMPANT. INC.
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7the Communlst Party.\f

Fidel'Castro'took over in Cuba January ist, 1959.. In
relatlon to that date, when did you flrst become
dlsenchanted w1th Fidel Castro and when dld ‘you first
have,a susprcion that he was a Communist’
4The‘Witness.'.A11 of us -- I'm talklng about
‘my frlends 11ke Commander Rlcardo Laurla (phonetic),-

‘Commander”Hubamartis (phonetrcyw Commander Pedro‘

'HDiez'Lani,.Commander Marcus Dlez Lanz, myself and

'other commanders, had various meetlngs all over

-Havana secretly. And I would say that by the time

*ofaFebruary, 1959, it was deflnltely dec1ded,Abecause
rof all'the actruities that was going on with.the_
fvarious toniCommunist people,.that Raulvwas'trying
to get 1nto the mllltary.l And SO'far he-couldn't

u-' r

get them 1nto the Alr Force because I was runnlng

*them off, ydu see:; But we suspected and damn well

“knew that Fldel was a Communlst and worklng with

Also by February we suspected that CIA was '

;guldlng Fldel also in this thlng. ~

This is“why I was sent -—'it might‘haVe beeni

gFebruary or March -=- I was sent dlrectly to Washington.

[}

To bypass thewEmbassy.
»Mr,ﬂTrlplett.~ You were sent there by whom’

"The ‘Witness. 'By Pedro Dlez Lanz .and Marcus and

ALDERSON RIPORT \”'-qulNYllC
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Ricardo Lauria, to go to Washington and give a list

of names of all the Communist agents directly to the .

"FBI. Bypass that damn Embassy.

Mr. Triplett. If you could give a reason,-what

would be the reason for the failure of any attempts

' §n Fidevaastro's life at that time?

The Witness. Well, I would say that the
individual persons that were being used in order to

go aheadvaha kill him. _IYWas‘in‘the‘best position in

the world to go ahead and really kill him;'if'I was

iﬁ charge of killing Fidel. I was in the best
position because Ifcould have'stopped.him.right,at
that gate th§re. Evéry time Fide1 w9uid qpme ih; he
;wouid come .in in a'convoy. I wculd'stoérthé‘dqnvoy
because-i‘wés oﬁt there oné'day Qhen I waninspécting
vana I‘équ}é have'killéd.everybbdy..,Because;i had
pgbple:ahdlIt?éihed-pedplé, youlkhoﬁ; tofchéék the
.rdofs,.the'main~street} the main entranée of thé.Aif
~quce'Base.'.We checked the rdofé out,'éhdlI éould
-haVeAhgd machine gunners up there with h&nd grenades

a@d-ﬁaqhine_guns and I could have wiped that whole

- god-damned convby,out.' Could have killed everybody.

-;5 oo Mr. Triplett. But you~apparéntly were not

in charge.. 'You did:not have the green light.

e .~‘Who( if anybddf, was in}charge?g'

e
© ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY: INC.
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The Witnesé; Right. Absolutely I did not

"~

have the green light.

3 ‘ See, my loyalities were divided. To be very

o

honest with'you, my loyalities at that time were

g S divided and I'm sorry they were divided because I
: . _

2 & | .would have spit at the American Embassy, believe

g 7 ‘me. If I knew then what I know today I would have
é § 1 .spit at the American Embassy and I would have said
¢

§ the hell with the American Embassy and everybody

n.

z 0 there, see. And I would have listened to my friends
Z 1| and I would have killed Fidel.

5

% 12 . But because I was an American, my decision

g 13 'was more toward the”Americans than my own friends,

i é‘ which I should have went along with my friendé.' I

% 13 §=Would~have killed that dirty bastard.

% s | Mr. Triplett. Okay.

57

But who specifically told you not to, if
»gnybody?

The Witness. Nichols said don't do anYthing.

&
wl
|24
4
&~
v
==
o~
<
<
L]

‘Leave him alone until we get word from Washington,

ahd that's it.

' | So trying to be a good American, forget it.

Ly

Mr. Triplett. When did you finally leave

%
3

Cuba?

™
i

The Witness. June the 30th of 1959, because of

ALDERSONM BEPQRTING COMPANY, INC.
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7IIH1s name was- Sangenls. I have been frlends w1th the
i>iSangenls famlly for years. And he asked to speak

1,"w1th me., He sent someone over to speak w1th me.‘nand

’ a meetlng that I had secretly w1th the Second Chlef

f of the Cuban Intelligence, Army Cuban Intelllgence.

fthe restaurant aCrossﬁthecstreet;.I~belleve 1tfwasr
'1across the street fron the Havana Hllton.;rItTWasfat
j»nlght tlne because we‘sat ln a dark corner of the
Jrrestaurant and he sald,o"Frank Raul'Castro suspects
'~you re worhlng w1th Amerlcan Intelllcence.l sa'mé-"
;a'fayor. When you leave here, pretend you'don 't know o

“negi That -8 1t.a Get your ass out: of Cuba tonlght,~

"

'I went across the street -~cI forget the name of

-

S now. | Because 1f he plcks you up he s 901ng to klll
R ? r. Triplett. . ‘And as a result of that -you - ,
a 7 e '; S S T AT o
3.{-: ' ' e'ft' S e '.‘. ’ A ".. ‘ ‘ o ‘ T L : :."“ - ,- . { -
g 'The’Witness; I dldn t leave unt11 days later._gﬁ
£ 19 s o Lo
< - *I went agalnst what he sald jI dldn t leave for days-
g a0 ;
» 'jj;}later‘. As a matter of fact Pedro Dlez Lanz, w1th
T : :
' g§$§%gg*rfall the troubles he was hav1ng w1th the Castro brothersw
Y g}ghe was hldlng secretly the last month Thls was 1n '}
:3, e, P ‘._; 97‘ ™ ‘r, ; o i
.jwmune.} And I went to the Amerlcan Embassy to try to '

DocId: 32252529

ﬁget hlm,.to get, what do you call 1t 1n the Amerlcan

-Embassy when;a person goes in- the Embassy to protect

Py
L. 4;;-_‘ N >, T - Fa r"_ »
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)Vthemselves, santuary, asylum 1n the Amerlcan Embassy.f

(S SRR

You know they refused’ They refuseanedrofDlez.hanzh
goIng 1nto‘the.Embassy.A Here s a guy that respected

- thls country,‘respected thlS Government.' At that ”3

i tlme the guy was.rlsklng hlS.llfe, llkeAwe all were;"hn

LN i

5 for the Amerlcan Government,'we thought

'f‘But there was a betrayal and the betrayal camef

20024. (202) §54=2345. . .

C‘ out of that God-damn Embassy rlght there.' And here“i‘ny-'

If-llke the dummy that we were. at that tlme, trylng tor“j
go ahead and notlfy the Amerlcan Government trylng

;;to go ahead and help the Amerlcan‘Government,iall

‘nthe Amerlcan Government was‘d01ng»tovus was screw1ng

rt,iius{; Beileve met;aﬁ.i‘ S ‘

e f;yafi:Mr.hTriplett.”JWhen:youfsayhtherefwas'a~betraYa1¢

'are you able to plnp01nt any spec1f1c person°

REPORTERS BUTIDING, WASHINGTON, D.C.

'The~WLtness.i I would say the CIA Statlon Chlef

A

[

&
—
~I

gln the Amerlcan Embassy. ]

-
RN .“.' EIEE o
i

&)

' ;ﬁygwﬁr; Trlplett. gAndldo;yohiknoijho that'was.at5

0,

fﬁ;that t1me°

T R S .
".; S R o R r .
Sy

3007 7T STREET, .S

3y '
v :-‘9 0

;; ”The Wltness._ That was -l I dldn t know the man.

'x;to be honest w1th you. I've got hlS name. I‘can ;T

7fjfturn_itgover;t I m gettlng a mental block agaln. 'Iq

23 i"‘:‘ i - <‘~, . . . v .

x i can turnultfover,to,Mr. Fon21 who the Statlon Chlef

S S was,

o . People.like this God-damn' David Phillips who was

ALDERSON AEPORTING COMBANY. INC. * v 1o
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;chere,,that pro bastard.son of—a bltch . Ekouse me;j

‘{That pro Communlst bastard son of-a b1tch ) I disllke

;Cuba and whlch they contlnued to do 1n the Bay of
Z;PlgS’lnvaslon. They re the same people that got
1:1nvolved 1n the Bay of Plgs 1nva31on and betrayed us

K agaln,iyou,knOWf'whlch cost people sfllves; 'And'oh,

. anyway?

.

Whofspecifioally;'bﬁt'apparently you-don't7have‘a

“.name at the.momeﬁt; Let s move along now.

yﬁbth, yeah ”7.' U e - - 'f‘:
-for a- debrleflng or anythlng of that nature’

h;approach you to perform serv1ces or gather lnformatlon

gfonybehalf of the CIA°

S T . - - -
& L A
. 4“ . g c R
T s .
3 . = 3

51

N S

Jthese people very much for what they dld to us in

‘my mind sometimes gets ecrewedlup;.”But'where_were”we

ﬁer, Triplett. . I waSVasklng‘yonyif‘you_knew"

-

Once you returned to the Unlted States

The Wltness;~~(Interpos;ng) That was June'the

faMr. Trlplett.' Were yoﬁVContaeted by-any L
representatlve of the CIA or. the Federal Government
The Wltness. ‘No,'31r;ffNo;:51r. f

@

'Mr; Triplett. After you left Cuba,:dia anybody‘

““TThe'Wltness., After I left Cuba’

er, Trlplett Yes, »f'

'.iThe_W;tnessu”{NoL sir.

R LT
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Well, let me tell you‘whét'happened there. I
Héd to arrange the escapé 6f Pedro Diez Lanz because
‘0f the Embaésy because they refused him aslyum, which
I resented bitterly. Marcus Diez Lanz also. All right
Meantime, at that time We thought CIA was stiil
all right, but we had our suspicions within the
‘Embassy.
Marcus Diez Lanz was helped by CIA later to get
“out. This was, I would say, a month later. But whén
I came over on June the 30th, I took two aircraft from
‘Cuba over here. One was‘a C-46ﬁ,.that‘was in my name,'
and a B-25 bomber that was in my name; Okay?
Now, so I had to arrange to get those airplanes
‘over here before I aefeCted. I had meetings over there
-with‘Pedro énd so forth and I wanfed to cause an
ruprising there. I said look, I have command of
1,000 troops here at the Air Force Base. Let'é.get
hold of President Arukia (phonetic). I'11l put 500
.men around the Capital, the Presidential Palace; if'
President Arukia will denounce'Castrd, you know; and

the Communists.

President Arukia said no. That Castro was

*ﬁ;sguided and said no. Well, he was saving his own

ass is what he was doing.

But also I wanted to go ahead and destroy much

ALDERSSH RTPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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' | of the Air Force Base. Because I~asked Pedro, send

(38 ]

- our pllots up in the alr, get every airplane we can
3 up in the air, get all our troops that we can, put

4 them in the'transport planes that we haVe and send

n

thevaVer to the Isle of Pine. We grab the Isle of

5 || Pine. B We get the,Batista'priaoners'that Fidel had .

~

- in the Isle of Pine prison,' That‘would‘be’thé”ﬁﬁcledius

20024 (202) S54-234S

$ | of an army there. Because we could have took theé island

S 9 and-destroyed the hase‘and'our’fighters and'bSﬁBera

; i0 -wouid:attack Camp Coiumbia, try to get Arukiaigqt

A% 1 v;of the Palace and try to kill Fldel By hav1ng a
?‘,Q_'xmllltary coup there, startlng with us in the A'u;Eorce

é ﬁ Mbecause we d1d have Some manpower.' But they;tprned

% 14 J%t.Qpr. | ST INON H

& I L o T |
E 15 i ”er' Triplett. Again, these ‘were the people

2 HAEAat the Embassy that turned it down?

X R? ,The Witness. I:m-not sure the EmbassyA;ae

18 | §Ware_. .. At least they were not aware of thxs ﬁ‘f

19 'éarticnlarmoperatlontthat'I'wanted to'do. They

NG 1TH STREET,

.20 || .were not aware through me.
. ’ R e ?1 ! ‘ \ ™ ] L3 l . ° " - i | l’
Eﬁfgﬁf | “Mr‘ Trlplett Okay" Gettlng back.toﬁarter_
!”;3 22 fiéu,;eturned to the United-States,

To your knowledgé, were you ever contacted by

244 ‘any réepresentatives of the CIA for any purpose? L
: T S S o oL g !
as i - ' ' o . ) ' PP !
T ....The. Witness. 1I.was contacted by an official of - |
- ; CUA g
! o , Lo T %
v ALDERSSOM REPCRTING COMPANY. INC. |
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1 -the Government because I was maklng arrangements here‘
2, Ato ‘get a boat to go into Cuba and get Pedro out and

.3 1;get Marcus out and his family.

FTS

: I'was told 'Frank, 1eave 1t alone. ‘bon't tOUch}
S it because arrangements are belng made by CIA to get

$ 4gthem'out.

70 . Mr. Triolett; Who approached'you and told you
8 | that?
.9i' ..+ The Witness;:_Oh, God, I don t know. Let me,

10 'seeh One'bbSSibrlity was -1 can 't remember hlS

ﬁ _name.'.He's'in'WaShington{; No, it couldn t be him.
12 - ~§hakter, Schenley (phonetlc) |

il - A' 'Mr, Trlplett.- SChaklee (phonet1c)°

:%‘ }, : ‘mhe Witness;A It mlght have been Schenley,

15 éhackler. One of the two. Told me,vstay here; don't

REFORTERS BUTIDTHG, VASHIHGTON, D.C: 20024 (202) S54-2345

‘15.'go anyplace; 'Because h wasfarranglng with Pedro-

? W7\ piez, Lanz' half brother,_surgio‘Diez, to get a ship,
ol S S N . ’ . -

X - : B "”’:‘. ’

% '8 to“get'a boat ‘at one of the'yacht COmpanieS'here,.

5. .. S

g7 gyacht brokers, because I went with him to get the -
. A ‘ _ , .

o"Q‘“boat.

.. ‘\,-A

Surglo got 1n the boat w1th somebody else, went

|
yﬁl “i over to Cuba and got Pedro-and hl$ w1fe.outi smuggled
‘ ' , A A . _

iz;;*fhem here. " The Governmentaknew'about'it because
'2§§*thls was the arrangements that we were maklng to get
o

J25 |

“ﬂ Pedro out but they dldn t want me personally to go.:

TING COMPANY. INC.
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T So what the half brother dld w1th the boat, we

',‘2_“<used~rt, they allowed Surglo to go but didn't want me

35‘ to go because I was an Amerlcan and they knew Castro
4 'wOuld_catCh me.
)

'VThenACIA-didimake arrahgementsfto.gét“Marcus<Diez"
s Lanz out because Marcus was 1n touch w1th an agent 1n

: 7t Cuba, a CIA agent And that agent,‘lf you-d-llke to

20024 (202) $5K<2345

jknow who he 1s, that was Bernard Barker.

L hVM Trlplett.. All rlght

G.C.

Now after you returned to the Unlted States,~

;dld you have any contact w1th any Castro Intelllgence

VASHTHGTON,

r“_ Agents°<i‘Here 1n the Unlted States°

s - ;

Déd ﬁ 'The'W1tﬁess.‘~ﬁo; At least not to my- knowledge.
‘iv*iy‘Because some ofqthe‘people we dldn t know.: No.;ﬂ'»

xZ . P ‘ ,

% ‘5j: i‘You'would assume[that Castro,:with ‘what pebpief'

;% 15};We*k§éw;qver here,'ifltheyrwere:agents,ZWouldychaﬂée

': 77W them around; fsa'nb;_ We'kegt tohourselves,- |

fé-?gz‘ ' “Thefféaeoa“forvehat is,irenember,’we were
EV19LLéubgn,revoiutionaries,'all riéht?‘hwe'heiped overthrow"~i
_— o ST _ . |

‘the Batista Government. So the first group of

'.refugees thatlcomefover here'wereithe Batista'beople, o

N
o
[T

Al

55'ij or at least the people that were very sympathetlc, ‘Q’”?
?3} whlch&they had reason to‘leave there because Castrol;i- %
v%‘% was shootlng everybody, whlch was wrong on h1s part. hré

o | CE : i
*??I,So naturally when we came here we moreé . or less kept ' l
ﬂi : s .
.4

B r-L_:.. ::D:' 2”"”!‘" NG, (.C‘MFL‘-.\( b iC

. } ‘_'.ﬂ e
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to ourselves.

But as time went_ﬁy'wé did start_to associate
ourselves with certain, at leaét_not_myself, but
Pedro and Marcus,vwith'certain.éeople who were, you
knéw,'of the Batista faction. And then myself'later
|

Mr. Triplett. Did you receive any money or
rany pay from-the CIA prior to the Bay of Pigs?

The Witness. I received -- well, hot myself
personally. But before the Bay of PiQs invasion, we
Had a special flying group.

Mr. Triplett. When4yoﬁ say we, who?

The Witness. Pedro biezALanz, Mafcus Diez“Lanz
-and myself,‘using'my B-25. Now this ié_thé'samé -

Mr. Triplett. (Interposing) how about the C-46?

The Witness. Well, that wés not used. We

‘sold that eventually. That was not used in the Bay
‘of Pigs. |
| Mr. Triplett. This was your B-25?

The Witness. Well let's Say the B—25»was in
‘my name. Registered with.the FAA in my name. -

Mr. Triplett. Well, whose was it if it wasn't

.ﬁours?
The Witness. Well, it‘was money fhat was paid

for by the revolution, you see, and naturally being
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_T :pért’Of the revolutdonA and belng that the other -
2,;;people were Cuban revolutlonarles, they-used:my
':?r ~name ln order to be on the 11cense. 7My’namenwaé’
4 .tused because'yoh~couldn t oet somebody that wasn tl
é, 3 'fan Amerlcan c1tlzen.d}‘ |
] 35f;,' o Mr. Trlplett ‘7Wholelseﬂwas there?d
:gr‘fi H The Wltness.t Just ﬁs;‘ | h
,é”iéfu }»;f‘ h Trlplett.‘ The three of you.mearoustresff7h
% 'éi:.Lanze, Pedro and -—:hlrd u 'J; l o
s _ A
é.ANU :The Wltness; (Inter9051ng) And myself
f% M Well the money, before the Bay of Plgs rnva51on,
i }éxtjthe monles that went to the repalrs of the B 25 ’wasn;‘
'g- ﬁ :§CIA money.u - |
i-h? .vtf; "As a- matter otjfact{i‘Wasitoidblateriwhileﬂi_
l% H';fwésran~prlson,.by Howard,gthat:howardle-thWard tht;‘
% 67h51 m talklng about fHowardiHnnt'saidhhéjdid‘giyetd‘
-i _W;!aBarker $10 000 t0"tnrn.over to Pedro to pay the '
.é '@':'bllls of the B 25 ' I thlnk we had an L.;BQ'Smlth
iE -Eﬁ fover here at 36th Street Alrport belng repalred
‘EJ.MJ | And one of the thlngs that the B 25 was 901ng_e<"

oo -

Eic
e

L

.to be used whlch we were f1x1ng the alrplane up

\Y
»
y -

D

TN ~!gbecause we were 901ng to put on" the ta11 of the B- 25

4
o
¥

[ 9S-I

2 I '
L a long antennea that would be stretched out whlle

ok .
24 0 ' ' ’ PRI
%uj-the alrcraft was in fllght w1th tape recordlngs and o
i ! .

p rad;o equrpment,1nmthe53-%§‘to‘brdadcast:propaganda~
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58|
"1} in Cuba while the B-25 was 'in flitjhtL ;'This”w‘as‘ one

-2 of the‘operations;"And the. monles dld come from CIA

2 |

.for the repalrs and- the bill to the B 25

e

, Mr.‘Trlplett. And dld you know at that time it

. n

came from the CIA?
6 = - The Witness. Certainly;’_Sure. T didn't know

7 who it came from because the money ‘'came from Barker.

20024 (202) SSWZ234S,

8 | Because I didn't know who Barker's boss was.
You must understand that a week before_€4'this
0 | I found out through Howard Hunt while I was in prison --

! -a week before the invasion, Bernard Barker was the

—
(8]

-assistant to Howard.

REPORTERS BUTLDING (~':’.E.l!Ili§‘.'l'Gl’l, D.C.

i3 ' Howard 'fron what.Howard told-me;'that he
@ dlsagreed w1th the policies of what was happenlng,'
‘5:~the change that was happenlng withln, you know, the .!
| . .

- 5 groups, the CIA and the Revolutlonary*Counc11 because

Z ?thhe was the polatlcal offlcer of the RevolutlonaryA

g zEij:--CouncJ.l. I had no contact w1th Howard Hunt.. I never

@ ; T . RS . . S |

'E 1 7knew‘HoWardeHunt»atwaI1 Iﬂknew there 'was. 'an Eduardo

: w0 | |

j'-and Eduardo was Barker s boss.;?;

. Ln oo

) But he 1eft the outflt and Barker ‘was turned

\ ‘&2

/=:;

Nd
)

over to a»neW'CIA'controI‘officer,'I;belieVe;‘ And '!
0 N T S |
'T? - Barker would not tell me. .I believe his new boss
; was Jim Knowles.
Mr. Triplett. ~And what led you to believe that?

]
U
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' TheVWithes§J' I'm not surefrealiy.' '11 be

~

vvery honest w1th yoh, i'mxnet eure; I m not sure
-whether Howard Hunt told me that Barker's new boss
was Jim.Knowles'tr'hot.‘Because you.know, sometlmes‘
" you ddn'thsay things, yqu know. ‘i'm not sure. But.
§ Barker'nevet told me who his new‘cbntroi officer was.
Bﬁt I‘beiieQe;it was Jim Knowles;‘
.Agaih; thls B-25 was the same B- 25 that Pedro

Diez Lanz and myself as pllots and Marcue Diez Lanz
and another Cuban fellow by the name of Itchgoia
(phonetlc) flew over on October the 21st of 1959
4 over theACity of‘Havana, and dropped several hundred
thousands of 1eaflets over that City.  And Several

';Cuhans; I think maybe 31 or 33 Cuban people were

in

i killed and wounded on that air raid that we did.
REE Mr,,Triplett. ' Dropping leaflets?
The'Witness."Leaflets, yeah. Well,vyoa see

we were 1,000 foot off the ground over the City and

- the gunners from Cabana Fortress and the three B-26

fighte: bombers tried to shoot us down and the shells

72 3fill 7TH STREET, S.§. REPORTERS RUTLDING, WASHTHGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) SSW-23uS
o

ZQ?E@ b i ?xpléding killed or wounded 31 or 33 people. And
S 22 . L. <, -
Y= ““ f Fidel raised a lot of hell about it. 4 v
S : ' ' ~ |
T ~And as a matter of fact, charges were brought
“ | against Pedro Diez Lanz in Federal Court here about
| . g .

| 8]
n

thesefthings ahd~it'was thrdWﬁ'out a.half hdur_iater

"ﬂkl’ : ﬁL,-«stn'7—=ﬁ°‘wg CCWPANYINC : - !
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in court. A fact that they could not prove because

there Qas 2,000‘Americans there.at ﬁhat time and

ﬁhey watchéd us throw these leaflets oﬁt.
Mr.kTriplett. Did you have occasion to purchase

any other B-25's ofher_than this one?

| The Withess.

No.

That's the only B-25, and

the.B—26 that was ‘ever purchased. And that was in
my name, redgistered with the FAA, or at that time
I think it was the CAA, or whatever.

Mr. Tripiett- Did you have any contéét;;dg‘
have you had aﬁy contact with Rafeal ﬁanscomb?z,?

The Witness. I don't know the man.

Mr. Triplett. How about Ray Sanstrom?
The Witness. Yes.
Mr. Triplett. Okay.

When was youf'contact and what was the nature

with Ray Sanstrom?

The Witness. Well, Ray Sanstrom is an Attorney

ué in Fort Léuderdale; Ray Sanstrom is also a pilot.
Ray Sanstrom, I believe, worked for CIA.
‘Mr. Tripleft. What was the nature of your

contact?

The Witness. He was a lawyer.

He still is a

lawyer,

Mr. Triplett. Was he your lawyer? Did you go

’ - - N -
ALSER:ON_REFORTNG<,CMPANKIN~.
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1§ to him for legal adyice? o =

20 _'Thé}Wifhéés;n Yés} I went to him for legal advice.

»3'. That*svthe type of association I had.with ﬁay, for

LA~

b leéai adviceQ_ ?hingé'that I-would,dé and Cuba and

S| oso forth.

N S X , o , o

E Cé Mr. Triplett. fRegardihg'your activi£ie$.agéinst
g- 7 cpsprq? . o

g 8‘ ‘The Witness.‘ﬁteS; That!'!s rigﬁtﬁ

) S/

Mr. Tfiplett;'7Did you ever have any contact.

n.c,

104 with Carlos,Blanco?{f(phonetic)
I R The Witness. . Carlos Blanéb?‘gThat.sQunds

12 | like that Communist Carlos Blanco in Cuba. Carlos

i2 | Blanco. The name sounds very familiar. I don't
4 | recall.
13

You see‘ﬁanyApedple that knew us in those days,

EEPORTERSG BOUTLDTNG, UASHTNGTGH.

_ u'}flf yoﬁ'névef h;d_a;cleeféssociatiop.withitheﬁ dﬁer
% 7 ‘é'period éfffimé;ifbﬁ"woﬁld forget;ijU£.the.naﬁé’i
g i sounds famiiiar.l I v'dor;'t recall.
& . - : :
Ak Mr. Triplett. How about Paul Bethel? (phonetic)
‘§ 20 The'witness. i know faul Bethei,-yes.
a1

fer.‘T:iplett.b And what type dealings have you

g

P= 2§ had with Mr. Bethel? = ..

23 The Witness. None whatsoever.  But I know
2 Paul; 'I've’quken to Paul seVeral,tiﬁes.'

25 . L L | ,

- Mr. Triplett. Anything other than social

T ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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62
B ponversations?
29 The Witneés,.'Cuba. Nething social at any-time.

3. It was strictly about Cuba. 

3 ‘4%'” 17Mf. Trlplett Hasrhe‘soﬁéhfdinfbrﬁahiohﬂfroml
Ag 5} you, or have you prov1ded 1nformat10n to him?
N ) _
»E- e ; TheVWitness.‘ No. No.
g‘”7' _f'- Mr. friplett. 'Yehr‘plahned aetivitiee?
'é-.ét . :e.'The_WitheSS}l'Nq;“ Not w1th Paul, no.
§ 9 o Mr. Tfiéletﬁ, How about Manola Rehoao? (phohetic)
< : o . : . ’
é . The Withess.’ Oh, yes. ,Mahpla and I, I trained
vgi'” him . before the Bay of Pigs..
a . : . . : . i v
'%'WZ . Mr. friprett. You trained him?
z0n ‘The Witness. ' ‘Sure.
i e 'hiMf.'Tfiplett; And havei§ou_been on'ah§ raids -
p . N
%v 13 _ with him er ahy other activiiies with him?>7
? 15 | The'Witnees. Not He was 1nvclved in the Bay
. ;r~v

- of Pigs naturally; After that he went hls way and
,$‘ "I went mthay, and he got to be the Vlce Mayor of

19l Miami.

300 7TH STREET,

‘20§ . Mr. Triplett. When did you first meet him?
21

.The.Witness. Well agaln,_before the Bay of Pigs;

Y

'ﬂ\gzlﬁ:l lmaglne he came over to my house on 60th Court that
f#.=;L had at_thatnpﬁiﬁiculapgtime, br‘the;group,had."And
241"'tha't's'how“’I'xriet'him and many other people that
75i ‘ ‘ ' ‘ ' '

eventually got to work:fbr the agency.

ALDERSSM REIPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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63
VJ.’”ﬁift':M Trlplett How about Bernard Barker’

g ‘f?g}*;mﬁésthness;ﬁ%zeg;ﬂlgmet Barker.

B % T

Mr; Trlplett.w When°

‘4vif?»'ﬁr THémetness. I ve. known h1m for many years.

s Not 1n Cuba. Here 1n the Unlted States.
k . o 'g “ ]

'5-;»; ' ,VMr; Trlplett . What-wae the nature_of,your

'j jﬂassoc1atlon w1th Mr.,Barker?

20024 (202) §54-2345 .

5| ' tThe Witness. Strictly with Pedro and Marcus.

'ojg¢he-a350ciation with~the‘B?25.,o

n.cC

10 " - Mr Trlplett.jj?roviding_you'the;money? Anything'
"iff;other than 1:hat'>
,ﬁi'liiro The Wltness.tlne aidthAproﬁide me.  He gave the

money to Pedro.‘r'“}f“'

7 ii ' Trlplett.. How about Eugeno Mart1nez° (phonetig) .

N E P
i When dld you flrst meet h1m’ '

REPORTERS BUTILDING, VASHINGTON,
o

|
: : - Lo |
14 ‘_Z"» The Wltness;;;Eugenojmartinez?~11n Cuba. He %

P

S
el

“was working. at that time, I believe -- well, he owned
4!8; : s'everal‘vbusinesses 1n Cuba ‘and T met ‘him onoe "_‘o_'rf

seVeralvtimes during myiinSpeotion of  the Casinos;

300 7TH STREET,
o

QQQ'EBecause one of my other jObS for Castro at one tlme, ;f

21’_he wanted me to take charge of the ca31nos for Pasternlta o

yéﬁ_x :Nunez; Who was infthe;mOuntains with'me”and~With Fidel,

|
2328 And if I'm not mistaken, I met Martinez. . He was |
R O R - S z
2¢ l'working for the ‘Havana Hilton' at that time.
N S . ‘ : o R -
23 Mr. Triplett.  And what was the nature of your g
|
A o ALDERSOM 2EPORTING CCMPANY, ING. A
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association with him?

The Witness. At that time there was no

association at all.

Mr. Triplett. How about after arriving in the

United States?

The Witness. Oh, yeah, when we arrived in the
Unitea Statés. Because of the Bay of Pigs many of
us got together. Many people we didn't know, you
know.

Mr. Triplett.' Are you talking about because
of the plahnipg for the invasion or the aftermath?

The Witness. No.. Because of the planning
before the inv#sion( ‘We came in contact with many
people we didn}t know and some‘pebple‘weAdid know
from Cuba. Like, you know, Nino Diei I knew from
Cuba. And Nino ﬁas involved in the Bay of Pigs.
And Artime. I didn't know Artime in Cuba; but I
met Artime’here, you know. As a matter of fact the
people I was with didn't like Artime.

Mr; Tripletﬁ. By the way, when and where'did
you first meet Bernard Barker?

The Witness. I met him when he lived in thé
Northwest section. I met him, I bélieve,'either
with Marcus or Pedro Diez Lanz. We went over to

his house.

ALDERSONM REPORTING CCMPANY, INC,
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1 Jdenis?
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Page

-f}:;;f Mr Trlplett..}And when was th:Ls'> e

,_ IS

The Wltness..; h llke I say f'let's see, thejd

e G
. R
P

'~hﬁ Trlplett. wfsﬁﬁ-

The Wltness.; Aprll, EGI; . So itihed;to‘be

'1somet1me 1n'f61;;‘”

Trlplett. hefore the 1nva31on5
hg'The Wltness.: Oh yeah .Elthe; 160 or }Si.':ies.
;hf‘ Trlplett All rlght |
haBy the way, dld you ever'meet and know Josev'
SehgenlsV o |
| ‘hgThe'Witneés.y Yot‘re talklng abeut Sangenls">
'U"Mti Trlplett.3<Sangenls."l |
hg,The'Witness._ Oh I know the Sangenle.famlly

very well 31nce, I belleve, 1956 I ve known them.

§ I know Roger Sangenls.‘ And I belleve that 's who

you re probably talklng about.' Ivknew.Lque:Sangenis{
tht;gTrlplett.' How about.Jose5;' v
‘fheAWLtness,;‘You re talklhé about Sam Jenls°“
el riplete. Y%S?aﬁ‘7
f{imhe'withéss;y”yeah{iﬂ

iﬂrgﬁifiplettlu7Yehfknew'him byfthe name Sam

~ The Witmess. I knew him, yeah.

’th“Tripiett;y.Ahdhwhét;Wééﬂthelnatﬁre”of‘youf

m....E*x:s.n\’ R"”"" NS TT "‘1{ NG,

1nva51on was what,v1961 or '62?"{61 I‘thihk it was. - |
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:dssociation with him?

'The'WitneSS.1;Well;ASam Jenis is a code name

that he used. Sangenis is‘onebname; So what he did

: is_cut'the name>in'half and said Sam Jenis. So that

was his. code name;
Mr. Triblett;:1Code name‘for}what purpose?
.The‘WitnessrglélA. _Hedwas7the head of Qoerationh
40. Onefofinyﬂwatergate.aseoclates} Phillipe Diego .
'(phoneticlvWae-aleotOperation¢40.‘ |
Mr;ﬁTriplett;; Non_jnst for.the rec0rd, what
.exactly was-Operation{40?
The WitnéSs.. ItIWas.an intelligence operation.

‘Understand before the Bay of Pigs‘invasion; YOu

had three different groups that the CIA controlled

CIA controlled the Revolutlonary Council "which was
political;'lThis waS‘where Howard Hnnt was in the
political end‘of it.A Okay, I hadbnothing_to do with
the polltlcal end of 1t, even though I knew, Tony
lLahone (phonetlc) and some of the peoplelln the
~pollt1ca1; | | | |

‘M?; Trlplett. youfre,talking about the CRC?

o

The Wltness.' Yeah 'hCuban‘Revolutionary‘Couneil.
;gThenyou had the Brlgade, whioh'another person
‘controlled that.b

. ¢

Then;you.had 6§erationA40>whioh'sam'JenisA

- controlled.

ALDERSSM REFORTING CUMPANY. ING.
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13-4 have dlrect contact w1th Operatlon 40.

-20~‘make contact. And»lt s~understan§able that you haveA

P : 67
So I had my associations in between<really because

.here we had a spec1al air group that ‘we' were

FSRE

3 assoc1ated w1th Pedro Diez Lanz and myself various

. “'

'pllots and myself towards thls spec1al air group.

. w

‘At the same tlme I had ‘naturally, assoc1at10n‘w1th

é jvthe Sangenle famlly”

7 'Operatioh 40;5th;’primary job was intelligence.
? In other words once a beach head was made'inside”

9 of:Cuba, the people to follow the beach head would
ol be 1nte111gence, wh1ch would be Operatlon 40, whlch

1 already had contact 1nsxde‘Cuba through'the CIAa-

i2 ‘naturally. The Cuban CIA agents would 1mmed1ately

And belhg an’lntell;gence organlzation,going

: into Cuba, in otheriwords, to maihtain_oontact-with
fé' the ;ocal populace, the politioal»and the”military
‘7‘-conneétiohs.’ ThatbbothACIA ahd.mehbers of this

whole 1hva51on group, whether it was the Revolutlonary

Counc1l or the Brlgade or from Operatlon 40 or. CIA,

an organization like Operation 40 to make contact

;-with,certain'people;' If there's any betrayal with

9athe peopleVyou make contact with,ih Cuba, well
naturally it's logical, in order to’fend'your

intelligence:operation‘you would eventually start .

- ..x..E”K:"‘” REPCRTING COMPANY, iNC. . . ) |
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s
j spreading'oﬁt.and you'd have té.go ahead and kill
2 people, both.political or militéry. That's part of
3 fighting a Qar, you know. |
* Mr. Tfiplett.’ Well, you mentioned Antonio
% 5| DpevVarona (pﬁdnetics. TonyFVarona. |
%V 6 - The Witness. Yeah, Tony.
gf 7 Mr. Triplett. ‘When did you first meet him?
g 8 :The‘Witness: I met Tony here in exileﬂbefore
: K :the Bay of Pigs. Because we all got thetﬁer tfying
é‘ ¢ !-to get the Cubans together to organize a resiStahce
'§ H movement in exile against the Castro GoVernmentL:
i 12 Mr. Triplett. Wwhen you say get tqgeiher;Y”Did
g 2 you have brief meetiﬁgs with Tony and the,réétléf
2 e ;hé people?
[ ’ T
g 13 b ' The Witness. Myself? No. I went with various
% 15 other people. For instance I went with Pedro, ‘Marcus.
i 17 We even went to New York with Marcus Sterling'up<
g w» Athere;- We spoke with ex Presidents} you kné%;*
£ ? 'Mr. Triplett. You did haVe:ohé or mpfe'meetinés
= X with.Tony Varona at the time?
E?:;%;EI‘ The Witness. Not too many. I'1ll be_very honest
b S .
U %_% with you. Not too many.
?3: ~Mr. Triplett. ‘Three, four,,half a dézen?'
“ 2 The Witngss. Yeah, maybe a coﬁplé'offméetings;
.z '
u-i Because again I'm not politics and my friends would be

DocId: 32252529
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12

13

the'ones;.'BecauééJI’m American remember. I'm not

a Cuban. So 1t s better for them to make the

< L‘

'Tcontact and talk and talk polltics.

Mr. Trlplett.. Up to this p01nt ‘while we've

been talklng about 1nte111gence, we've been talking

“;prlmarlly about the CIA.

Dld you have any contacts w1th representatlves

of'Army Intelligence?

The“Witness.;;Well, it's possible. ~Again, CIA.

draﬁsvfrom all inteiligence serVices,-both;Naval,

VArmy, Air Force Intelligence, and takes them away
-from their own service and then‘uses_tbem as CIA

'agents;

Mr. Tfipiett.f.bkay.-

To yonr knomledge; did.jou.ptoVide'anyu
information;or.perfotm_any‘activities-on behalf of
Army, Air Force or Naval Intelligence?‘ |

Tbe Witness, 'Yee. |

Alex'Roarkv(pbonetic) went onfawmiseion to
Cent;al America andtI_did'seCure;vof‘f did‘aek for

Naval Intelligence, to ask for Help,vyou know, to

‘lbcate where Mr. Roark-and his pilot 4- Sullivan

was hls pllot who made ‘this trip to Central America =--

er; Triplett. (Interp031ng) This was the time -

that Mr. Roark turned up'missing?

ALDEREON REPCORTING C TruNY INC.
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f_vsent out,

:background

.antl communlst

i'fThei%itness.

'Alex Roark

"f Mr Trlplett.

'7¥eahi¥n4

;Jeffreyﬂsuiliv%n;and”f'

And to’ your knowledge, did_NavaIf

Intelllgence prov1de any ass;stance'>

ft The Wltnessﬂ

"belleve posszbly Naval Alr Force.

I belleve,

‘Yes, they d1d
Coast Guard alrcraft and I

It m not sure, you

:know, what they d1d but I know they did go out and

=prov;de thegnecessaryzsearch,mlssxon for;locatlng the{

ﬂ‘alrcraft.g

"'Mr;.Trlplett.

Wéé'h'ﬁehbertof“Navai IntelliQenoe;

el

h;past w1th the FBI

fhe worked for them,

.IpLWhétupOSlflon,~;

L Mr .

What was your

'Intelllgencevon,hls

e ."

- -“, R 51
RREES The Witness.g

R

'»jqulck actlon and I got on the phone and I made the

......

K o e\t pm s ‘
U CALDERSON REPCORTING COMPA
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.1And'Wasfthis_heoauseiMr.ﬂRoark,ﬂ"

The Wltness.‘

-Alex was a‘frlend'of mlnef,

‘not as.an inﬁormant,

Trlplett.t

that partlcular tlme““

»oraan:associate?I'
I dldn t know too much of Alex s

Very strongly

Alex d1d have an assoc1atlon 1n the'

HlsiaSSOC1at;on,

;donft know.»t

Okay.

purpose in approachlng Naval

behalf as opposed to State

jDepartment, Coast Guard Navy 1n general Army"A

.

I ll be very honest w1th you.'ﬁAt-'

‘dldn“t know.

el

I wanted some*f

I

70

They 1mmediately 5

I would say that.v’

but,forithem.,
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ﬁB.Nava1 Inte11iggnce,

Mr. Triplett,  It Qas yogﬁ‘aéSuﬁptidn tﬁatvfhe
quick actidﬁ would come from Naﬁél Infeiligencé‘és.
,Qpppsgd ;o ény other:sburce? - l

| 'TheAWitnéss;? Yes.‘ |

As é'mattgr qf_faqf I:did have a meeting witﬂ
Alek the daf before-he left on this mission, on ﬁhis
trip, at Qpa'locka¥éirpo¥t.

! ,: Mr. Triplett. You say he was on a missién.
On whose behalf was that mission?

The Witness. I don't know at that particular

airﬁért. Heltold us he Was én_his way to Central
Amefica and then he ¢ompletely diséppeared.

Mr. Tfiplett. Have you had occasion on other
occaéioné to phone Naval‘Intelligenée‘and ask for
éssiStaﬁcé? o
| The Witness. No.

Mr;'Tfipieft. Or tp pfoéiée;iﬁférmaﬁiong.

‘TheZWitness}.‘N¢,' | B

Mr;'Triplétt.b‘ﬁave you»Begn invoived with
6:§énizations that have rﬁised:fﬁnds priQateiy_to
perform_anti-Castro‘actiViﬁieé?v ﬁéidg, prépaganda
6: whatever? |

The Witness, Can you repeat the beginning of

ALDERSCON EZPORTING CCMPANY, INC.
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time. All I know is, we had the meeting at Opa locka
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‘more specific? How did they raise the funds and from

il Station Chief in'Santiago works for the Rum Company

‘money, did you personally make any trips into and

‘out of Cuba?

Page

72

6f that?

Mr. Triplett. Okay.

Have fou been involved iﬁ any o:ganizations
that have’raised private money for the purpose of
fighting Fidel Castro or providiné propaéanda against
him?

The Witness. Yes.

APedro Diéi Lanz, Marcus Diez Lanz and myself.
Again, they’made'the connections with various people
for'fuhds iﬁ order to, you know, operate against

Castro.
Mr. Triplétt. Okay.

When you say with various people, could you be

whom? ' |
The Witness. Personal contact. I will go ahead
and tell you one of the groups, because most of the

pédple I don't know who they got the funds from

because it was not my position to do that. From

Bééardi_Rum Company, which the Vice-Consul, the

after his retirement.

‘Mr. Triplett. And as a result of raising this

ALDERSON RTPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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. The Withess. Yes, sir.
Mr. Triplett;{ﬂon how .many occasions?

 f'¢he>Witness.ﬁ”We1;A-7 oh,-I'lI'give you ‘another |

14

-

,namefgﬁbrﬁbLoﬁie'coﬁteaégﬁeffo, which is separate

oof the.Bacq;di!Rpﬁ,COmRany.'
'?br.iioﬁieKCoﬁte_Aguerro was being trained and

beinQ-financed by the.United_States"Gove;nment, went

:OVer to Eurooe -;-V | - -

Mr. Triplettxﬁ(Iﬂterbosing) Okay. {So'this

wasn't privately financed. This*ﬁas agaiﬁ_Government

‘money?

" The Witness. ~I'can5no£-exact1y tell you that

he received the money aireotlyvfrom.the Government.

-But he contacted meeat.a-meeting at the Miami Springs

_Villa;one time with a whole room fuli of Cubans there
who knew me, many of them kneW'me, One of the
persons that was with him was:Oscar Mastre (phonetio).

They.owned 1ike GMQ in,Cuba, his family. Whlch these

xpeople naturally had very close CIA connectlons and

-had- thelr own, f1nanc1ng. You ve -got to understand

a lot of these people, they have .their own flnan01ng.

-They would glve money and the Government would

:elmburse:them. So. it ;sn‘t llke~1t S coming‘directly

from the GoVefnment. That's how they work. Go through

ALDERSOMN REPORTING COMPANY. iNC.
$ 3K

75




n, .

SHTHGTON,

<
~

Y.

.S,

fomt
.
Tl
=
&~
7]
L&
~
<
=
(e ]

DocId: 32252529

20024 (202) SSW-234§ . .

AEPORTERS BUILDING, WA

KIS

- A

Viens
R

Page,?ﬁl

'fagréed; I felt{that.-- there.wére;fime operatiohs

: money'it'would»cost'to do thefoperations} and I told

‘them approximately about $5,000 per operatibn, That

“forth.. And:ifwbuld obtain thé_pilofs because they

‘couldn't find their way-in the daytime, as well as
‘Perform the operation mYselﬁ[pefsonally.

'you'receive'your.flight trainipg?, o | [

'thibugh the GI Bill of Rights, my ?ilot‘f;aining‘and
a Civil'Air‘Patroi Squadron Number 1 in Norfolk, and
*fstartédjtofgé; my hours in in -single engine aircraft

'énd so fotth;”

‘'you in the .CAP?

74 §
And theYiasked me to do a series of air raids

in Cuba, but to drop nothing but-;eéflets, which I

and théy’askéd me what the operations were, how much’

would lease the plane, the pildtsiinvolyed and so

wanted'me‘to stay out of it.

But unfp;ﬁunately,‘bedéﬁée éomé'of gbe_ﬁilots
at'nigﬁtlﬁiﬁef’I h;d“t§ §o abead and dg‘them}myéelf.
Mrf>Triplett. By the way, when ahd.ﬁhére did
Thé Wiynegs; In Norfolk, Virginia.
'ﬁf;‘irég}éﬁf.  Thr§u§h the milité#g;orfprivéﬁgly?

The-Withess;, No, sir}.priﬁdtely.f;I took'it

so forth;“through’CAP, 1 waé bpérations.officet’for

Mréfiripigtt.';Dhriné,what period of time were

N . ' T
N . . . ~
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The Witnesé.‘ I guess in the '40's

Mr. Triplett. All right. Getting

- missions into- Cuba.

About how many missions in and out
you make?
TThe"Witngésgfjl_would{safely,say a.

Mr. Triplett;” Weii,-fen,fso, or 100? -

iThé;Witness.;cNo,fI.did over 100.

missions. -

MrivTriplétt._.Were,these~éil;by.piane, or .

some by boat?

The Witness. Boat and aircraft.

‘Mr. Triplett. ,Were}theumajo?ify aircraft or

‘the majority boat?

The'FWi_tness° The majo;ity‘aifdraft.

Mr. Triplett; And how ggaiﬁ,.precisely,~were
~Ehe$e‘missiénS»finaﬁcéd?A |
“ The witness. SOme'with“théfkﬁoﬁiedéé Qf.the
Governmentiand some without the-knOyledge of thé ‘ '
'vae?nment. |

Mr. $riplett. .When you say with the knowledge,
~did ypulreééive ﬁonéy from a reérééeﬂtaﬁivé'ofvthe |
Government, oriwaé there a cut out like'you des¢ribed

to where some private funds Were replaced by the

ALDERSOM RIPCRTING COUMPANY, NG,

77
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or the '50's.
back to

of Cuba‘did

great number

Over 100




] 76
! éévernment?'
2 _ The'WitnessT I would say.that I myself personally
3 ~ did not recéive thé'money directly from the Government.
4 It_was done through other peoplé, which other péople
g S| got me to do it. For instance, Dr. Louié.Conte
5 é Aguerro. He directly said, "Frank, what's the
% 7 operation cost? Here's the money." And I got it.
é 8 ‘. : Mr. Triplett. "And what was~the average cost
; 3 | of each operation?
é’ 10 : The Witness.. About $5;000. $5,000 period.
g S Mr. Triplett. And that -- did that include’
% ) : .
% 12 money or reimbursement for you and the other people
[
g, 13 involved to support'your families?
E ¢ The Witness. No. That was money for the
% 13 ; particular operation.
? CI Mr. Triplett. Well like you say, flying in
% '7 | 'and out of Cuba, one flight, dropping leaflets, would
% '8} have cost $5,000?
E 19 '- ‘The Witness. Right. Sure. You've got an
S aircraft. You've_gét to pay the.pilots. You had
‘¢3§%:'N !“to_give the pilots like $1,500 each to do this mission.;
?ét ?zi This was a mission that was a naturally dangerous ' E
& mission. 3
2¢ Yes, as a matter of fact Alex went on several |

i
4z |
3

of these missions with me, taking pictures of the’

i
1

t

'
|
|
|
|
i

i
% ALCERSON REPCORTING COMPANY. INC.
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1 | operations and so forth.
2 " .. Mr. Triplett. But you were the pilot'frequently?.

I ~ The Witness., Sometimes I was the pilot, yes.

s

EPS

,};Mr?'Tfipleifﬁ;5Wﬁofelse went on these missions

$ | with:you besides Alex? - | |

il - The Witness. “Bill Johnson was one of -the

7 fpilotSFtﬁﬂt.ilﬁifédito work with me. Alex, naturally.

20024 (202) S§5n-2345

8 Jéffréy,'defféey'Sﬁiliv&n. ‘If,I think of’any ﬁore
9 | pilots I'iligive it to Mr. Fonzi. o |
10  ¥Q;J Mg, yriplegg;»iwe.will recéss fét'lunéh:until
»wi i:dUio'ciéck. - |
127 - (The committee;faf 12:05 é;m;; :eéessed, to

i3 | reconvene ‘at 1:00 p.m.

REPORTERS AUTLDTNG, WASHINGTON, i.C.
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-aththeAAmerican Embassy,twas1William.Caldwell (phbnetic)g‘

‘either from or thfough’the-auspices of Bernard Barker
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during your activities after your return from Cuba.

'

i
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H

i

i

H

AT :
(Eheléomgitée;rrécénveped.aé‘1;30 p.m.[ éﬁaffb
Counsel Wiliiam K. Tfiplett, éfésiding.
Mr.,Tfipleft. -Lgt's go béck on the record.
Mr. Sguxgis:éd§isés that ﬁe has ﬁow fecalled
a_coup1é Qf names that_he.éoﬁidn't_recallAthis
-mqfﬁiqg. o |
o Véhé hame Of,youf seéoﬂaJWifé§ 
" The Witnessf 'Juanitﬁ’Térgell‘(phonétic) is
he;_maidéh name. | |
‘Mr. Triplett.i And yoﬁr_first wife?
ffhe Witness;‘ Maidén name was Thompson. I'll
remember the fifst néﬁg. | |
l"-;fheivice:CQnsﬁi'of-Saﬁﬁiago,.his nameAwas
Patter;on. ' | B o
|  Mr.Tfiplett{’ipatfé?SOﬁ, théjlast:name?
The Witness. ‘Pattefsoh, The Chief of Stgfion' |
ahd:Viée-Consul of_séntiago.h : | f' - o
Mr.>Trip1ett. ?éttersbn.‘

_The Witness. The Chief of Station in Havana,

o

Mr.,TripleEt.> okayy“‘bq”

This morning we were talking about money ‘coming

Now exactly when.and where did you meet Mr. Barker?

e L - . T S —
T [ ALDERSOM EIPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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The Witness. At his home in the Northwest
section and I believe whén I mef‘him I was with Pedro.
Mr. Tfiplett. Qkay. Whé intréduced you? |

The Witness. Pedro.

Mr. Triplett. So Pedro Diez Lanz knew him prior

- -to that time?

The Witness. Right.

Mr. Triplett. And how many meetings did you
-have with Mr. Barker?

The Witness. Oh,'numéroust

Mr. Triplett. All at his home?

The Witness. No. I had meetings at restaurants,
at his.home.

Mr. Triplett. At how many of these meetings did

-money actually change hands at the meeting?

The Witness. Never with me personally. As
‘a matter of fact I received gifts from him, from his
boss. Either going out to the Ranch House which was

on, close to 36th Street near LeJuene Road. There

‘used to be a Ranch House there. He took me there.

| 'He took me to dinner and said the boss told me to take

i 'you to dinner.

Another time for a Christmas holiday he gave

i'me a bottle of booze.

Mr. Ttiplett.' Okay. You receiVed‘gifts from his

ALCERSSN RESORTING COMPANY, INGC.
=
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1 ‘boééi*
2 '. ‘.'f“fhe’Witné§§,v Not ée:ébgaiiy;fﬁut'thfqﬁgh
ii  Barkér§ . |
4 . .Mf, Tfibiett; “Andlwho waé hié-boSs at tﬁat
I , ‘ ne "= e
IR S ~-?he;Withgss,: A§ain.vaeznévé: met his‘bqss..'

7| ‘Like I say it's possibly one -of several agents that

8 § was his -control officer.

9 I ﬁatufally.fhéffirsﬁ one.thaf I know of, who .
10 ‘I had never met persbnally, was'Eduardo. The.secénd
11 -one naturally I believe it was‘Jim Knowlés, and I

12 think Jack SﬁeWéft‘comes in there somewvhere. -

ﬁ' Mr.. Triplett.A"Yqu had never persohally.met

¢ | -Eduardo?
The Witness. No. We'd all heard in the Cuban

13 colony of Eduardo'bedause he was political. Beloﬁged

171 to the political_éectbr of CIA;. And I had nothing
o , v : , :
18 i,to do with the political sectof. And that had:to
19 beddone with the Cuban Revblutiénary Council.

20» Mr;ATriplett. ‘Do you know who Eduérdé was?

)
e

_The Witness. Personally, no. But I knew who

i . name .

S Eduardonas; It was Barker's CIA control_bfficer.
3 | ‘Mr. Triplett. I mean his actual full name?
2] The Witness. No, I did not knqw his actual full
e | | o ' |
’I
{

DocId: 32252529
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v .Mr.iniplet£. 
2 o Thé Wi£ne§s.
3 mr. Triplett.
4 ‘The‘Witness:

S - Mr. fripiett;A

é i him?

b The Witness.'

20024 (202) S54-23u5

8 i Because remember at

81

Do you know now?

Oh, certainly.

And who is that?

Eduardo was E. Howard Hunt.

~ And YOﬁ say you've never met

To -the best of my knowledge.

that time you run across a lot

S S of'peopie éna gﬁles;:§6ﬁ,actﬁélly know. who they are,
£ 10| you xnow, Tor —- 1

g n ,«. Mr. Tf&plétf;féklﬁtefpogiﬁg) Pardén me. Let's
a - : . . g . .

% 12 ~c1arifyvthis.g"

'2,13 Youfhave met E;.Héward Hunt?

i 4 o The Witness.' Oh, yeah. Certainly.,

é R Mr. Triplett. . And you have, after'the fact,

& | S - ~ \

-4

A

16§ learned that Eduardo was in fact E. Howard Hunt?

“7 The Witness.eright.
% '8 Mr: Triplett. So you have met Eduardo?
: The Witness.. Oh, certainly. Yes.
S 2 Mr. Tripletﬁ; Okay.
;Zﬁsﬁgfﬂ ?: .‘4Wh§p @id.jqu first meet hém? o | |
P ? % ‘The Witness. I believe it was Barker's office.
zzi‘He introduded me to him when I was going into the
2L :Ql_ffice _’ar_la_- I thinkﬁI hé wa‘sllgoing.o_ut of »t'he office‘.
25;; - Mr. Ttipleft{ When? o
.i S . : T
éé AL:SRsor:HEPOR?NQ‘CGM?ANiiﬁc.
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.} ‘The Witness; I'm not sure ofvthé.exact month,
z but I believe it was 1972. Béfore, you knéw,_i
3 ~got iﬁvblVed-with thé-Piumbers.ﬁnit. The speciai
4 intelligencé unit forméd by‘the Prési&ent qf the
.g, : Uﬁited’states.} ' |
5 5, Mr. Tripiett. You never.mef him before 1972?
% 7 The Wiﬁness. ~To the best ofAmy knoWledgé~I.
g 8 i had néver met this man béfore'1972.  The.name I knew,
'Z kS LEduérdO. 'ifdid not know E. Howard Hunt was Eduardo.
‘§' 10 Ngvef’pérsonélly mét"thiélman to the best of my
'§ 3 "kno&}edgef Névé#'at'allr‘ I don't ever recall meeting
'i 12 ﬁ. ﬁdwafa ﬁunt;fﬁof aid I know #hat Eduardo was E.
g .p Howard Hunt béfore‘lQ?Z, NeVer-khew theidonnECtion
2 e ‘between them. |
g B Mr. Triplett. All right.
i s Whaf wgs your role with réspect'to the
Z ‘? ‘Internationa}'A#fi-Communist BfiQ&dé?” |
g ﬁ The Witness;'vWéll;vgoing‘back, understand}
e " my role was at @ne'time this was a'group that I formed
5 m  whiCh;werevone'of many many»grdups‘that Was fofméd>
_@iﬁ%%f‘siin the Miami area. I'm talkiﬁélgbOut Cuban:groués
ﬁéi : ywhq were anti-Castfo.grOups. | |
?3' - And Jerry‘Pétrick Héming'(phOnetic)bhéd a group
24;‘of’Americans from the‘Unitea Stétes or from Canada
= éin the area, tha£ these poysvwéreéssociated with

i

i . . ALDERSON RIPORTING CUMPANY. INC.
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- Rolando Maeferer,f-And we, because we were trying to

'=or‘1ess'shiftéd;away, o

=dea11ngs w1th Rolando Masferer. Because you nust

:Cuba Who, uhder"thé Batista regime} had a' terrible

‘name for torture and kllllng and so forth

‘wasn't it?

I say we, I talk about people like the Diez Lanz

.brothers and myself and other Cubans who more or less

:»years went by we 1ntegrated w1th certain people in
i--vt:he Cuban colony that had dealings w1th Batista in
-the past but only certaln people. And Manerer was

-not one of these people.

il

83
do operations'against‘Cuba'we_more'or less got these
fellows incorporated with us. But we have never done
anything with them because it was a raunchy group of
men. Believe me. Real raunchy. And they just more

Mr. Triplett. You*mentioned Heming and
.Rolando Masfe}efgi}Who“eIseqwaé inVolved?x

The Witness.} Well I have never had any
understand that Rolando Masferer was a .Senator in

Mr. Triplett. Hle u;ckname was E1~Tlgere‘

ThevWitness.‘ El Tigere;alittle'tiger.-

But he was 'in exile. And we more or less -- when

were anti-Batista, naturally. And so even as the

Mr. Trlplett.v«okay,'

'ALEEF:Oﬁ 7”30“' 4G COMPANY, INC.
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When dld you formfthevinternational Anti-

9

Communlst Brigade’

The Witness.” Oh ffdon't know.» It was, I

'ifimegine, in the early '60 s, the Brlgade was formed

And then I gave up w1th it really.' And then the'
,Jperson who took over the Brigade'was Bucanhan, Jim
iBucanhen.

Mr. Triplett. Jim Bucanhan?

‘The'Witness}, ‘Who ‘was a newspaper man from
”the Sun Sentlnel 1nvFort Lauderdale..

‘ Mr. Triplett. well, did yon form'it all on
ybur\own; or were other"people involved'in the
iformation?

. The Wltness.‘ I more or‘less formed it on my
‘own.l‘I had I thlnk Ray Sanstrom take‘care of the

1ega1 aspects of it and .any letters or correspondence

and that was it.
Mr. Triplett. Were ‘the Dlez Lanz brothers,‘f?'

1nvolved w1th the formatlon of 1t, or the operatlon of
it?"
‘The Witness. No. ' No, not really.

But again my friends, the Diez Lanz brothers,

gere'my»friends-and anything I wouldmdo_naturally,_l

EWOuid*doiwith-them or without them.

!
1
!
!
i

ALDERSON RIFORTING :cmpqwrch

Page 86 . Co o ‘f. 5 ~

that would come in would,go to his office and SO‘fOIth,




85

1 B Mr. Triplett. How about Loren Hall?

(%]

The Witness. That name, until I started to get

[ )

all this information pertaining to the JFK assassination

de

I never really, and. truthfully never thought that T

g 5 zhadﬂmet7this man, ﬁOr did I knhow this man.
i . v T o .
SR .~ But as I came out, people like Jerry Patrick
'g ‘? *feminded me well, he was With my:group and this.dnd
vé 3 i ‘that and you met him and so forth; AndAthen there
s 7 was someééhings thatiI read iﬁ-&arious books that
g 10 lLbrehﬁHall did'leavé the MiaMibarea, did ‘go out
»é 1l there and wanted to ralse‘money for the Brlgade ‘and’
2 | .

12 so‘forth, and then I recollected that probably he
13 wasvoneioﬁxthe'persan’that I did know here that was,
4.1 with the_Jérry Patrick group.

13 .. Mr. Triplett. Is it possible you knew him by

REPORTERS BUTLDING,

¥ 1 the name 6f‘LorenonBaSSilio'(phonetic)? 

M,

“ v Thé‘Witness. I don't think so. :Hall is more,’
= - ' S ’ o , -
E i you know
g W Mr. Trlplett. (Interposing) How about Lawrence
= . . . - »A : R .
= -0 Howard, or Lorenzo Howard? Did you know him? Was
ERRN| 3 | - )
Eﬁ%@? | he 1nvq1ved.
‘4-’{\'-'27 an . ‘ ’
AR, L The Witness. No.
130 - » . =
: i The only Howard I know was a David Howard. He
24 | ' | |
;*wasia pilot.
2s I B

r;.Triplétt._ Would fhat,bebeward_Davis? -

ALSERSOM REPORTING CC \'PANY tNC.
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.The Witnéss. Howard Davis.
Mr. Triplett. That eVerybody"called Howard?
" The Witness. That's it. 'Well, they called
him, yeah ~--
Mr. Triplett. (Interpésing) Howard Davie?
' The Witness. Howard Davie; right.

Mr. Triplett. What was his relationship with

“the group?.

The Witness.. Well, he was one of the people

that I met through Jerry Patrick. There was a

‘parachute group, YOu know, that he was trying to form.

A parachute schbol_or:group. And they had been

associated or involved with various other Cuban

‘organizations to try to get tied up with, and it all

boiled down to one thing. The money. Who had the

‘money to do operations, who didn't have the money.

Mr. Triplett. Was Howard Davis connected with

“the CIA?

The Witness. At that'time, I don't believe so.

“AS a matter of fact I don't know, at that particular

‘time.

Mr. Triplett. How about William Seymore? Did

you know him? Or was he involved?

The Witness. I don't think I know Seymore.

Remember, Jerry Patrick had a number of people,

ALCERSON RESCRTING CTOMFANY. INC.

88

86




87

DR

a number of‘Americans with him and I didn't personally

S

know every one 1nd1v1dua11y, you know._ Only certain
3|l ones that I dld recall and some I dldn t recall.

'Mr. Triplett. Well, at that tlme Jerry Patrick

s

S jalsolformed a group callengnterpen, or'Intercontlnental
hé PenetrationﬁForce? | |

.. The Witness;tlkight,

5 /er; Iriplett:djﬁasxthat a subsidiary of‘your

9 »group, or were they more or less 1n tandum,'or what

. .xe”
P

10 § ‘was the relatlonsh1p9 , . o '_ i .
;The Wltness.‘ I don t thlnk there was any -
12 relatlonshlp because they went off and did their own

13 thlng! really, You know, after that they d1d their

e | own thlng.

And I personally, like I.say; I don'tvrecall o

REPORTERS BUTLDTNG, WASHINGTON, D.C, 20024 (202) SSW-2345 7

18 when:Bucanhan de01ded‘we11, go ahead and use the

Y Brlgade, because I dldn t. care .at that partlcular R
= . v
0 S ‘ .
£ 8 time. So-I d;sassoc1ated myself, you'know, thh them.
Lo ‘ . . . o » : . 4

£ 91l And Bucanhan took. over the group.

< o ’ ' i
s .20 '

'As a matter of fact Bucanhan also can verify' -

,Vthat;I_was here until around_November,the'Zan.r

Mr. Triplett. We'll get to that a little

What other thlngs were you d01ng at that t1me7

“The Wltness, I was d01ng air and boat operatlons

ALCERSCSN REPORTING COEMBPANY, INC. ) i

DucId:32252529 Page 39.»



70 ‘ H”tTheaWitness:I,No fhndingat all. :Completely
8 | broke.
<. 51 Mr. Triplett. Just a paper organization?
z 104>' The Witness. _Just a paper organization. Just
? 41? to ‘have an’ organlzatlon to try to do somethlng.
(%] : ks N L
= -~ I - _ ' v . ke . :
- T‘l Mr. Triplett Were,there-any aCt1V1tleS beyond
g ?3§ a’ beer party’
:'{4é~ The Wltness. 'I never went to any beer parties.
il ! : ~ |
£ ﬁ_;I don't drlnk.A I 'm a teetotaler.f
A LIS R Mr;‘Triplett, I probably sald that a llttle
Y fllppedly. |
2 |
= '8 Were there any" act1v1t1es of the Brigade
I
§ 1 conducted whatsoever?
s @7 - The Witness. 'As.an organization at that time, .
AT . " o |
BN i Mr. Triplett. Well, what was the purpose of
aq il R R L “
'i?be Brigade?. . R - .
f“é" ~The:Withees.‘ As I sa1d before, the purpose ofj'
',fthe Brlgade was to get a group of Cubans “and at that
%15 HL—E ta\.'t‘ RTSORTING CCM ANy, INC.
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x gevﬁheiﬁiﬁeiyién,ailidepﬁspni"
.2 Mr. Trlplett. ~AI§3and'boa£ operations?' You
?”‘ mean lnto‘Cuba9' B

s The Wltness. ‘RIQh#}{

S

Mr.’ Trlplett. ‘What was the funding of the

-4 " International AntifCommunist-Brigade?

Page.gﬂ
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t parficular timelto,get,thesevAmerioans to.oe aVailable
2| for any operatlon.
? But I dec1ded that I couldn t handle these'b
s people and I. dlsassoc1ated myself with Patrlck and
vé 5 his,group. They were uncontrolable.
[ .o . . ’
2 s - | Mr..Triplett., Was it a corporation? You mentione
§ 7 Mr. Sanstrom was involved in it.
§ 3 il anhe Wiﬁness:: It's very easy to find out )‘I_
< 9 .thlnk p0551bl§ 1t was formed as a corporation to. try
s ‘
z 19 to arrange‘money“legally. And like.I said ‘before,
§ H Tthere{WasanoVﬁoney #ocbe raised.
9 S Lo R .
‘ 120 M'r,' Tr‘iplett. Okay.
« o _ o
% 13 S B If 1t was a corporatlon or even if it was a
i e vpartnershlp, it won;d-require more than one‘person
% 31 as; therrganlzer. fwnb’éisé organized it with you?:
% 18 thOSe names were on it?
i ?7 ~ The Witness. To be honest with fou,-my ﬁinn"
g '8 is blank on'tnat; If it was a oorporafion and
E 19 :1egally 1ncorporated Tallahassee would have the
§ :qw;papers and the people s names on 1t.
Zﬁ$§%;QVE M;}_Trlplett. How‘long were yon withvtheg
fé<'22i»Organizationlbefore you-tuﬁned it over tO[Buoanhan?~
?31 ZThe Wifness. Well I didn't exactly‘tusnbit'
x ‘ovet. .I,jus£ let it ride and told Bucanhan,foh,
5 forget it. So he ﬁofe or leSs-started it upthimself

i
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and made himself the Secretary égneral of the
organization and so forth; |
| Mr. Tfiplett. Okay.

For how long were you invdlved with it? Weeks,
months, years?
The Witness. ©No. Not that long. The Brigade,

it may have been a year possibly, that I wanted to

~go ahead and be involved with it. But like I say,

I just lost interest in the whole thing because of
a lack of funding.
Mr. Triplett. Have you ever been contacted by

any person for the purpose of killing somebody in

this cbuntry?

The Witness. Yes, sir.

Mr. Triplétt. By>whom?

- The Witness. At that time, a CIA ageht.
Mr. Triplett. And who was the agent?

The Witness. Do I have to tell you? Well, I've

~got nothing to hide. I'm'sorryfi:even said that.

The year, I don't recall the year, but I don't

‘know whether I called this partyvor the party called

me. Anyway we got together and in getting together,
I was either asked at his home or at a restaurant,

whether I would be interested in doing a domestic

‘assassination. And that surprised me.

ALDERSOM REZORTING COMPANY, INC.
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1 o Mr. Triplett. Who was this person?
2|  The Witness. Barker.

W

r.-Triplett. "And approxiﬁately when? Do

+ || you recall?
| . : . .
| o . " o S c
S »_:The Witness. No. I'don't recall.
60 '; Mr. Trlplett. ' can you put it in a‘frame of

;’ referencey after you returned from Cuba? Before

3 i or after the Bay of Plgs’ |

9 A~¥i’The Wltness. ThlS lebthe problem. It wae after
10 I carme from Cuba. - I don't recall what year. Whether
3B 1t was befote or‘after the Bay~of Plgs."I honestlyy
12 % don" t recall e ‘ |

'3’;_'y4‘ I dld tell Sam Jenis about this. and he klnd of
laughed and he sald really, you've got to. be klddlng.
.b';Well, find out.

18 4 So, I pursued it. .I told .Barker, I said yes, I

"7 lwould do it, a domestic assassination. But first I've

fz 300 7TH STREET, S.¢. REPORTERS HQILDTNG;'NaﬁﬂIHGTON. B.C. 20024 (202) S54-2345

8 got to find out who the person.is; ~Then he started
W. questlonlng me,‘well how would you go about it and .
20 so.forth. And I said hey, you'know, 1t all depends
i 21 ton who thebparty is.
PR So we went from there and I had a couple of -
- i . _ 4 L
‘J!meetings with him pertaining to that. Then finally
14 ' . . : ' :
'”gI:was told to pin him down and say hey, I will not
l ' . A
23

ido it unleee-l'get‘word from his control office.  And

! ' ‘ - . ALDERSOM REPORTING \.x.MPL«NY NC
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‘that‘s.what'I did. 1 said until.ybdrVCOntrol officer

51ts down w1th me and tells me that he. wants a domestlc

L

assa951natlon done, then I would do it. .But through

'you,ﬁno. I want’ another verlflcatlon from your control

officer. He never came back

Mr. Trlplett._ Dld‘he everAtalk»to his control
officer?

The. Witness. Evidently he must have, because

- he never mentioned it after that particular incident.
"And I'd been in touch'with‘him up until the day of
Watergate, our'problems With'Watergate;' And he never

.came ‘back and told me whether or not he wanted me to

go ahead and contlnue, you know, whatever the domestic

assassination was. . Because I said I want to_know who

-the party is, dependiné on how I would“do it. If it's

'going to be domestic, it's pretty. hot stuff, YOu know.

So I told Barker, well, go to the Everglades,

you dig a hole, put  lye in there and‘bury?the guy

- or we'll get an airplane or boat and do 1t out here

in the Gulf you know, blow the.boat up and.SO'fOrth.
But I said before I actually do it, I want your

control officer to sit down with meé and I want it

“from his mouth that this is national security business.
»And I would want to know who the party lS, dependlng

“on “how I would do thls partlcular operatlon, you know.

ALDERSCN REFORTING COMPANY, INC.
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Because‘you've gof to kidnap the guy..

Mr. Tripleee.,'And ﬁho was fhe'party he wanted
killed? |

Thé Witness. I don't know. He never‘told me.

Mr. Triplett; Did he offer you any money or

‘any facilities for the purpose of doing this?

The Witness. No. It never got to that point.

In other words, after I told hlm, you‘know,‘that I

.would have to sit down with his control offlcer, the
'thlng-never developed 1nto anythxng else.

Mr. Tripleﬁt. Have you ever been contacted by;.

anyone else, or by Mr. Barker,.for the,purpose;of
killlng anybody else domest1ca11y°
7 ‘The Wltness;g,No; _'

Mr. Trlplett. Only that one t1me°_“ 

The Wltness.; Yes.u,Just that one tlme.

Mr. Trlplett. Have you ever been contacted by
~ anybody for'ﬁhevpurpose of killing somebody outside

- of the country?

The Witness. Since I'came'from Cuba?"No.
Mr..Txiplett. Specifioally Fidel Castro?
Tne Witness. Oh, Q;th Fidel, yes. Xee;
. Mr. Tri?lett.--well, that;s-killing somebody.
wThe~WitneSS. I'm sorry. I'm awfully sorry.

”_Well,_Marita Lorenz, but naturally we're going

ALASRSON REPORTING COMBANY. ING.
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! back I think'what, about '60 or '6l. That's about it.
2 | Mr. T:iplett.j Just'one'océasion, or more than
31 one occasioﬁ?
+ The'Wifness. One occasion; That's poison.

§ S Mr. Triplett. And again, who contacted you

? ¢ l~for that purpose? = -

% 7 The Withess. For that particular purpose who

% ® | contacted me tb_go ahead and set this thing up? No

2 5 l-one at all., Just the Cuban groups, you know, here

§ 1 ourselves, trying to go ahead and do penetration work

§ "' | inside of Cuba. We were going to try té kill Fidel

i 1?' naturally. |

E 13 Mr. Tripiett.“So it was a joint decision of

2‘}4 which you were a part?

% 13 . | The Witness. A joint decision.

i s Mr. Triplett; -Well, whose idea was it?

;j V | The Witness. Yeah, it was a joint decision to

g !8‘;90 ahead aﬁd t:y to kill Castro naturally. Which

E e continues until this day. Tﬁe only exception is

s -0 that I‘m not involved today and héven't been»for.the

2 : -
'2k$tzf“ i last number of years to do anything like that against
| Castro.
‘Mr. Triplett. How many times since you came back

Y

from Cuba have you been involved in plannihg or

LY
tn

attempting an assassination on Castro?

o ALDERSCN REPCORTING COMPANY. INC.
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'The'Witness;f How.many times? Well? g01ng

2 iiback many years ago, I would thlnk that after the

< Bay of Plgs 1nva51on, maybe shortly after that, I“
‘54 ~more or" 1ess lost 1nterest because of not hav1ng
g vsn the proper flnan01ng.; Inmorder‘to.dO‘that you have;'
e i . . L
éf 5 T to have proper flnanclng, to k111 Fldel.
'%'_7"h'f“yc\ 'd.say, the Bay of Plgs falled ;and I may .
;é :;i“ ‘have, trled after 1963 because of the Pre51dent s
éa 'assa551natlon, because.I was very brtter about that.l'
JQ ?“.' And I felt from as early 1964 that theva
'U_'"Pre51dent was assa331natedv that Castro s 1nte111§ence
}? - R ren .

. vserv1ce Was - ‘one . of others that was behlnd the kllllng

wf “of~the"Rresldeht.%rAndwnaturally.my feellng.was,

L .

¢‘ N ;,,A.u

'REFORTERS. BUTIDTHG, WASHIHGTON; .D. C,

e ,contlnuous‘revenge agalnst the frlends that he
H{; executed and wouldAbe feellng that he was‘rnvoived
o 18 fln the kllllng of the Pres1dent.m
ﬁ' V¢ ':M Trlplett.e So how many tlmes dld.you attempt,‘
) g 1élhor plan to klll Castro? SR | A
E‘i?-:‘ _ The'Wltness;, Oh I would say about, not.countrné
. »:fgjéqluthe Marlta Lorenz thlng at the very beglnnlng, I would
.?é§§§%%émwﬁsay here 1n the Unlted States, probably about two
iﬁéﬁ:;\?;i*tlmes, two or three tlmes, approx1mately.
2, | f_hr.;Triplett;) "And who else was 1nvolved‘w1th
?%'Vyou on these two or three»occa31ons°;
ziﬁif;_i The”Wrtness. gMyseIfyand afnumberioijubanyéroups

e T
“ L : ' - . . S ; e A o
B : ‘ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY.INC..
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“their own groups.y

here in-towh that eventualiy left, or probably. are

.living in Venezuela, are Venezuelan citizens, or

Mex1co and Central Amerlca.;_
‘Mrf Trlplett. Agaln you mentioned groups. It

had to be 1nd1v1dual people.h

The Wltness.. Well,‘lnd1v1dual people who had a

. i
. t‘,, P

'Mr. Trlplett. Who were these;individual

'.people? I want thelr names..

.Thé’Witﬁess;,?oh? Well, that;sﬁprettf‘teugh
because of the yearsuthat went by and . the connectlons
that we have had My goodness.

Mr. Trlplett. hHew aboﬁt:Orlandq Besch?

- The Wltness. Orlando Bosch, yeah..
M:.:Tripiett.t.prvahout Louise,Pesada?
The Witness;y'Louise‘Pesada?, I don't’knowE

whetheffI know Louise Posada. Louise“Posada?” But -

Orlando Bosch, yes. iﬂw”

-Mr. Trlplett 'thdTYOu‘ever discuss the

‘assassinatlon of Fldel Castro or plan the
'.assa551natlon of Fldel Castro with any off1c1a1

=of the United States Government?

The Witness. .No, sir. Not here. When I
left Cuba and came here,aho,

Mr. Triplett. How about an FBI Agent named

ALDERSCN REPTRTING CCOMPANY, INC.
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! Frank O'Brien?
2 The Witness. O'Brien? I.don't recall Frank
2 O'Brien. But more or'léss,_OVef the past years,
3 the FBI has been in touch with me. But Irdon't
g S recall'me discussing anything»about killing Fidel
i ’ .
2 s with any FBI agents.
% T Mr. Triplett. You say you don't recall, or
é 8 never did?
S 9 The Witness. I don't recall.
= _
é 10 _' Mr. Triplett. So you may have?
-g " The Witness. It'slpossible. Again I will say
% 12 that I've been involved in so many things in the
(o)
g 13 past years that I cduld'not say, you know, yes or
- :
i 4 hp. You know, straight out.
%v 13 ; ' /Mr. Triplett; Have you ever planned, or been i
% 18 thtacted by other'people for the purpose of
‘i v assgssinéting SOmebody outside this country other
g '3 tﬁén Fidel Castfo?
g " :The'Wit'né’sé. Other than Fidel Castro? No.
S 10 Mr. Tri;iett. Like maybe a Central or’SoutH
~2§§§%%37i American‘Presideﬁt or Dicﬁator, or Rau1 Castro? |
ﬁ%? 2 The Witness. Well, the Castro brothers, includingé
3 éhang, ¥ have naturaliy went to vérious countries |
24"énd naturally there are always conspirégies,going
2 on witﬁ some of the Cuban ekiles'that would like to

ALCERSSMN REISPCRTING COMPAN%!NC.
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o ’réélly nail‘these ﬁgoplé;
z Mr. Triplett. I'm talkingaabout you‘_
3 --épecificallf? | | |
4 | The‘wiﬁngss.“ Myself specifically? Well, I
5' S JHAQé'héard tﬂrough my;éssociéﬁions with,Variéus
g é ‘ cubans'in the past of‘wantiﬁg_fd go aheéd and try
g 7 ‘to, you know, kill them én certain visits that they
é ¢ 1 had taken ffom Cuba to certain other countries. But
: S| for mysélflspecificallj té'be inVolved in trying to
_g 19 dq‘it, I don't redall'that me myself did anyﬂplanning
g' i A‘étage, you khow,'tryinéjto kill Castro, ‘. |
i. 2 And to beahonest with you,'if.thefe was a plan
%; 3 ~tp do it, I would’céffainly get mysélf involved because
z 3 Ai{hate'tﬁe man;' IAw§ﬁld.havé-no heSitétion.
% ‘55'*5 - Mr, T;ip}e;t.;m;n othér words yqufre not
'% 18 .aaVé;sé.té‘fhat ;6££a3f:§lén?' Even.£§day?i 1s.that
‘i 37.VWhat yéﬁ‘fe,ééYiﬁgé@; . | |
% s The Witneés; ﬁell,.let‘me‘Say>this;‘ Ilwon't
'E.]g say that because.i'm.much‘older toaay; _Mﬁéh older
§ 0 and mpchlwisef and you canft buck the'system, And'
'avif Uncle Sam'says dQn'£ touch the}ﬁan,-ﬁéll'then you
ifdbnit touch, the man. So I'dOn;t tduch him, 
’ é " Mr. 'I',riple'tt.~ Okay.
242. Let's get back to ihé‘time when.ybu were ih»
25%'Cuba. What relationships-dia you'have, if any, with

R ALCERSON RESORTING COMPANY, INC.
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'l the @aéinos,tor the caéiﬁbjowners?  | |
2 ' . 5j ‘The Witness. : 1 5éI£evé{a£ 6né of the‘Staff
.3 meetings tﬁét I had witﬁ Casfrd; it'Wés either at
4 thé Air Forée'Base or the Prime Minisferﬁs office,
‘é 5 and it ﬁight“have”beeﬁ as early»éé'fébruéfy; Caétrol
) . Co o .
E é v wanted me to help Pasternita'Nunez; who was}a woman
g 7| that Was in the mountains with me, of_I was with them
'é‘_s’ in the’ﬁouﬂtaihs} *She”was a'miﬁisfef and all this
< 5 control éamé under her. So'Fideiiﬁanted me to help
= : R
§'10 her because of the confgsion ini@dﬁernmen; that was
g 1 jépiﬁg;op»as ;ariy;és:Fébruaryf |
3 _ . S B Lo . P .
% 12 ' so I; répreéenfing the'Cuban Government, assisted
< : o . T '
g 13 ,Pé$£g;nita}in ﬁﬁé,ﬁﬁé}145a§,éb§tfol for the Governmen;,
i 14 | of‘the ¢a3¥9O37»'I”beiievgvtheré_was‘app:Okimately'
é 13 } mdybe~22-c;§inds}éélthaﬁnpértiCular time.
= l _ . '
‘f 18 % My jdb.was, f¢f Cgstro, to make sure, as he
f 17 ;Qés éﬁanging'eVérytﬁlné;grquﬂ&; to make sure-tha£
I R S S L .
g '8 I'dnly a set amount of tables in each casino would be
& T . . ' . ,
£ 7 operational"and that each one of these tébiesfhéd,'
 § 0 tq-haﬁelfhé“GoVernmenﬁftax séamp:othhé ﬁéﬁles. And
zggﬁé%i’%fmy'jéb wéé to make~$ure Fhat for_instéﬁce, the gavana
;ﬁ;ﬁ 22 E_Hil;op was a big room there and they had Xgamoﬁnt
V2?%‘df_ﬁablés;tféuiette,'blaék jack,:tﬁis;'that and 56_ 
424% forth, that they wou1d h§ve to have éaéhltabie:with
23 % ajﬁax stamp,‘énd my'job’wasito make.suretﬁhatighat was
'{; ALCEZRSON RESORTING CTMPANT. INC. .
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'7 fdenea»

2 Mt, Trlplett..'Aﬁdzthieﬁﬁeefet £hé seme‘time

2 'thet fou were w1th the Air Force in éuba’ |
o4 ,The,Witness,_ Yeah.t Right.: f |

5 | ;.Mf:ff}ipiétt;:ﬂﬂea‘ytﬁ;tprevioee to tﬁat time,
é =§§er werked;ih angiof.the;ees;nqe?

7 'mgheéwitheestg;i;ﬁate‘ﬁeQef:WOrked; nor-heﬁe 1

8 'ownedtehxvéambiiﬁgiCaSinee;in my whole 1ife.
.S Mi;;Tfiplett.i ﬁed yqﬁ evefiwoxked forbany

19 'Qf the beople whe;OWned casines at.that timeé ;.

1 The»ﬁitness._ ﬁo. 'NeVer.in‘mQAwhole life; No.
2 .ﬁbne’whatsoever;;jThe'pnlf epntactvI'ever;hed.with_
13 either eaSino operaters or‘the‘managemeﬂt ie When'I
4 would go on an 1nspectlon tour to 1nspect the tables
‘5§fin the reome and .so forth for the Government. And’
¥ that wasn 't too-meny tlmes because I hadlmy other
T7'!duties.f

18 Mr. Tfipiettfe ée yeﬁ‘te‘seyihg:yod'ﬁete

E ‘essentially an inspecter'anﬂltax'regﬁ;ator?

20 -‘The Witnees5ﬁ Yeah. th make;eurettheyjkeep'

u 'everything ﬁonestt.. |

E Mr. Trlplett 'Did‘yeu have.anyipersonai ot

2?§feoc1al connectlons w1th any of the people that were
v24i involved with the cas;nos? |

e i . o .

= The'Witness; ,Sociei; no. ‘But I've had personal

ALCERSCMN REPCRTING CMSQNV INC.
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'ﬁmy.identificatiOn. I used to have my unlform on,

- anybody in ‘uniform had to keep out of the casinos

- table and I'd grab if somebody would roll the dlce,

-bit. .With’the dice, 'you know, they could be shaved

! and have mercury in them where ‘they would fall a certain

asked me to come to the United States, if possible,

ito go ahead'and_get some peopie who knew about gambling

101
contact with them because as I went to the casinos I

introduced myself, who I was. Naturally had to'have

but after awhlle Fidel sald that anybody who would

, go to the casinos =-- that was one of thevrules that

-area, the gambling area. They could go to the clubs,
;but not 1n the gambllng area. So I had to change

‘my clothes from my mllltary unlform to ‘my c1v111an
clothes and then I went and identified myself. Because

'I used to go to the ca51nos and ‘'go up to the crap

I ,would grab the dlce ‘and I would look at the dice
and I would say excuse me, I m Just‘checking the dice
and'so forth.. These are thlngs I would do. They'would |
be very angry at me for d01ng it. |

'Mr: Trlplett | "How dld 'you go abQﬁt105¢°ki?9‘
the dice? |

The Witness. "Well, I know something, a little

way and so forth and they could sw1tch dlce and o)

forth, and I wasn t really up to that. Because Fidel

7 ALSERSON REPORT NG COMPAMY, lNC
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1 gﬁd who knew about how to do the roulette wheei, you
2. know, electfonically and so forth. So I was going to
? go .ahead anﬁ do that,_but'unfoftunately-I didn't have
4 time to do that, to get the'proéer people to work for
g 5 ‘the Cuban Governmenf in order that the tébles would be,
t e ’
E' 6 It qu know, operated in a legal manner.
g 7 ;f And naturally there came a day where Fidel
§ 8 ordered me to go ahead and close the casinos for ten
; g a&ys, which he wanted to putvthem out of business,
[=3
z 10 which he did do for ten days.
-g ) | Mr. Triplett. And you persbnally closed the
5 :
% 12 | casinos for ten days?
44 b .
g 13 The Witness. Well, I notified the casino -~ I
i 14 did not notify the casino operators ;- but I notified
= _
% 13 : the inspectors that the casinos were going to be
& i
% 1§ | closed onAa certain day. So naturally, Pasternita
ﬁ 17 Nunez, who was thé minister,_sent out the memorandum
S R .
§ '8 | form to the casino operators that the casinos were
E 9  going to be cldsed.- And they got furious about it.
S When the order came;about;'that day it was
'2Q§3£ u %fclosed, néturally inspectors with troops went to the
fﬁif = %'casinos and made sure that the doors were locked and
e ngbody could entef the casino roomé to dolgémbling.
24‘ Then the next thing that followed that actually,
2 | was big demonstrations of thé families of the casino
% ALDERSON REPORTING chFANKlNc.
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: peabeful demonstration and Fidel was férced, ten
:fdays later,'to reopén the'casihos.
persbhally cdmplaip tb»yéu?.-

again I-waS'involQed_in these other thinés‘that I

‘the cadsinos inspecting?

~t3 you of this ten"day‘cldsing?

103

operators -- not operatorsj-- but the casino workers

because they had a union there. So. they had a

°*Mr;ATripiett.,”Did any of the ¢asino owners'

The‘Witness; No. During this peridd.of timg

I had no contact with the casino Operatbrs because

was doing for the Cuban Govérnment.-

Mr,-Triplett. Bu£ you.were occasionally at

& '

Théﬁﬁitﬁeésl kbh3?Y;$hf
"M;.'ifipleéﬁ.}f$6 §og'a% 1east khew tﬁem?
'vTh; Witnesé;‘_l.kﬂeﬁ4some éf'them, yéah. Because |
_;hére?wéfefébiﬁaﬁy:béopléfwho had pieces éf:thé‘operatic
or whatever. - B o o - _ i

Mr. Triplett. So»did any of them ever complain

n

| , , o - i
The Witness. Wellﬁi,.at_one’timg, had'é; 
meéting with Fidel,léiétaff meeting,‘aﬁd;Fidéi toid
me,that.he4was going to close the caéiﬁos,m He was'
_géing‘to run the God—ﬁamnéd“gangstéré'oﬁ£’0f Cuba.
This is what he toid:me.- i
- so duriﬁq~therpr99ess‘bf*the ﬁimég tha£ IJwent |
 ALCERSON aééokﬂxs ccmpgNmch. ‘ o  ,, ‘ 3
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to do my‘inspections, I told alnumber of.the‘people/

whether lt was an . operator of the ca51no or whether

it was the management, you know, that was there, that

hey, Fidel is going to go aheadfand close the casinos
and so:forth}' They dldn t belleve it.
"T>Mr3 Triplett, Who dld you tell’

The Witnessy_ Well,NIucanisay one of them was

< A : <

,Santos?Trafficanteﬂone’tihe.' itwas at:the -~ what

Jthe hell ca31no was I at - and Fldel [ 31ster was’

there w1th thlS mov1e actor, John ——'the one who

played wild Bill Hickcock-—--SO she called me over.

~The younger 51ster. 'Fldel's younger 51ster. And

I sat down and Trafflcante came over and I got up
because I knew,he was one of the‘bperators‘of this

particular casino. . And so Ijgot.aside with him and

‘I told him, I said, Mr. Trafficante, I“had,a meeting.

with Castro and he said he was going toggo ahead and

natiOnalize all American business'interests and he

Was 901ng to run the God- Damned gangsters, or the

.gambllng operators out of Cuba.

- Mr. Trlplett Okay.
Who else did you tell this_to,'iflyou recall?
»'The'Witness.,_Well, I told a. Mr.'Hymie Levine ‘f

N,
e ¥

'iphonetic). He was there.' And I. belleve that's about

all'because very shortly,-a few days later,_naturally

| ALDERSOM REPORTING COMPANY. ING.
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" contact with them. When they were reopened again

- antil June when I left. That was it. Because I

‘left the 30th of June, 1959.

Page

195
#hé fhiﬁgs wefe closed.
Mr{‘friélett."When theyﬁe#eélésed, did any
”of»the.bhnéfs or'béerétoié complain to yoﬁAéb6u£ £he
closiﬁg? . |

The Witness. No.. Becaﬁse I'héd no further

I was seeiﬁg to.my duﬁies-élsewhefé;i”They were so
heavy on me,.that"ﬁy:inséectors ddﬁtinually worked
'throughou£~the casinﬁs, all the differenf casinos.
":M:; Triplett."ﬁow long were you actpally,a
-casiho:inspééﬁdr? | | | | |

The Witness. Well I would say from February

‘Mr. Tfiplett.'gwheh¥ybu leftifhe SOthvof"" | ‘1
June, that was sometiﬁe after the ten day closiﬁé
'YduféreQioﬁslyidésa;iﬁed? |

,.ihg;Wigngss}' §h,nyeah, sure.
iMf;.fripléét:;:Dd¥i;§ithi§vperiod of fivé'i»
or sof@onﬁﬁs thaé you"ﬁere_a casino inspectqr, did

“you have occasion to méke éhy deals with any of

the operators or owners of the casinos?

_The Witness. .I never made any deals whatsoever
with aﬁyone- None Whatsoéver.‘fBecause when I came

over here, you'must understand, my activities here did

ALMERSOM REPORTING CCMPANY, INC.
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n;t include doing anything with those people.' I have
ﬁolinterest in those people{

Mr. Tiiplett. bid you reéeive_any favors or
Qresents'frdm'any? |

The Witness. No. Never.

Mr. Triplett. Did anybody offer you any favors
or presents? | R

The Witness.. No;

I would not be in this situatioh today, the
way I am, if I did. Because I understand Fhat people
who déal with ﬁhem have_good‘connections,and I am,
throughout this whole thing with Watérgaté, in a
very very bad financial situation. All this publicity
since Watergate, with the JFK situation, have left |
me at a véry very bad situation financially.

Othgfﬁise, I have héd tremendous positions
‘offered me, but unfortunately because of the exposure
‘that I have received throughout all of this, it has
iaénied me really to earn a decent living. And if I
“héd mob conﬂections, believe me, then I would’beaéll
*righf.

Mr. Triplett. Have you ever heard of somebody

‘called Stretch Rubin?

The Witness. Oh, yeah. Sure.

Mr. Triplett. Did you have occasion at one time

ALDERSOMN RESCORTING CTHMPANTY. INC.
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of my bodygnards and I'saw a commotion right near

well, he' s one of these gangsters here and so forth

to kill me, they are going to shoot me." A

-over here, and he had two bags of money.f Ivsaldi'

_vﬂgambllng room-at the Casa Grande Hotel

'says as a matter of fact I am golng’to.take you with me,;

Page

109

- 107
to save his life?
The WitneSS. ©Oh, yes. lnnSantiagof :Yes."
_Mr; Triplett: aonhaia thatfnappé;?lu

The Witness. Well, I was in my jeep with some

the Casa Grande Hotel I stopped becauSe.I heard
1thls Amerlean raising a lot of hell and so forth,
land I stopped and I Jumped,out‘of my jeep betWeen
n?,bodYguards.~-These'were.Barbudas (phonetic){ o

I asked them what's happenlng here? Theyrsaid

*and.Rubln ls-hollerlng, you know,,"They are. g01ng f

‘@ .
Y s R

So I went over and says wait a mlnute,_like

'what s the problem here’-'

PN

And he sald look I just left the bu51ness

oo

did you steal anythlng, or what? 'He sald, no: ‘He

'sald'I’checked the slot machines.' They had a

So I told the Barbudas, I says 1ook ;E,I told

'him, look these people are not g01ng to k111 you. I X

yourknow; so you w1ll be all rlght 'fjj

So I told the - Barbudas, leave him alone;:”l am

© ALTZERSCN ?E CR FANY. INC.
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'yjédihg»to’faké*him"withvme{ And 1 told ‘him' to come .
ZLWith me, Whether I walked w1th h1m someplace, ‘or

j:took h1m lnto the Jeep w1th me., That 1s what I dld.f

'_WQuldibe,arn;cknamefb What was Mr. Rublabsfactual_name?'“

‘Rubin’ on occa31on after that9
?“ﬁiSLfr{éndse' o

»Iusaw h1m was when I got to Havana and they ‘came over
3to the Alr Force to see me because I tolacthem I was“,f{
;901ng.to'HaVaua, I wasvéolng to’ the Arr Forcer'iSo’

fthey came over to the Air Force to see me; And he,'
;brought ahother personrover to the A1r Force, whlch N

‘5wasQaIHym1e'Lev;ne.v*

Léuine”atzthat‘time?ut

‘Page

-, w'108

r

lnMr, Trlplett.; By the way, I presume Stretch

'Thefwrtnéss; T do not know.

All you know 1s Stretch Rub1n°5

HfWitné§SQVMStretch Rubln,'rlght.,j'”

Yo Lo e

i ¥

;Trlplett. D1d you subsequently see. Mr.«

-.’; o

‘,- Ll
L .”s,_,'

| The Wrtness.rﬂgésu;f

.Mr. Trlplett. fDid'he,iﬁtroéuceryouito‘any of

k4

' The Witness. Yes. .=

iRememberffthis'is'Sahtiago,vcuba. “The nekt.time 3

A

;.Mr.ffriplett;‘ Did,he.ihtroduce,yougtoeri

H__fhe‘Witness,:,Yes;@,

. Mr. Triplett. Was there any purpose for the

| ALDERSCN RISORTING COMPANT. INC..
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 introduction of Mr. Levine?
The Witness. Yeés. He was facinated with the

,féct‘fhat I wasian Américan officer with the Rebel

' forces, especially with Fidel. iThat day they came

‘aﬁt to see me, Fidel ¢ame in Withia.heliéopter and
he landed»and.Fidél séw'mefat a distance, and
@nafurally they were there to éeebme; and Fidel R
walked over with his entouréée and saw me and gave
'ﬁé‘an emb;azo, féu_know. So tﬁey:were highly
“impreséed, The facﬁ, you know, Fidel and here's
this American, a’Rébél.officer. And Fidel left
rafter that.

‘ Mr. Triplett. Did Strétch Rubin introduce
‘you to aanody_else?

' The Witness.. Well, from that time -- let's

t“see,'this was in January. Then remember I didn't .

 have anything to do with -- no, I did not have anything

't&;ép“Withfthétéambiiné é;;tﬁat time. Because it
gamgflgﬁet,# ;n FebruaryfT; o

. iﬁ“ﬁutﬂih Febfuéfy} whéﬁ‘Hymié did, and SfreéCh
*bgth;%;peyséidsl'a@“gpipg to introduce you to sbme

of thé;operatdrs‘whén'ydu identify yodrself'to them, v

ﬁhi¢hf1 daid bécausé'Ivsaw them at.casinos. So I am

‘not sure which casino it was. I saw them at one

:caginb and“natu:ally they'introduCed me‘to-ong ofvthe

ALSERSON RIPORTING COMPANY. INC.




i
i
i
1
2
-3
4
w
z 5
o~
]
v ,
w Q
~ .
P -
< 7
Nt
&
o 3
<
o
3 )
a
- 10
s ‘
F
= 1N
g 1
a
x
- 12
(_:‘_
- b
= i3
bt
& 14
[%d
ot
e -
g 13
IS} !
o 13
«n 17
o .
=
w 18
v
£ 1%
~
[
S 20
N
2f T
@5” 22
NG
23
24
28
i
H
i
1

DocId: 32252529

Page

) B | 110
managers Who was operating the place.
Mr. Triplett. Who was thaﬁ?
fhe Witness. I forget off—hand who it was.

So they mentioned, this is Frank Fiorini. He

'is Fidel's right-hand man. In charge of this. I mean,

| this is how this thing went around. So I got to know

-WBQ was WEo, you know, and I made my report when I

-got back to my office with Pasternita, because they

-really didn't know who was who and so forth. Because

‘many of the documents that they had concerning, you

‘know the ministry concerning the casinos, many of them

‘were missing. So we had to go ahedad and find out

who was involved in the Hilton operation, who was

involved in the Nationale, who was involved in the

-Capri, who was involved in the thing. You know, we

had to go in and try to make a list of these things,

of the people involved in the operation of the gambling

-casinos.

Mr. Triplett. Well, who were some of these

‘people that you do recall that Stretch Rubin and HYmie

;Levine introduced you to?

The Witness. I think one of them was Santos
TiaffiganteQ Let's See, at the Nationale I think

he introduced me -- who was the operator of the

INationale ~- McLeaney (phonetic) I think was the one

ALCERSTN RIFPCRTING COMPANY., INC.
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llil
? : at_the»Nationele.
2 Mr; Triplett. Whieh McLeaney?
3 The Witnese. Mike McLeaney. Hé.introdueed me .
* tovMike ﬁcLeeney'ahd told Mike who I was. And I
§ S| told Mike,;if yeh:donft'miQQtelling yourypeople'
B 6,hthatrifii,come herey_or erinspeeters.cohe'here, be
‘g 7 cqurteeus.with theﬁ beeauseuthie is.the'weyhit has
té 8 gothto,be-with»Fidel:' it'has got to be strietly
: 5 1egit ahd.we_are going to find out whethervyeurt‘
g 10. _s;ot machines -- well, there was no slot.mechihes -
‘é " | but whether your roulette machines are WOrking properly,
i 12 ‘whether your diee tables, there is no 1oaded dice. |
§ 13 .A11 these other thlngs that I 1nstructed the people,r
i 41 was 1ntroduced to, 1f I~was 1ntroduced by them;.‘V
% 13 yw“%ﬂn But they were 1mpre531ng thelr people that they , |
% 18 khew'me;: Espec1e11y%$treteh tell;ng them that I saved
i W‘ﬁhrs'life;vyohhkheﬁt’lIt'e one of those thihgs, |
é E': Mr.iTriplett.ﬁ_Didwhe introduce you:te ahybody
g I? 'eise tﬁat ;eu‘reealiéh} 5 o
$ ‘The Witness. He introduced me to a numher-of
yﬁﬁ,“_3 h ’er. Triplett. Cons1dering these people you
ﬁ? were 1ntroduced to, other ‘than telllng them that they
zé.had to keep thelr slot machines stralght -
2 The_W;thess.' (Ihterp051ng) No slot mechlnes now.

g ‘ o . ALDERSQN ZEZPORTING COMPANY. INC. . '
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1.4  Because Fidel‘ﬁever to1dvthem.they could do the .

2 slot machines.

3y Mr. Triplett. ,Okay,'that their_gamés'had to

FVGE

. be legitimate, whatever~they w§fe.'5

S 'ﬁ% The‘Witness; “Righ£._‘ |

6 I Mf,‘Triplgtt}‘ Other than that, Qhatf§th§r‘
f7_ _séfvices,-if any,»qid?y0u_p§rform—for‘these people?‘

g i . The Witness.. For what people? '

e '2},fo;}Txip}éttéffiheSEgpébple}vStrétch Rubin,

10 _H§mie-Levinefanddthgﬂpeqp;q‘t@ey‘introduCed you to?

11 'gff"f’Thé“WiEnes§} 'Wé11} I nevér performed any -

12 | servicesi for’ them because I represented the Cuban

13| Government. Everything had to be a set way for

”vthe,Cuban:éoverpmeﬁt_and thatﬁwaS'it;'
'Mr} Tfip}ett.- ﬁdw did you;first meet Norman
»5. Rothman?
- The Wifneés; There in Havana.
Mr.-Triplett. - How d;dsyéu ﬁeéﬁ_ﬁim? 
The Witnéss.. Introduééd byféiéhér é£retch 

‘Rubin or Hymie Levine.

)
"

‘Mr. Triplett. What was theuﬁatﬁré of ‘your

[ 8]
)

associatiion with Mr. Rothman?

)
[ B

Z'fThe Witness. 'Thé same thihé,ixiﬁtroduction,

N
»n.

: y¢u,kno%.¢ IlWas.gding td;inspécﬁﬁthé c&sino‘and

1 so fprth;‘

O S ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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1 | ;Mr..Triplett. Dpid &ou evef peffqrﬁ;services %
2’| for him at that time, or lafer?. - |
3 - FThe Witness., Perform services for Norman
- Rothmén? |
é” : Mr Triplett. Yes.
év 4 jThe Witness.‘ I never worked for these people.
g 7 Mr. T:iplett. Have YOu‘évér met Joseph
é 8 Shilm’o»n? ' ‘ B Tj. o ) : f i .
V: 9 _ v Tﬁe Witness; ”i‘dés't know Joseph:Shilmon. : i
'; I | iMr; Triﬁlett. Shilmon?
g 1 ‘ ThevWitness.-,Yqﬁ mean CommandantLSchmone?} 
f?’ 2 Mr. Tripleft. No, ﬁhat}S”not the man'wé ar;
ZE» 13 ] talking about. | -
'%‘ m o 1”HOW about Robert McKewon (phdneticfé;
< . » . S ‘ _ :
g 15{ -~ " The Witness. I don't know. The na@e sounds 1
-? 18 | familiar. I might have'read-it in’bdpks_or something
% 17, .ébout MgKéwpn; But I do not recall pe;sonallfkevér
o = o 5 g _
% 8 | meeting7ﬁiﬁg
e W | - Mr. Triplett.“Have Ybu ever met Dominic
- . i R A :
& W Bartone?
?éf ?41 . Mr. Triplett. When and where did you first
23; ﬁeet him? | | |
2 jTﬁe Wiéness. At thg“Air.Force Bé;e.‘ ﬁe came -
25§'to'the.hir Force Base. I think his peoéle flew in
i - - .
A

SLCERSON DESGRTING COMPANY, NG
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in an experimental aircraft and landed at the Air

Force Base and they were trying to sell this aircraft

- ‘;6 the Air Force. And I_pﬁt more or less a clout to

.it_becauée'l-said hey, What the‘he11‘aréQWe'going to

‘do with this big aircraft, you know. ‘Theywwanted

‘séme ridiculous amount for it. I think it was. a four-

“engine airc:aft; And that is how I met Bartone.

‘here in the:United States?

Mr. Triplett. “And have you had any associations

with'Bartone since then?

The~Wi£ness. No. . I met Bartone one other time

‘in exile, through the exile movement.

Mr,;Tripletg.w,When you say in exile, you mean

The.Witness. -Heré in the United States.
Pertaining to"eéuipménf necessary to fight against

vhg oL P

Lo+

‘Mr. Triplétt.‘T Yqﬁ ﬁay haveimet.him?

The Witness. I think I did one 'time, with .

fHYmie Levine. I'm not sure. I am pretty sure that

is the only way because otherwise on my own I never

‘had ahy connection withfhim.

" Mr. Triplett. So you were associating with

i H§mie_Levine after”youf return to.the United States? .

Thé'Witness. Oh, when I came over here I ran

‘‘across Hymie Levine one time, yes. Hymie Levine at

ALODERSOM REFCARTING COMPANY, (MG,
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' | one :time said this Dominic Bartone was;, I forget,
R I S AR R :
2

some offiée he had downtown br.something,'énd I went

2l with him atlhis.office.

i‘ ‘Mr. Tripléﬁt. Let.me‘maké sure I have this-
5| straight. o |

6 i* ." You have seen Hymie Levine éne time Sinée ngi

7 -came back and on that one time ‘he probably ﬁch you

20024 (202) S54-2345

! to see Dominic Bartone?

The Witness. I am almost sure it was Hymie

19 “Levine that took me to séeADominic'Bartohe; But
! now Hymie Levine, over the past years, I have been
i . - . . . . : . .

12 | “in touch with Hymie Levine and the reason for that

‘REPORTERS HUTIDING,‘NESUIMGTON. D.C.

a3 rié,'Hymie came“heré"from Cugé.himself and stayéd

e ‘here all thése.Yeaés.

13 ? 'Anq as‘é[ﬁéttGIIOf ﬁaqt‘Hymie LeVine'd{d hé?é
~ 18 va“stroké;ifAsia maﬁtef ofﬁfact I'todk_Hyﬁie_Levigé.,
w7 ‘ - ) .

“to ﬁy home. Hymie Levine had dinner in my home_ahd
T liked Hymie Levine. ' I liked him. He was a nice

fellow. A “nice old fellow.

ac6 T STREET,
a

I e Y e C L ’ L
N Mr. Triplett. Did you ever meet Sam Benton?
ay . Lo o o |
Zﬁ§§§’ I The Witness. I don't recall Sam Benton.
AN ‘Mr. Triplett. By the way, did Norman Rothman
23 | o |

ever offer you money to assassinate Fidél'Casﬁro?
The Witness. No.

Mr. Triplett. Never?

-

CALSERSOM RIPSRVING COMPANY, INC.
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The Witness;‘ NQ. Not to my knowledge.

;'Mr{‘Triplett;i Have'you;gyer'mét Charles Tourine? v

. The Wiﬁness;. Charles Tourine? ;Yes} one of
ﬁy'inépéc;ions of the Capri. ’Yes; :
" "Mr; Tripletf}f Once, brvmére thanjbnce? What
-was thglnatu£e'of_YOur,association with him?
The Withéss;i Strictiy casiﬁos.
er. Triplett.3-Have'you séen him sinée you
“peﬁurned-té'the'Uniféd'States,‘or talkéd to_hiﬁ on
~£he'§h§ne? o o
| uTﬁe~Witnés§, ﬁNo5wf

t

Mr. Triplett.  How about Dino Cellini over there

‘in Havana®? " . v o DT

The Witness. I ran into Dino.one time on 36th

! Street when hé was buying some. bread, and this is

‘going back a few years.
'Mx; Tfipiétt,  So you;Véﬁonlf seenthimﬁoncea
'since you héve'beén back ih the United Stateé?
‘The Witness. Once thét_; know of.
Mr. Triple#t;; Have ‘you téikea_to him on the.
§hone? ﬁ | o | | |
" The Witness. Have I'spoke"to him on the phone?
D%ﬁo_céllini? .I'dbn't.recall.--
| er._Triple?t3"How about Santo§ Traffiéante?

‘Have you seen or heard from him since you returned to

ALDERECON RIPCATING CTTOMPANY, INC.
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! | the Unitéd States? .
2 - The Witness. All of these yea?s'I-ﬁayAhaVe
'“3 run into ﬁiﬁ again on 36th'Stréet one'timei
3 'Mr.~Trip1ett. Was that an accidenfél meeting,
é 5% or-did‘you plan.tq meet him thére?
é' 8 - ?ﬁe Witness. Accidental." |
g 7 A'}' Mr,"Triplett. " Have you télkédvﬁb him-onfthe
5» 3 ‘~phoné?,. | | |
s : : : o
s 9 ‘The Witness. Not that I recall.
; ﬁGi _ o Mf, Triplett. .Approximaﬁely when was it that
g 1 jou.ran into—Santo'Trafficante?. |
? 12 o ‘ Tﬁe Witnesé., Oh; ghis was years égo.‘ I don't
g 13 'fecail‘jﬁst about what year it wﬁs. Gding back-many'
% L ‘Ye??sfégé-v |
i o S ; : .
% - 15 i ' Mr{ Triplett. How about ana;d;EdWa{d Browde;?
.g 15 f:: f'.TﬁéNWitnéss, I doﬁ't'récal}foo&def,-
% 17 wﬁ_: ‘;M£. Tripiett: .Joe-Mar01a (§h6ﬁeticf?
.g [ IR ';The Witness. I ran~into_Mafola.two or three
& ‘ , . ‘ ,
£ ) times. .
S . o -M£:>Tripiétt. 'Whep-did you firs£ mee£ him énd
2&%5%%27} §§w{3ﬁ',“ g '} X S L -
fé\ 22 “?hg Witness. I,dgp't recall, ;eally,'when I
Ziﬂ-Eiféé‘hétfdéé'aaégia. |
2% .MfégTriplétt. You do not ;eéalr‘whéﬁ yqu’met
25 him? .bid'yoﬁ meet hip_in Cuba or did_yéu mee him in
% ALDERSON REPCATING cémgg@mnmc..;
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1. the United States?
2 The Witness. Possibly I met him in;Cuba. If
-3 nétiin'Cuba} it had to be he;e in- the United States,
21l in the Miami area.
5.3 Mrs Triplett. How about Carlos Marcella (phonetic)
a8 The Witness. No. I never met Carlos Marcella.
2 7 Mr. Triplett: 'You never met him?
z 8 The Witness. Not that I know of.
CE Mr;”Tfiplett, Never talked to him over the
< = . : 4
E ”~; " The Witness. No. .
%] ' .
- 12, Mr. Triplett. How  about Sam Giocana (phonetic)?
[$+] .
g 13 'The Witness. No.
e Mr. Triplett.' You've -never met him?
& I A O PR '
% E i . ..The Witness. . Never met him..
:.: ”, . BRI v’,\"'- N - ;4 ; o T g '.""",i \ . o
R “" Mr. Triplett.: John Rozelli'(phonetic)? -
Y .The Witness.  No/.'never met him.
5 T : )
E '3 Again I will say if these people were ever
£ ¥ -inLCuba; went béck-during the time I was ihspecting
- ) . . . . N B
5 1 the casinos, I was introduced to several people, you
.:€§§§%% l~know.” And yho.knows? I may have mgt.these‘pepple,
& 2 o | e se |
Y=< I hello and goodby, and that was the end of it. But -
alh ' . g :
- | to my knowledge, today, I don't believe I ever met
23 o | |
- | these people.
25 ! . ’ . ' . . N
5 Mr. Triplett. How about Joe Rivers? When and

DocId:32252529
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' howzdld“you meet'hlm?gg'u{;,~

'akhew;',l'm going-back many'years'ago now.

‘liable to run into theém accidently, you know.
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; ety
» v

. ihe“W1tness“ 'InaCubau

3 Lty s
R o . [T AN BN i
W ' 3 > ' . .

* J w . » P : S

Mr, Triplett. Ahd'have you seenebr talked to
him sinpe‘you returned to the United States?

RN

The Witness.w I think I run into him one time,

’i‘poséibly;.

Mr. Triplett. About when was that?
The Witness. On the Beach, I'guess.} I don't

oy

iMr. Trlplett. Okay.

‘The Witness. And that was accidentai.i"”'<

“ﬁr. Triplett. This last apptoximateiytiiﬁer
_1§fpeeéle we talked about -- it'might beAmete;hif“‘
dotnot:have_thevexaet-¢ount-—— this last groupdof
:people.that we have been dlscu551ng, when is the.'
-lastutlme you eaw or talked to any of them?}??*{f

“The Witneee; ‘Years. 'Believewme. 'And'1788n't

-recall what’ year, where at or what. ~It hae:beeh.years.

“I go to the Beach quite often and that is where they

stay at. And.;f you run out to the Beachhyou‘are

~

RN

Mr. Triplett. You go to the Beach quite. often?,

'The Witness. 'I“haveh't been at the'Beachhfop

‘awhlle, you ‘know, but I used to go qulte often to

; the Beach Ce :

i ' -
B TR .
el :
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"r  :-Mrﬂ=Tfi§1ett. 'Havé:you evef had any associatiéhs
2 with'thé Dtug”Enfo;Cémenﬁ Administféfion?
2 | _Thevwifness; ‘Yes.'
4;~ o Mr.'Tripletﬁ; 1And'what~£ype‘of,agéociations?
'§ ;i | - "The Witnes&; .Wéll, whileii was in jail,‘juSt
5: é ?ﬁefqre Iigdt out of jail.onithe-Watepéate thing, I
% 7 ! “‘was in the Déde Coﬁnt§ jai1, where I got released here.,
»g € A friend of miné came to see me and w#nted to get in
B |l touch with the CIA. and I looked at him.and I said,h
‘gi 1 | you got to be cfazy."I aﬁ in jailﬁv Héw am I going
% E '*téhget‘inAtouch with the CIA for you? 'i"Said, £e11
i 12 é,me Whatfit‘is‘abgut?;  A
;g 3 ? ﬁe'said‘wéii}ﬂFfank, it is National security _
© 1| business outsige ‘the Gounery.
%‘wfé gi: MIAéafd'wélijfyéﬁ!é;e.goiné'to have to wait |
i» ‘é%'g@éilliwééﬁjéutfffﬁﬁibhisid’aifew days ‘I did get oﬁ£
: i7; hefe; So:wﬁen i aid‘get.outfhevmade contact with me
= | , o S
§ 8 qver at'my.héme. His name was Jérry Buéanhan;
BV Mr. Triplett. Jim Bucanhan'é brother?
- Er ~The Witness. Yes. Jim Bucanhan's brother.
Eﬁ?ﬁ%kezt-Jérry Bucanhan. |
fﬁ;\ = % So I made contact with a Mr. McVaine (phonetic). é
. : : : 1
z:: Mr. Triplett. - What was his first name? " Do you E
2 | » | ' ‘ : E
 lrecall? |
25 0 |

»2 . The Witness. ‘No. I forget his first name. Theréi
'! T R L ' ) .

{‘ . e .

. ) ) " . i
ALSERSOMN REFORTIMG CSHPANY, ING. . . ) i
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This bnly one McVaine becauseithat's a code name that

[ ]

'they use. There's only one agent that uses that
- 3|l particular code name.

Mr. Tripiett. iOkay.

4~

é 3 The Witness. And in the process of that,
t : .
5 making‘eontact.with McVaine, I got a-callifrom.the
§ }‘ASenate Watergate Committee, which I had te go'to
é 8g‘Washington, D.C. and I was questioned again over‘
S 9‘ the same thing just like I am going over the same
a . \
g Iablthing here,.the Rockerfeller Cemmfttee and so forth

~
'

ROPORTERS BUTLDING, WASHING

il § questioned me. And then finally the punch line. came,

12| have you been in touch with CIA since you have been
31 out of jail? Aand I said, yes, I have. Who? And I
said well;'it pertained'to National security business.

. So why don't youwgetiin touch with these people,aﬁd

R

T8 find out, you know, because I do net eVen.knbw what

'ﬁ”’7**kind of National security business it is. . I have

SR , : L _
X R : . . .

§ 2 not even had time to make the personal contact, you
=15 :

& ,e;know.

- 5

S 20

So I was lnstructed by the CIA statloned here

‘ that any of the Watergate people could not have any

,perspnal pontactlw1th_the local CIA stationed here.

“*. ARy contact with CIA would have to be done through
ﬂd ; . . ." . - . m . . , . . . e ) * : . .
‘ ‘Langley, Virginia. -So they slamed the door in my
25 b . ., c - - . . . N
face here.
‘.?‘a N _ A S o . . 2
sl , © ALDERSON REPORTING CCMPANY, INC.
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1 ~‘: 'So then I had to go through a friend of mine-
2| who I knew had direct contact with CIA. So i turned

3 v m§ friend‘§§er to{an&ther intelirgeﬁqe'prganizatiph'_
4% itpﬁmage'conté§t wi£h‘theﬁ.A L |

§ lS | ; Mr. Tripleti; _Whaf othér intelligence

: . o T |

a2 g ‘organiZation?"

% 7 | The Witness. U.S. Customs Inﬁéstigations.

é, 51; .;' Mf. Tfiplgtt.  We1l;'thisviéIVefy'interesting,.

9 Mr. Sturgis.  My qguestion was, have ydu‘ever had any
10 'éohtact'with the Drug Enforcement Administration?

The Witness. Yes. This is what leads up to

12 it.
s .. - oMr. TripLett.‘:All'right. Keepggoing then.
N ~The‘Witnéss. So'we”had,a meéfing with the

i1 agent in thb‘qar,vwhichfwasftape recorded and Mr.

REPOARTERS BUTLDING, WASHINGTON, D. C.
o)

1¢ Bucanhan was with me. And Mr. Bucanhan spelled out

I Aevefytﬁiﬁ§§”3lt had&£0§do with iﬁtérnationa1 drug

E 3 smuggling.

“ : R R TP s P AL . o
§-17 . So ‘I 'told ’thém, .I says, well, I am turning him
c:‘ ! . . ,
s 2

over to~Ydu people because that is'out'bfimy line,

D/W : which I .did.

g 2 é So a meeting was set upAwith U.s. Cuéﬁoms and
o | ' 2?§.the DEA for_Jerrj‘Buéanhan to do wﬁat'ﬁe had to do
o x 'v'wi'th;i;hem*.' And tha; is it. | |
2 :Mf.'Triplett. fgpd»is that‘tﬁe only confact you

b
1
Lot
i
t
|
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.Kenneth Bernste1n°

_éérsonaliyfﬁaVeahad w1th DEA°

’“"’“”TheWWitpess.ﬂﬁYes; Well,‘thatfand a few.other

x> LA A L Y
o
Y

thlngs.'7Bht”that %Efitlmore-or lésst*

Mr..Trlplett‘Q Well,‘a few other thlngs. hWhat‘

}few'other»thlngs?‘ Have you been 1nvest1gated°

The'Witness.\ No, not as an 1nformant because

a

: I am not reglstered w1th those people.qTBut there'are'
“hother people that I d1d have made contact w1th these -

]people; to work w1th these people.

o Mri Trlplett.g Are you“familiarﬁvith the namef'

'The Witness.‘_Yes:ﬂ
» Mrt»Ttiplettifténd vhat‘ie'vonthaesociation
w:Lth him? . . |
*}ThefWitﬁeSs@~;i_have_no'petsonaifaeeodiation-‘

with him. This is where JerrwaucanhanicoﬁeSfin

' because he*worked:on.that‘caée.*

,Mr.'Tfiplett;T"BefnsteinuwasAwitthEA?‘

: The Wltness.'fBernsteln, at the beglnnlng, wae"

‘not w1th DEA but because of the 1nvestlgatlon that

_Jerry Bucanhan was d01ng as an undercover agent for

4.

DEA and U S. Customs, this 1s_where Bernsteln at a.

ﬂilater date was recrulted by DEA and SO forth hXou'

would-have to?lo6k=at the':ecord«on thatﬂbecauSé I

‘was not too:muchinvolved in that. This was a Jerry
.ALQ AJ\NY!Mo
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:
1 ﬁﬁoahhén situation.
2 Mr. Triplett€>'Are yoﬁ‘faﬁiliet‘With'the name
3 Steve-Czukae?. . | |
ooy | hThe Witheée..,certainlih :Yesl
g S ‘Mt.'Triplett;‘ Ahd Qhat is;YoﬁfJASSocietion
a 6 or know;edge'of him?
g. 7 "fhe Witheés, ‘Steve Czukas is a u.s. éﬁétomsr
1§ 8 inVéstigator,h | | |
ST 1;;:i«:Mrt Triplett; ﬁIs4thet also the personu§oﬁu
:é 10 [contacted w1th respect to Customs’ ._}ﬁqug
§ ' ”The Wltness.,_Yes. o
a .' : , .
% i2 7Mr; Triplett. “Have you had any other deallngs
g 13 1. with Mr. Czukas other than thls one you related7"
E ‘e {ihengtnese,'fAny tihe'that any informetioh.—-
o STy o PR ' ST
% 15 é._y’es",,''I”":—lqa{ve,' pertalnlng to 1nformatlon~conoé£h wﬁ
; H"{Cuban?terrorlsts,fthat I feit ‘a lot of it_wéeédoﬁeA
= vl , -
ﬁ 7 by,Cuoan 1qtell;gengehand;so forth, in ordef;thgtﬂ
PR A T SN
,g '8 CIA"Goﬁld have a'haha iniitf This was internatlonal
&

E e ,That they would be advised of 1t through Steve Czukas.
S ) Mr. Triplett. Now when you talk about Cuban»
ﬁﬁgg%;?yI terror1sts, are you talklng about any Cuban terrorlst,

9%1 mvi or Just pro-Castro Cuban terrorlsts° e
| 23%“M .’_Ihe Witness. I am talking about‘thefgfofgqstro
24% Cuban!terrorists because I.aﬁ not aware of;elggthe
_25% ter?otists activity thetis.going'oh in this;eteai;
fiﬁ - B Attan;cn'~~w0?”\"foﬂvumxlmc i :

DocId: 32252529
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~who were Cubans,

|- was essential to .the Government,

‘.vpeople“to'Steve Czukas who'ln-turn,

_Castro is behlnd lt.u

/con51der Natlonal securlty to thls country.

Mbecause I

f.belng the 1nformant or anythlng llke that.

”7'see thls,

then they were on thelr own.

Page

125

.3ecausei13am‘notflnathat_businessgi’I anynot:lnrthe -
business:ofiinvestioations7or.anything like”that ato
the‘present;tinet« But any t1me I would gather some
'infd;na;;oh'thrdﬁgh frlends oftmine; like CIA fellows
| this_lnfornation;gif I felt that ;tu
-then I would turn |

’éertain_peopleTouer, make 1ntroductlons»to certaln

if they had to -

~go. ahead and take them to elther the DEA or ‘u. S

Customs or FBI or CIA He was my contact w1th»the
‘Federal Agenc1es to turn these people and the

1nformatlon over to them and I kept out of 1t.

"BECause'I malntalned to them[that much‘of.the drug-'

"hsmuggllng in thlS country here, whlch 1s slowly,".

A lot of the drug smuggllng

‘.has somethlng to do w1th the terrorlst act1v1t1es

Athat'has been}go1ng~on;here,

'So these,things T ‘am concerned of, Which'I

and
‘myself would not want to be dlrectly

1nvolved ‘in any of . these thlngs as far as, you knowf'

I made

i ..I

the connectlon for these people to go ‘see Steve, go

go see that sGet‘ln touchrwlth him,

NN

,and.

I kept out of it.
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m

fwagent or employee?

'Ciukaé,_he is a very influential man with the U.S.

~influence and persohailyzl like him{ Treméndous‘mén.

vtheaImm;grapionVandiNétﬁta;izatioﬁfService?

It was bgéause of all the attempts againstvCastro and
'my activities against Castro, which I did not know at

that time the American Government:did not want these

126

| ‘Mr. Triplett. Okay.
1Again,'why did’you use Steve Czukas as a go-
between?

The Witness. Because he had contacts with CIA.

,Mr.'Tripléttl To your kﬁowlque‘was he a CIA

The Witness.. Steve Czukas? To my knowledge,

I do not know. The only thing I know about Steve

Customs for many years and even though his capacity

is not as an official of that, but hé'hbldsvgreat

Mr;ATfipletig ”Are you familiar with Cesar
Diosdadé?v | |

xThe‘Witnésg.' I have heard*éfjhiﬁ,, I am not
sure if*I,ém f§mi;ia;'with hih.dr no£.  |

Mr;fériélégffi;Héﬁe.&o;‘héd any dealings with

- ) hat
1 > - L A LY LA ,'W-..'
+ . ¢ P

“_ The Witness. fyeé;
'7 Mrf}iri§1ef£f{"WhE£ type .of dealings was that?

The Witness. I had my citizenship taken away

frbm‘mé'in thevearlyv'GO's whenVI_came from Cuba;:

ALOETESOM REISATING COMBPANY, INC.
) Al
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‘ act1v1t1es to per51st. 'Se naturally,,netnknowing
2 thlS, the-E$veénnent.put'pressure'on me.‘
3 'véx wenf‘w1th Marcus Dlez Lanz to go to Guatemala
4‘ torspeak ulth President Ydlgeras'ln Guatemala. And
w n .
g; 5| ev1dent1y the Cuban Intelllgence Serv1ce found out
:i“ s that- Dlez\Lanz and myself were there and'we were»
'%,37 'earing dinner'and here iticonesrover the television
g ? in the dining‘roen,;iﬁrshoweddmyepictureeanddDiez
Z ‘9. .LanZﬂ picrure} that we were therelfdr the Unifed
z 1 1$tates, whichvuae4not'true, for.the United States
§ ” vauernmenﬁ;arranéingffpr bases in Guauemaiate invade
vi iz ‘Cuba.“ | |
g"m So that evenlng at our'hotel the Ch1ef
2 e I'Intelllgence Officer of Pre51dent Ydlgoras told
.% H>§ us that for.all.concerned, it would be much better
i ﬁ 1tnat_we leave Guatemala becacuse of the‘internatienal
im V "@réSsuredthat‘uae}gbinglenbeZOur preSence"there“andd
g w~‘.us'ta1king with President Ydigoras. So'naturallyt
g we left. | | |
S a5 ‘ ‘ ‘ _ R ' - A
o0 | Marcus Diez Lanz decided on his return trip
2§§§%;2?! tevthe Unlted States we would ~go by waylof Mex1co.
v'yéi.zzé'in order to arrange for his reentry,'or whatever
2?%-@? had to do, andﬁpeople he had teasee-ln Mex1eo,‘”
24& and I wouldlleave Guatemala directly to Miami}
2554 Whenyijget.to-Miami I was detained going through

B : . 0 ALDERSEM REFORTING COMPANY. INC.
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the gate at Customs and Immigration and they told

©

me that.I.would'have‘to prove 44'evidently my name

-

was on the black list. there, and}they”grabhed me, -

i

- took me to-a side room and-they'said-you'are going

é Sn to have to prove that-you'are an Amercian citizen.
§f~5 ' I said, you have" got to be klddlng.‘ This is my“

%. f Egssport,. Well, we can not accept it.’ They'vere?

g 8 ’;husting>my ass. »Excuse my language; That is exactly
< v what they were d01ng.' And I got very angry at them.
= . '

'g -W_ Because there was some Shlt in Washlngton going on

§ H ‘hecauseiof me and D1ez‘Lanz belng in~Guatemala‘WIth

2 ‘ . v . ‘

'2 | president Ydigoras.
341 . - so they told me, - they said, vwe.are ~going to

xsénd'you,back~to Guatemala, I says look i'am anﬂ

REPORTERS BUTLDTNG,

me to get a- passport I have to have my birth certlflcate

M.

“ I was;born»ln this conntry;and you bastards are not
B AL v

5. f' golng to deport me’ anyplace because if you deport me
] ' . M - N "

E o back to Guatemala, I w111 sneak in the country.‘ What
c ’ ’ » '

s .2

are you golng to do?} You are'go1ngﬂto have_to put

me- in prison.

itz They did. They lécked my'ass upa' nght here

in this Post office here. I got out 30 minutes later.

18]
in

13 ; Amerlcan c1tlzen.m I. have my . passport. In order for |

Well, they ldcked_my ass up. Would you belleve I

‘Then I had a series of thlngs I}had to»go.to on

il » o ‘ ALOERSON RESORTING CCMPANY. INC.
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* his etadk. And I said, ‘all you’ queers up in

.'Biscayne Boulevard at the Immigration there with.Mr.

'Goverhmeht, with the Federal Attorney, popped it out,

" he says well, Mr. Sturgis is no longer a citizen of
'c1tlzensh1p.
';Washington, D.C. in the State Department -- believe

*and I says, you, and I said if 'you fall 1nto it with

'a letter saylng you mean to tell me, at the stroke
'or a-pen, that you took ‘the 01tlzensh1p of ‘this World |
i War II hero -- I don't anW‘lf I'm a hero or not --

‘at a stroke of your pen?.

 129

Whlte who is the presiding offlcer for the Immlgratlon,

not know1ngly ‘every time I had to go there, the

the'United States. Here is a paper, a-document,signed,
by the Secretary of State taklng away Mr. Sturgis'

L

Well, thlS llttle Gulnnle (phonetic) here blew

fme, on reeord, on tape there. And T apologlzed to
Mr. White.hlAnd I looked at that Federal prosecutor
,#hese-queere hp there that you represent, and believe {
me, I wae‘eo upset that my la&yer was holding me down.
And I'ﬁeeQ'every filthywyord inrthe'lahéhage.:‘iake
my citizeh;hihaahEY?-.filegai. |

,:g:eohtacted‘Mr. George Smathers, Senator .Smathers,

Mr.'ématheré'céhtacted the Statewbepartment mnd wrote

He says, well, you know, documents are put in

SESSSMN BESCATING COMPANY, ING
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'l front of me and T justréigﬁ them. He says, is tﬂat'
2 right? He says‘then I, és a Senétor, somebody can
2l put a dbcumént in froﬁt of you énd YOu Will take ﬁy
) 4f éitizénship away from mé. He-#aid weil; no, it's
Vg 3vl,‘ribtllike that. And he saié, bulllshit'it is not like
) - - L L .
»5' 5.0 tHat.
%  ?»;.7 | ‘That is exactly what happgnéd. Well Senatof
g '53 Smathefs told mé;'he_Says; Frank‘;— édéked steék'for
SE 'ﬁé at his house Qith his apron on,fandféoéked steak
o : . .
£ ?O‘Tfér-he and Pedro Diez Lanz -- he says don't. worry
hg,llgfaﬁout’it. He_sayé; if théy do‘not give you your
% 22§ éitizenship baCk, Fraﬂk, I will pﬁt a special'order
:g 13 in.ﬁo thé'C6ngrgSSOf the Sénéte and you Qilllgét your?
f 34'.§;tizenship back. And I got it back eventually.
< - - L
,% 1S§§ But cah you  imagine the Sécfetary of State '
% M'igiéhing my citizenship away'andztﬂat,dirtylﬁastard,
i 7 when thé war‘was_going, was out sc:éWing while I was
% iy ﬁ;ghting:andvgiviﬁg.hy blood fér this cpuntry?
-é ﬁi,A ‘Mr. Rubin.. Okay. Now let's just answer th§
_ ‘é"x -qﬁeétions.u |
%(sgf R { | The‘Witﬁéss. Good. But I want it on record
: igecause'i am still hot at the Staté‘Department.
f??w f? “M;;fﬁubin.,xéool.off and 1et'§ §o. | |
s jﬁTﬁé"Witﬁesé.‘:i:got hot abéufvit., The more
23 i1 ;thigk"-.ab.qﬁt it.: ,' |
fé§ ‘5‘ ST |, ALZERBOM RIACETING COMBANY. ING.
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1960's?

.1960.

131

by "er,,Triplett; ‘Was that'early_1960!seorv1ate,:_”

' The Witness. I don't know. . It had to'bevearly_x

Z s TSR
; ; Mr. Trlplett. All rlght. |
S 6 o "The;Witness:' ThlS was before the Bay of Plgs.
: L - - ’7 . . .
§. 7_ Before everybody got the bases 1n Guatemala and
s & N;caragua. You khow‘what I mean? “Soiit had to be --
< -9 I would sayAexactlyIIQGO.
< -
. b o -
gﬂ,m E. - Mr, Trlplett.. Have you had any other
,Eh H ‘assoc1at10ns with the Immlgratlon and Naturallzatlon
ERR |
T Q" Servlce? ‘
g B ‘The Witness.. 'I.do not think ‘so. Not that I
« . recall. L
5 1?3.;“ : Mr. Triplett. .How about the United States .
Ex - S . - R : <
L Secret Service?

o

The‘Witness. Not that I recall

. . 0 v,
- - . . ‘;- .r v_,.._r-r.~ o ;’7 E . D
PO . oo ; PO
..40

©3nn 7TH STREET,

e 1 g AR TR
. P L R A A S I
@%?y Alcohol Tobacco ST T D e

o
L .t

. Mr Trlplett ‘hnd:firear@s;“

S -

The Wltness.; ﬁifééfﬁé:ﬁuf ATF .-

3

i
o .
!
i
1

Docld:32252529 Page 133

CLMPANY. i‘h

the_WitneSSQ No. NOtfthatlI recall.

Mr.iTriplett i Alcohol Tobacco andsFirearmSZ)

I mean they

Years ago,

'you know, because of my act1v1t1es against:Castro.;

,used to run' after me' years ago,‘you know, therATA;-—

iBut otherw1se not that I remember.-»if.deid.it‘was‘”
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'yearS-agovand I‘do not reeall}“
2 ,h:- '7 Mr. Trlplett 'Aside.from—you being'a police.
'.offlcer 1n Norfolk Vlrglnla,‘have you had any

aSSOC1at10ns w1th any local 1aw enforcement agenc1es°

n

The-Wltness. Here?
RN . Mr. Triplett. Here, or anYwhereAin the'oountry?

-7 " The Witness. Well here, organized crime -- I

‘have?Cuban’frienoé"of’mineﬁhatﬁraiﬁyiﬂand we_want to

¢
;00

20024 (202) S54-2348

‘know what’ is’}going” on. " And"in._ order to know what is

‘ SRS SR A
10 }going on}sﬁEihaQe contact with'everybody, you’know. o
1o Becausexthat 1§iho§:§e?p£ék?§§ ;néormationf- ‘

vi? ':7",11F0r inétance’t;i;:WFC;éorporation,what'ie_

13 ,éoing7on.now;thf9~big'inveetigatibn thathiefgorng'
kon now. Naturally the people, I receifed rnformation_

l-that these people were’ behlnd certaln kllllngs here } _W"

¢ 1 and we suspedt them offbeing Castro,agent557 As a
-

1 matter offfact“this Salvadoré;'however'you'pronounoe -
his last name, either his Brother or his first cousin

'is a top Cuban Géneral in Cuba. And this guy --

30077 STREET, S,W. REPORTERS BUILDING, WASHTNGTON, D.C,

look at me. Look at my bank account, andﬁhere this

iodirty baStard”come in-from:CubafintoLeXile and. the

P/ AV B T : S _ . _
S ‘*‘;guy is 'a millionaire, see. 1In exile, coming here, )

playing footsies. He's a ﬁillionaire. Me, I am
.dylng to make a 11v1ng around here. You know.' But -

j that‘ls_the way QQi,XPQ;anWe. They want to play spy

A -~ 7T L ALDERSOM RIPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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‘newspaper.

i
LI

and they want to play their little games. And I

get angry at the Government because the Government

“knows all thls ‘and the-Government don't do a God-
. Damned thing about it. And they run- around with
_thelr blg yachts and thelr Cadlllacs and people_

-'llke me got to struggle in this world

Mr. Triplett; Letfs_take a five minute

- break.

(A short recess was taken.)

' Mr. Triplett. ,Okay, letﬂs;gettstarted'again;i

At this point, Mr. Sturgls, we would ilike

'to just make a record of your employment hlstory
.from the tlme of 1952 when you got a discharge from

the‘Unlted‘States Army to:datea

‘Do you,have a record of that available? '

»The Witness. To-datele- let me'make thisi

ﬁffecord 1f my Attorney w111 look at thls also —-'1 ‘

have ‘this newspaper card signed by the Sherlff of

~9Dade Qounty...Show it to Mr. Fon21;

. 'Mr. Triplett. Letﬂthe record reflect‘thatl

Mrr-sturgis iS'showing’us anDade Céunty Public

:,§afety'ﬁepartment News Media Card indicating he

i§ a news reporter for Elexpresso, which is a

- -
.( . ’ ‘

The Witness.”,Spanish:newsﬁaper,‘yes,

+

ALOERSCN, RESORTING COMPANY, INC. -
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1 ﬁ _Mf.'frioiett. Okay. Why‘doaft 1 adViee you

2 ofawhat we know. o

3 — liﬁou'éot out‘of'the Army‘ia 1952?k

4 The Witness."Yes., | |
g"s - ‘:Mf.‘Triplett; And‘from '52'to 1954'you were
E é '*a@partKOWner and'manager of the Top Hat nlght club
“g- 7 "infvirginia Beach?
é 3 - The Witness. Yes,jsir;
o AR D Mr.‘Tfiplett._ Did you»have'any other em?loymentk
= o : . : - .
g 19 'Quringuthat peiioé.of '52 th'54?
é " . TheLWitness;' Well;”beforeuthat‘I4owned a bar
« o : : . ' . L : .
%_rz '6n East Main. Street. 'And'I‘am tryihg to remembervthe-
< : :
gli? name“of theibar;E But it 1s there because I had to
i 4 be reglstered you know, w1thbthe Clty, in .order to.
. : :
‘g '3 % have theyllcense.“ N
% 16 e .'Mtg Triplett;; AllL rlght..ni
: ? k After 1954 what dla you do for employment°
g '8 The Wltness.x I thlnk I worked with a steel
“E; W?vcompany bulldlng a gasollne storage tank Beth;ebem ?
ﬂ§ Zw._Steel bulldlng storage tanks.' T worked real‘estate.

2§§;@;m E; was awrea;"estate ealesmap 1arNotfolk.
ﬂﬁiﬁ 2 ? Mr. Triplett; ‘Were you oa'éalaried‘employment
| ln !in theSekjobs? | |
o The<Withess. I belieye éa;_yes,ﬁ
* Mr. Tfip;ettgitDuring.the yeat~1955, did you-ﬁaVe-‘
'% I o ALDERSCN Rspoﬁﬂﬁs COMP;NKINC.
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10
N

12

e

»)
in

of the Pre51dent of Panama Nﬁgfa»:

;did-have]his“name;ﬁgt‘

Page

137

135

occasion to be in Panama?

'ThefWitneee,v-l955?v‘i am not sure, sir. In-

1955? I ‘don't believe so. .

Mr. Triplett. Did'ybu happen to be ‘in Panama . '

at the time that'Pfesident‘Ramon'was assaesinated?
- The Witness; No,véir.#*
‘Mt; Trlplett.,“Yqu were,net?

The Wltness. No. " I did know --

'l;Mr. Rubin. (Interpesing) Now Frank, that;iéf"

what I mean. Whygdbnft'you jnet~answer'the questions.

The’Witness;n_Nq, IAwasﬂnot.ﬁ,

Mr.‘Triﬁlett;‘-Weil;tmyanextbquestion:is, whatn

'~_didiyou“knOW?,

” The”Witnese; 'Again}jthe'Panamanian exiles;""

;contaetedfmany of‘us;in.the Cuban Goﬁefnment»in'1959.
.‘One of the persons who contact me, which I found out"

71ater supposedly was 1nvolved 1n the assas51nat10n‘

e el
o u R
S

”f

The Wltness., I*forget h1s name rlght now. I .-

X R
R B '

¢ L

. . . % i‘ o ‘ K .': L o - . .-
Mr. Triplett. "Could-I.suggest Rubin-Mirrow?
(phonetic) .

”iThe Witness.ixRight.'.Thatiis the maan"

Mr. Triplett. 7Whepe_gid:youfmeetagubin Mirrow?

" ALDERSON REPORTING CCMPANY. ING.

' Mr._Trlplett.! (Interp081ng) And who was that? "=
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'{The‘Witness;  i“m¢ﬁ‘Rﬁ5iﬁ:Mirrow»in Havana;{.f
And‘I'é@:nog ;u;e whefhér'itiﬁag fhé Air Force Base
or not. Or:ﬁaybe in one‘of thefféstapranfs; I am.

' ﬂbtféure spécificailyftﬁe;plaéé{&ﬁerefl ﬁeﬁ.hiw,'
 Mr; Triplett. . Did you ﬁave.0ccaéi6n=fo.visit

S . .
1 : EEa B « . e
b SUoe o Ut

-.Rubin Mirrow while he was in prison? . ...
- RS O L T BT

~

”-;‘The_%i;hégs.  No. ,EﬁEMIikﬁggﬁhim'béfbré:hé'
géf-injéﬁ%é?g,was:é{qatterlgfff;éﬁﬁhesgéansqmébody‘
out to céntactlpg‘;o hg1§,him;géﬁfégg;of Prigon}.

.Mr;4Tripiééi,szﬁéagzsfii;{VPe;sbn?' 

‘The Witness. I do not remembéf‘whO*it Was.‘l
7w'Mr. T:ipleﬁt.f_waS.if a'mah Sf;woma#?

fhe Witness. 7A ﬁaﬁ. I‘think'ip‘Waé %'man;

-Mr. Triplett. During this séme,period-of time

‘Thé_Withess;:»No,;'

Mr. Tripleftg' bkay,ﬁ

Géi@g-back’ta_lgss,’isﬂtﬁéiywhen y§&°firé£.
_a#%ived‘i#?éub52  ‘ |

: ;ThéAWifness. ~Appfoximately;‘yes; o

The Withess: ‘(interpOSing_NQ; I was tréyeiing
back and forth.
“‘.Mr;-xriplétt. Wh@ financed'this'tréVei?‘

TheIWitness.

ALDERSCM REPORTING' COMPANY. INC. .

Mr. Triplett. Andvybu'remaihed'invbuba_thro@gh -

|
|
|
i

’ngsefwggéilike‘Prioﬂ_ Prio's group.|
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‘Guatemala, Panama, Hpndouras,fMexico, the Bahamas?

traveled during that time?

_to the United’ States

137 |

,Some was my own personal'flnance; bﬁﬁ dthers wéré{
'on1mon1es; yéu know, from .the group 1tself

Mr; T£iplett. Dld you ever have occa81on to
ménaée‘a'niéht club in Cuba?
| '.The Witness. 'Nevér worked with no night club
'in Cuba;7;§ev§r wqued'for;QQYbodY in;Cgba but fhg
'Cﬁban‘GOVefnmeﬁf; | |

Mr; Triplett. Okay.

And in traveling back and fofth,.what was
your purpose in traveliﬁg?“ ‘

The.Witness; St£1ctly to maintain contact with
the underérouna'o:gaglzatlon.' Wlth thelr off1c1als.

‘ﬁr. Tfiplett.wlNow'in fhe course of these trgvels}

you were in Florida, Mexico, Venezuela, Costa Rica,

The Witness. Yes.

 Mr;:Trip1ett.i‘Any Otherbplacessfhét you

The Witnéss: Néw York, Washington.
er}ijiplettngAhd_then“yqu'wefe still working

ih or out of Cuba through the middle of 1959. Is

~

that correct?

"~ The Witnésg;;ers, sir.
Mr. T:iéiett;,:whéh you left Cuba and came back

/.

'whgyejdiqfou{go:to work? .Or .

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.

139



1
2
3
3
\O‘ .
z 5
o~ .
| '
;’ » 2
@ é
—
~ ,
< <
< 7
o .
& .
S )
< N
o™~
s 9
c
= 10
e .
[l
BT
g.
= 11
@ -
<
=
a .13
=
a8 i
- S
< .
[ 754
e 13
o
O
m ’
= 13
=
w17
o
w18
CE
- e
E 19
& -
<
L
-

DocId:32252529 Page 140

i
i

what was your employment? -

,‘The'Withess.l'I had a company that was formed

" called Hampton Roads Salvage Company,

<_Mr, Triplett. Hamﬁton Roade‘Salvage éompanY?
:Thelwlthess,' Yes. o o |
Mr. Triplett. vAnd was that a corporation?
The Witness. Yes, sir. It was a Fldrlda
cbrporatiOn; | |
Mr. Triplett, _Who'were fhe'incerporatorsé

The WitneSs. I am'not sure. It is g01ng back

s0 many years ago.' But 1t is on record 1n Tallahassee.

i : ?, 3'-

Mr. Trlplett. Well as "a- matter of fact, Mr.

Sturgls, wasnot that Hampton Roads Salvage Company

< R
S e

1ncorporated 1n 19617

5, ‘_1»5 PR

<The Wltnesswf Wasfit ”619. Pos51bly, yes.

. '|

_Mr{fTriélett} Whenwyou first. came out of Cuba,
what'dldxyeu.do for a llVlng? | |
".Tﬁeiwltnese; I’tﬁing we-opeﬁed up a business.
‘Mr;‘Triplérr;  Who ie we?
7i§é WifﬁeSs{.TMarcue;_fearq and‘ﬁiSelf}jﬁ
o er;:lriplett.'~What'klré'ofbusiaees?

The Witness.‘ I thiﬁk’it,was'on l7£hﬂAvenue."f

We had an office{on'l7th‘Avenue.‘.Oh, wait a minute. .

I had an office in Coral'Gables,"impert-exportv

busineSs..‘That'is ri ht.. I forgot all about that.

ALDERSCN RIPORTING COMPANY, INC..
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1 .. Mr. Triplett. Aand how long were you in that
2 | business?

I The Witness. Not too long. *BeéauSe natural;y-

Fys

' when I had lost my contacts 1n51de of Cuba —7 becaﬁse
5 ;I,was-g01ng hack?ahd forth"f— naturally that was’ the
I3 Aend of the bu51ness.g Because of my connectlons in

7 dCuba. The fact that my pOSltlon 1n Cuba was totally

'3 *dieCanected So I had to go ahead and close up-

; .

-9 i that .office and close up that bu51ness.

“that husiness?ﬂ

- The Witnegs;--welI) Marcus‘and Pedro Diez Lanz

13 naturally were”in ekile.here; And belng in ex11e

14 here, ‘we contacted -- when I say we,‘sometlmes I

: was w1th'them,~sometimes I was not with themj—; they

18 |'were in touch with various business. interests in. the

17 4 Cuban colony.:fCuban husihess-intereSts.' Onewwould

'8 | be Barcardi. And then there were other -

19 S Mr; Trlplett. '(Interp051ng) One would be who"
7@", o The Wltness., Barcardl Rum. And they naturally

»gave'us money.

Mr.‘TtiplettQ You say"a co:popation;-'Whofwere K
ﬁ_‘the ﬁgﬁpie WHOZQéVe you theAmoneyé tTheicotpOratioh
2 doesn‘t‘give yoﬁythe.mOneyt
_:.f1~_;fpé Witnees;;yThat‘yodid_herhoech:himselfj

ALDERSOM REPORTING C MPANY;Nr
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personally. The owner of Barcardi.. cher,people

" who gave money, they'had-anuoffiée‘here and.their

main office was in New York, was thls .Cuban newspaper.

It was one - of the blggest newspapers in Havana at

that tlme and they came into exile. And, what's

the- name of thlS maga21ne, Spanlsh magaz1ne° " The

‘,b;ggest-one ln-Cuba.’ And they gave money to the

Diez Lanz‘.

And these are ‘the monies that we more ‘or less
llved on in order to contlnue our re31stence, you know)
agalnst the Castro Government

‘Mr. Triplett' So essentlally you were supportlng

:yourself by elther plannlng or carrylng out ralds.“

agalnst Cuba at that time? That was your source of

support?'

‘The Witness. Yes. = From the Cuban colony itself.

N

Mr. Trlplett. The Spanish magazine. Would that

jibe Bohem1a°‘ (phonetic).

The W;tneas;~_Bohemia.} Right{:

~ Mr, Trlplett._ Dld you ever recelve any funds

A

n%from the Catherwood Foundatlon°"f‘t‘f' '

rThe'Witness; nWho?-

Mr. Triplett. The Catherwood Foundation?

142
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'”Mr?'Triplett. Well,_ydur oréaniiation; or
were you awarevof:any support reoeiyed‘from themé
e The'Wrtness.. lwwas'not aware of it. .No.
"Mr. lriplettQ Then in Septenber;.l96l1>youu
1ncorporated the Hampton Roads Salvage Company’
:“yThe Wltness,[ Oof" Florlda.‘
Mr;.Triplett. »With.PedrO‘and Marous7Diez'Lanz;’
What was_the nature"ofAthat?bnsiness?,‘ ”
The'Wltness;, Well,,weutriedzto do some salvaoe
}Work. Buying andfsell%ng of boats and so forth

yAt,the”same;timejit was to be used in. the

oberatioﬂsiagainst?cnba.‘i¢y'

Fundlng for that corporatlon came from the exile
‘community . who dld have’oontact ylth ‘the Governﬁent.'
I, myself dlrectly, had nothlng to do w1th rece1v1ng !
the funds personally, ‘but the Dlez Lanz brothers did
recelyehthe fundS'whlch was put 1n,the agcount forr
H@métOn:Roads Salvage'Company;

'Four boats/were.bought. ~A~PC boat'was‘bought.

Another boat called the Qusa was bought Two‘moﬁﬁies

: !
and these boats were“used - prlmarlly thenldea of , P

the company, was: to be used in CIA operatlons.

gonsnumerous operationsgwhere‘another friend,of mine, a

My boat -- well, our boat -- thiS‘one moppy,'went

PHNYINC

DocId:32252529 Page 143
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11 Cuban, his name is Salvador_Garcia who worked for
2 | the Central Intelligence Agency, went on infiltration

3 - sdelY‘missiOns1to Cuba»and;so,forth. Thié“primarily

{ | was what the company was used for.

3 o . Mr. Triplett. Primarily for CIA operations?
6;-"~ The Witness. Well, let me say, primarily for

74 ‘us to make a living. Even though it was funded by

20024 (202) S54-2348

8 4 ﬁhe Cubah business commuﬁity, but’CIA had use of these

g 91 boats.
= ' _ ‘
g' 104 - Mr. Triplett. On a contract basis?
S ‘ ' -
a L The Witness. Anytime they wanted, the boat
%) N . ' . , ’ .
R o .- ' : . . .
* 12} was available., Plus we were available also to do-
= . .
g 13 the operations.
!: . 1 . . .
oo I "~ Mr. Triplett. Oh, they paid for it then? 1Is
o : . . - , : . 7 o e
€ !3% that yes or no? Did you receive pay_ for it?
g o s 2 %t C . Lo TN, e T :
Pt . ) ‘v/'_ e ) v'." PN S : 4 . .‘“ . L "
f ‘bg,'.ﬁ . The Witness. I have.neverfreceivedjany pay .
@7 from CTA. - i:f = -+ 0 ; o
g T A G, PR _
woo1§. C s R N ;
& Mr. Trlplett. ‘Dlg the_goppany'-- notjthe
€ | company meaﬁi@&fCIA,_bﬁﬁ‘tHé_éompany meaning Hampton
s 20 Roads%Salvage Company of Florida -- receive funds
Eﬁ?%fiﬂf fdr'these -
i Ty . . v
s -~ L X . o : : . N ' . :
= - 7 The Witness. (Interposing) From the Cuban
23 S ' ' o
i ‘business colony.
2 ' Lo : ‘ , L .
. Mr. Triplett. 1In other words, it wasn't
.~ I-contributing the services? There was some sort of
IR .~ - 07 ALDERSGN REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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' pay,from‘SOmebody?,

2| '~ The Witness. Yes. Right.>

T

EES BE _Mr; T;;p1ett,;fNow{yqu_men;iqnpd_a'boét named:*_'v

ROy . CM T [ ) G L Coet

41 the Qusa? : '“"."f o "ﬁfj')

. s -

S

T P S 90 R E
he Witness. . Yes'. [ <.~ g %

6 il z':Her;fffipié££;i ﬁ§w dit.i}:‘i..t_:c_;‘ét:tl"i.a"i‘:_nérr.\e? '.~

'?.-, f"‘f:The;Wit§¢S§f ‘Wéll?ﬁfﬁislfgﬁthéxnaﬁe, whénli

8 -ﬁgmptén.Réads Salvage Company bpugﬁﬁ the boat. I

-believe.gértrums was the sellér of‘tﬁe'boat and

Hamétoﬁ:koads_éélvage Compaﬁy bough£ it ffom Berﬁrﬁmé.
M£, Tripléﬁt{’fngi; Bgrt:ﬁﬁﬁ.iégaAboét dga;er,

12 iénft}it?.; 1 L ‘   4 ;‘£7f J |

-f3 N Thé'WitﬁeSE:"Biokérg‘““§ 

'..MrﬁlTriplqtt( Broker. So who was the previous

_—
Lh.

. owner?

REPORTERS BUTLRING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) S$54-2345

- THe Witness. I.don't know.  They would have .

S.\.

the records.
.AMr;‘Iriple;t. And it:had;thét”namé when you

__ggt'it?

300'7TM-STREET.

' ",Tﬁé“yitness;*'l thihkfsb;“yYeé,'A

- Mr. iriplett.f What did that name mean to you,

VeV E
(39 )

A

| if anything?
‘}5 . The Witness. Nothing. The'bbat~méant something
‘but the name does not mean anything to me.

| - Mr. Triplett. Qusa being spelled?

'ALCERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.

W
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I
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"The Witness. Q%H;Sfa-' ‘Quealg
Mr. T:iplett., Howvlong did the:Hampton.Roads
Company exist? |

. The Witness. A couple of years, I imadine,

'approx1mately. More or less.

er.»Trlplett. And were you involVed with this

‘operatlon in day to day act1v1t1es durlng that perlod’>

The Witness. Part of it, yes. Part of it, yes.
Part of it, no.. : B .

=

- .Mr, Triplett. Didﬂyoﬁﬂhave‘any»otherdgougges o

' The Witness. -Just what I told.you.
‘Mr..Triplett. 'What, from the:faids?

"The Witness. From monies recelved from the

business community in order to do 0perations; Which

ih particular this is one,typefOf'operation that we

did.

"Mr. Trlplett. Well now to make it very clear,
R ~ 4 .

fyouvrecelved money from the Cuban bu51ness communlty.

“To your knowledge, elther then or now, was the

~ . >

source'of that money somehow from some other place.
than the Cuban bhginessvoommnnitY?gfn
‘The Witness. Yes. Because the Cuban business

community had an assooiation»with the United States .

Governmentvonja very e;yyhigh_level. " With the

" ALOERSON RIPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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Marlona Artime who hatﬁrally'l.know;i The Diez Lanz

|| brothers. Dr. Louie Conte Aguerro. . Ricardo. Lauri-

DocId:32252529 Page
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éresidenﬁ of the Uﬁited S£ates WhichfWAQ;PxésidénFi N
 Kenned§;:direétiylwitﬂ'Bobby Keﬁnedy'himSeife be@;qse
Bobby Kenneay did £aké andirecﬁ héna iﬁ‘céﬁﬁféiling;
the Cuban operationS before and:aftertﬁe ééy‘Af Pigs
operatidh. 'Oh, Wait a”minute. ﬁefore, yeéh, and
;fter the Bay of Pigs Qberétion,»right. |
;;, My friehds; many of the Cubap léaaers; had.
personal contact'ﬁith“both‘kObert Kenﬁedy}aﬁdv£he

i : . i
S Y )
. ra

President, ¢

Mr. Triplett. And whq‘wg;ejthéée friends that

o9 R o

~

*

you are -speaking of?

The Witné?s;ﬁ.Wéﬁi;«1 am3éhre Diez Lanz and

e R

others beSideé thém;
Mr. Triplett.y.Pédfo“and Marcus? = -

The‘WithéSS. 'Yes.,'And others besides ‘them. !

*(ﬁhonetic);' Ni#élDiei;:
” Mr.[ifipiétfga Did y0u£#QWQﬂihaié Rye:(pﬁéﬁétic)"
af'thatitimeé o : R |
Théfwitneés;; Minola Rye?‘fYés.i
Hth.'Tripletﬁ; Could hé.be'one ofthésg'that"‘

‘was in’ contact?

The Witness: . Yes. Sure.-

. y , " ' i

Mr. Triplett. How.about Tony Varona? i
T o cne e . i
ALCERSON RESORTING COMPANY. INC. - o
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The Witness; Yes. Certalnly.

These- people had contact on a very hlgh level

whlch I d1d not Even though I d1d meet the Pre31dent

later myself. But they more or less, as far as

operational procedures Wlth Cuba, they were on that

level. I was not.

Mr. Triplett. After the Hampton Roads Company

dissolved, or whatever -

The Wltness. _(Interposing) Just faded away.

nght

Mr. Triplett. Faded away around 1963‘——5if my

flgurlng is correct, some two years after 1t was

“started - what was your employment or source of

income after: that°'17 ig@-.*;;?')fh
CET e T S

The Witness,_QSame thing.,FWith?the Cuban business

e

“

colony.. ', . ©. . o

”Mr;fTrlplettﬂg'How;long did that relatiOnShip

continue? .

The Witness. - For a number of years. Myself,

With the DieziLanz‘brothers, more"or less. He -had -

;other things .to do. Rearo,-l think went on'a'

lecture tour."Andfwe_Were struggling when we were not

ijgetting financial assistance from the Cuban colony. It

iwas aLStruggle, yOulknow.

Mr. Triplett. Did you,have'any other employment

ALCERSON REFORTING COMPANY. INC.

B
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“at that time?

' The'Witnessfs I probably dld Bﬁt’indoh't
recall spe01f1cally._ It is g01ng back so many years,
you know.A T could not nall down the~spec1f1c

employment I had at that partlcular tlme.' ‘But I was

'contlnually d01ng, I know,loperatlons ‘and agaln

rece1v1ng flnan01ng from the Cuban bu31ness colony.

Mr. Trlplett., Durlng that perlod of tlme dld

youyhave occasion to sell stories tovnewspapersvand”

‘magazines?

»*The Witness. At that time, yes.‘tes.'

Mr. Triplett. Do you recall which newspapers

‘and magazines?

TheAWitness;-Nothoff-hand; no.
"M%eﬂiriplett; 'haVe yoU”maintaiheddahyAihcohe.
,teco:ds;fog’thetperiod’otvsay léSO“to tﬁélb;esenéé‘
| Tiéhe'withess, Weli hatufally; when I did.go to

work I'paid my taxestwhen:I_did work. I paid,my

“taxes.  So I would have some records when:Ifdid‘work.
‘You'know,vl'paid my'taxes.‘
‘Mr."Triplett; So those would undoubtedly 1nd1cate

from W—2 forms where ‘and when you had worked wouldn t‘

they?:'

- Thelwitness, Yes.

Mrf Triplett.’ Wpuld_you,have thoselavailable, say

| ALCERSON RIPORTING.COMPANY. INC.
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"with you where you were working?"
kéthink‘my.wife does keep‘our récords fbr‘the last five
'iyears{..we may even have them longér.thah five years.

"Oh, vyes.

‘bettér accountant.

for them. . '

Watergate, you know.. . . o .o 0o 0 TEETEL

' Company that yéﬁfwdrkéd‘qu?; S CeoL B -

i " 'The Witmess.. Oh; I don't know. Some Jewish '

Alpminpm;COrporation? ‘Yes. They're off of Biscayne

“Béulevéfd and- 183rd Street. As a matter of fagﬁr

.they sent my work_fecofd upAﬁo the<Watergatgasirml

i h
i
o

148

for Mr. Fonzi at‘Sometime to review and just check:

" ‘The Witness. Yes.: Certainly.. Yés;“ I WOﬁld

Mr._Triplétt. Or  Mr. Gdnzales, if he is a

' The Witness. Certainly. Well, I worked

for Pan American, Pan American Aluminum Corporfation

fpt{é?great number of years.

Mt. Triplett. in'whaticapaéityé-v

Y. The Witness. I was a window and door. installer

‘Then I went into the Sa1g$:end 6f.thé‘d¢§artment.5

This is before“Watergate,.nééurally; And-thgn:““

‘Mr. Triplett. 'Who owned phe'Pah_Amgfié&ﬁfﬁg],"

Sk

ﬁéilow: iIt is.a}§ery-largeicompany.L Pan Amg;ican

igyes;igators“duringmﬁhé;Watérqate:triais;; §¢?;§éy

‘
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1 ﬁaveua_féco#d;
2 Plus whén i got‘out’of priéoniI worked forﬁa'
3 .friend b?,minejwho had-én‘equipment outﬁifl ‘HiS'L'-
4‘.ﬁame was-ﬁedrb Mértinez.‘&I workéd for himla éhort
g sw:pgriod’of éime until-he scld hié,equipment, |
5 6: l’ ‘fhén I went té,work:ﬁith é‘friénd sf mine‘éailed
§ 7 ﬁAlfredé-Navro (phqnétic)'who hade'Whose brothe;iaﬂd-
g 8  ﬁim had?tﬁgfffbuéih;sé;ééﬂﬁoagéjlélaﬁd here, called
g 9 Dbdge Igiand'ﬁgpaiﬁg.‘,And I 'worked for him for
e T R o TR
= 19 véWhile and then they sold pheif business.
é 1 Theh Ilwgﬁt;to @ér%f%ééin}for my friend Pedro
5 , ; , LT ,
%:‘Zr'Martinezg ‘When he sold his equipment he went into
g 121 the ég§ businesé'and“I was WOrkipg"With%him'in the
z i »éales departmeht of his egg busineéé. Then‘he'sdld
E'liq'tha#.u__ﬂ
x R
ivdé - And from the egg business ——';hat.is all dowp'
: ?7 tﬁerer ydu,kﬁow, in:theiéncome tax file.
| :E;, 8  Mr. Triplett. Then that will be va’vvailable"Afvor
:E e ?ﬁshto'chegk? | |
< T . R
s 20 ~° The Witness. 4¥¢swi<Surg;
zi%iﬁ;iT' AQdTif yoﬁ gén't.get thgm‘fioﬁ_mé -fvi;am’suyg'
f4 zszi‘hAVé those‘records becauée my(wifé’does keép;ﬁhe
lZ? 'fééﬁde/year afté: yéér. So-thefé;ié‘na‘p#ébleﬁ’tﬁere.
2 Mrg:Triplétt. Very good..v |
= You mertioned Manuel Artime —-
|
|

DocId:32252529 Page
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'MRR movement and w1th the funds that the MRR movement
“was getting from Central Intelllgence Agency, one'

of the.safe-hpuses;that;wefhad,Was on Brlckell Avenue,

“Cuhan exiles who worked for the Agencylandgdid not

"firSt piace they'would come to;"thekBriokell Avenue

"éefe house.

uOUt.OfZCuba working'for the CIA. To your knoWIedge;p

'waejhe'workinggfor.th

150

The Witness. (Interposing) That is Marlona.»
Mr. Triplett. Marlona Artime.
The‘Witness. Right.
‘Mr. Tfiplett.l You mentioned Marlona Artime as
~one of those that had contact‘with high éeople.inA
:the'govetnment; |

The Witness. Yes.

Mr.gTriplett;’ What eXactly'was.your'relationehip
“during the early 1960's with Marlona Artime?

The Witness. 'Well, I knew Marlona Artime.
Marlona Artime came out of Cuba working with the CIA.
He‘went.intO’Southtxmerioa and then he'came up*to -

~

because we more or less founded here in ex11e, the'

“

s T
v -

‘and Marlona occasionally came there to Brickell Avenue

‘because we used that "as an office. And many of the

work for the Agency, coming out of Cuba, this was the

Mr. Triplett.- Now YOu saY"Marlona3Artime"came

CIA before he left Cuba?

. ALDERSON REPCRTING CCMPANY, INC. o _ i
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oA RN . R
Yy . :

" The Withess. ' I-am.not.surée really. Because

: adain i‘Wil};séy:Iﬁdidghot_know_Marloné?Artime in

S L A .
came out of Cuba.

- When he~Eahe out of sCubd; I do not know where -

'he'madéfhiS'éontact with CIAtor theyxmade cpntaCt,‘

'Vwith him. Either in South America or here in'Miami.

“'When he came to Miami he was.under.the control
‘of CIA.
‘Mr. Triplett. fI see.

And the Brickell Avenue ——_yOu-QOuld refer té'

thHat as a safe house, at Brickell Avenue?

The Witness. Yes. . That is What'it-wasg°
> This iszwhere”Geraldine Shamma_had her little
;apértmentAin'thé back’up”oh;the séébnd floor. Becéusé

-downstairs'wés‘the garage. I do not know whether it

Vawas-a“doubleﬁdr_triﬁle:garagé;  It is still there on.

Brickell AVenue5tbd§y.

Mr. Triplett. You had, I presume, various’

'-meetings'tbere§} 17

 lTh§ Witﬁesé1;;Yes,> Alfbthefe;"jes.::f
A;Mr;'?fipiett;p And théf'ihciqded youféelffand_ 
‘the ﬁiéz Lanz brothers?

" The Withess,' Ieé;.'AﬁdAmaﬁonfhérsJ‘

Mr. Triplett. -Eduardo?

The Witness. N

ALCERSOM REPCORTING COMPANY. INC.
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'Eduardo never came there.' At
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REFORTERS BUTLDING, WASHINGTON, D.C.

2 'Because he d1d not have direct contact w1th us.
Iy Mr. Trlplett.‘ Well ‘he did in a sense have

é%htrol, did he not?

-

N

tn

6 i political aspects of the- thing. Remember, I was

7 military;

12 | a fairly important'control bver;fhe operations?

13 The Witness. IYes;A

14 - But that is people other than myself. 'For

15§ instance like Artime and other people;"They-had'»

18 1 direct control;ﬁith7hiﬂ; ' 1°did mot. -

g -23 " Mr. Triplett.-eBut.thé financing teo, was

9. dependent-upon the_political aSpeets;.Qere‘they nét.
10  w”v_'The Witness. Yee.; |

lf '.31 R Mr._Tfiplett.; So[in.that eeaee ae'Eid have

152

R least not to my knoWledge. Eduardo never came there.

The Witness. Weil,mthe_political. 'Again the .

5

@ ATy Mr. Trlplett. T see.
& : ‘ _
] : ) i - e o v
E 8 "You, I. am sure in many 1nterv1ews, both
@
E 19 off1c1al and unoff1c1al have been questloned as to__
& «9 ~where. you were on November 22nd 1963
: 21 '
€§$§%; ’ The Wltnese. ‘?es.

DocId:32252529

Al

“ie Wherelwere you on the eveﬁing offNOQember-let,f
.24 ' - L e R
2 The Witness. "I am quite sure that I was'here
Hin Miami.

o ' . ALDERSOM RIF ORTING LCM=QNY!NC
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r. Triplett. My first questioﬁ in this afea‘
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Mr. Triplett. On what do;you base that assurance?

The Witness: I really can not:say. I was here

3| on the 22nd --
+ Mr. Triplett."(Interposing)'The 22nd is the
5

‘day of the assassination. I am talking about the

& j'evening prior. .

70 ‘ Thg Witness. I'had,ﬁqﬁbé,here., I'had-tdfbe

20024 (202) S54-2345

o ot y S e, o ” e - " v
; ’ ) -”"' '*. D 2 » ce ’ . u_. + . e .
8 4 here. "=+ . e R T IR
N ,,'. - ! * A Y . " ot o8N " Ty \A,v‘ ‘\"

-Mr. Tfiplett{_;AgginK4; know in your own mind-
it is clear,fbhtwif'y0m3dan verbalize it, how do
i you know you had to be here?

PR 'The.witneés; Wéll; the‘only'thinng‘can say

REPORTERS BUILQING; WASHTHGTON, D. C.
o

; .is the withesses who have told me, fdf'insfanCé} my"
é% ﬁéther-ipflaw; my neéhew. Hé 1iVed with-ﬁe; My
15,—wife,'myse1f“andfi belieVe Jim Bucanhan, I.béliévé i
B 1§ Bill Johﬁson,fgecauée we.we;é invéived in gir
: T7 -qéeratiqﬂsdaﬁ that‘fime. | ‘
% iw. | Mf..Tripleft.‘ Aré yoﬁlsayingyou léter ﬂiécussed
:§ e i§‘withléll of ‘these people? o |
§ plel ‘ The'wi£ﬁes§,  Qh, wﬁen»ﬁhis'thingvétapted -
Eﬁ§§;;2¥ ~¢§ming,out, ﬁaﬁural;y, certéinlY'I“diséussed itnwith
v [ _ | . A S
&;\,n‘ﬁfﬁem.. Bepéﬁse‘l“had'toﬁput_clear in my ﬁind-where_ ‘

-Ilwas‘before.  I knew where I was that day because
I saw it on television. I saw‘it on television.

S . Mr. Triplett,(,Qid,yQpASee<it'wheniitfoccﬁrred,'or

R ALDERSOM .REFORTING COMPANY, INC.
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-committee to' take'a polygraph.

154

6f reruns?’
The Witness. I imagine it was reruns on.’
television that day.:

As a matter of fact when Marita Lorenz made

;lthése accusations. and I went to New York and I was

4frested by the New York Police Department, and I

'was released on bond, I immediately told‘my'Attbrhey,'

that I wanted to take a polygraph examination.

- In the past, I volunteered to take a polygraph

~examination with the ‘Watergate Committee, with the

Rockerfeller Committee, and vqlgnteered‘With every

i"; .

Now ‘here, witﬁchis,mégsftﬁat Marita‘Lorehz

r

~qfeatéd,'i'a5ked m&_lawyer;_l want'ta take a polygraph.

:And I did take a é@iyg;éph ahd;f'passéd the polygraph.

Mr. Triplett. Well, whénfyou say you passed,

you aré felling2us.that.the finding_was’that”you'were

‘not deceptive in your answers?

The Witness. That is right. And if you would

-like. to ask me questions of what I was asked and what

-my'anSWers.wére; I would be~very héppy-to tell you.

Mr. Triplett. Frankly I do not want to get

ﬂiﬁto a  second hand account of some otherxpoiygraph{

RPrS

The Witness. All right.

‘Mr. Triplett.

- ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.

.And“again,”juSt to:make our record
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‘before, during and after that particular time.

. . e -
Lot . ¥R o . S . N A%
P [
P i -
. - . ¥
. t R b 4 LY
Tt T - 5o L

clean,'I know Ydu haue;heenvasked'and'answered these

"questlons many tlmes before.x But\where'exactiy where

P "4,.
¢ 4 ';._,. U

‘were you. on November 22nd when Pre51dent Kennedy was’

assassinated?

The Witness. At myAhome at 2515 Northwest 122

fﬁstreet Mlaml, Florida, 21p code 33167

The'Wltness;' Yes.

' Mr. Triplett. What were you doing at that time

at your home?

”The;Witness.l‘Possihly:I'Wasfsleepingﬂor I

was in'the‘bedroom; sAnd‘i believe mYsmother-in-law

came, you know, and said“that there was some news

on’ the telev151on that ‘the Pre51dent was. assa551nated

Mr. Trlplett.,,I belleve”there is two hours

~time dlfference between Florlda and Texas. So that. . -
':WOuld'haVe made it about 2:30 in the afternoon;'on'

ra Friday afternoon. -

- Were you unemployed at that time? Why were not .

you ‘at work?

TheJWitness;’ I was againPdoing,bperations,

‘”Mr..Trlplett.d I see.
'Z.And who else was at your home at that tlme°-

“The’Witness. Just the people I mentloned ‘Itf;ﬁ

ALCERSON REPORTING COMFPANY, INC.

b ¢
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-Mr. Trlplett And that is . Stlll your hOme today’> )




156
_'Wés.my'héther-inflaw,‘my:nephew{;mfgWife, myséif.,

‘Ayd'as a matterxdf_facﬁ;inm'Bugaﬁhaﬁ»aid meﬁfibn tbq

[ %% AN

" me during all this'gxp@surerver‘Ehé JFK.aSSéésination

7'that he came over, he told ﬁe‘that he cameFOVerjto

Lt

.Eﬁé'hoﬁse that afternoon and that I left With himfthat"

S5KH-2345

6J"§fte?hoon; ;So there is é;pOSSiblevOutéidejwithSS-"
7 | other than my family who knew that I was there that

it particular day.

C. 20024 (202).

. Mr.. Triplett. - Jim BUcanhan?j'
e ‘ff; . The Witness. Jim Bucahhan}'yéé.'

" Also a William. Johnson, who was doing a series

SPASHIHNATON, B,

‘of opérations,With;me;‘ I»belieVe-that_heﬂcan7vefify“'
that‘Ifwés.in tqwnfbéfore and after the éssassinafiqn;.
. Mr. Triplett. .Do you know where William Johnson

! is currently located?. . . T .0 T e

L FR

REFORTCRS BUTLDING,

Yes,. sir. <He lives in.Miami today

i

* T

1§ - The Wi;ggséig

L

<
=)

—

~3

ygﬁd'heviiVesfoffﬁdﬁ;BﬁipgellwAYepuegiﬁ‘sanSusi Estates.

P L

>

‘I*do‘have'his phéﬁé_ndﬁbe;;this phonemnﬁﬁbe:ris""

-893—6013},”H15féddfe95_I ddnft.khOW“beéapSefI“knowf;  2

300 7T STREET,

how to .get there; you know. But I do have his address

"I in my ‘address book in my automobile. ‘It is no -problem.

If he wishes to have it,. I Willugivetit'tq'Mr.bFonii;. |
'Mr.fTrip}gtt."Now'ybu”héﬁefM¢ntionedgé'Eouple
-of times in other ansWefs,_thé ailegétidﬁs-f¢¢éntly“

made by MariﬁafLorenz;

W
o
LA

ALDERSON REPORTING: COMPANY, INC.o | S

‘DocId:32252529 ‘Page 158 . L



157
v J‘f -fhet'meVask you soecifically,bdldlyou, ln.the@
20 company of Marita Lorenz; LeonAoswald ana~others,
r3 grive tovDallas a'daylor*two before the assassination?
fﬂ"fv' ~The Witness. Sir, that is an absolute 11e.: Iy
g 3 have never been w1th Marlta ﬂorens and 051e,_as she
é' é i calls hlm, or w1th Pedro Dlez*Lanz,‘or’Marcus Dles
g 7,-Lanz, or Dr. Orlanoo Bosch “o;'&erry‘Patrlck whlch
g 8I she clalmed alr of us’ be51des soﬁe other Cubans, were
; 9 -in two automoblles‘and left Mlaml, Florlda two éays
a
gvﬁﬂ :before the assa551natlon of the President of" the
% A Un;teoéstates.F'She'is a liar.ﬁ I took a polygraph
@ ‘ C . '
%ﬂll-‘eﬁaﬁinatiOn to'that'effect that I have never been"
€. . : .
é 13!_1nvolved in any consplracy to klll the Pres1dent of
i 14 ;the Unlted States, nor drd I klll the Pre51dent of
= ~ . .
% 13 }thewgnlted States,:nor was,I w1th her at any tlme
& . ,na
'%! @'iponsp;rlng to kill the Pre51dent of the Unlted States,'
%, W'-nor;was I'with her in any automoblle w1th these people
e .
g 8 -or any other people golng to Dallas to plot to klll
L@ 3
:E 19 the Pre51dent of the Unlted States.};She 1§“ahjahsolute
S PR | Lt
’_ggf"ﬂ *?fhr.lfriplett;' Well not gettlngvlnto her s
| v 20
,Véi z gcharacter, whlch I am certaln you have very strong
23="emot10ns about, it is your testlmony then that that‘
}?i ;;igot:true? You never made such a tr1p°
23 e s

. The Witness"'NQt'qnlanot true, she. is.a liar,

3 T ot

!

i
.
i

f

| ALSERSON Rsaoe”'o COMPANY, INC.
DocId:32252529 Page 159
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‘and I believe --

‘ballas, Texas?.
4$%o. fhe-ﬁitneséaA I have went because of operatlons
,that I had been d01ng and. so forth traveled through
neTexas rnto Mex1co,'1nto Central Amerlca,‘ln and out.
.And I would say.yes;lsir, I probably have been through'

'not only Dallas} but other 01t1es in Texas.' Yes, sir;

.~or JulYﬁof"63} dld you go. to. Dallas for the purpose-

Aof purcha81ng weapons'> - . ‘~7ﬂ E ,'“', T

*ivstayed'at any"paftioniar instance-in order‘to‘buy-
fany weapons or anythlng in Dallas or anyplace in Texas.{

'transrenta

“llttle blt. Whether or not you”stayed in Dallas for

~t§e purpose offbuying.weapons; " pid yoﬁheyer‘gohto‘:

jVDailasito,buy weapons around . June or July of '63?

FaQE»lﬁUii:f

158 |

hﬁih .Rnbin. (Interp051n§)'No. Juetateilhim,li'*”
did you make the tr1p° - .
" The Wltness. No;. I.did nottmake the trip, sir.
Mr; Trlplettt” Verylgood;” Thanh.you. | | |

‘At.dny. time‘'during’ the'yéar 1963, were you in
B R b e BT S : o

R N T

PR e ' - : v
A e ¢

- §
i R

Mr. Trlplett. Now speCLflcally around June

The-Wltness,;“I hare ﬁé&er'been to Daliasfwhere

¢

Anytlme I went through Texas 1t was strlctly f1

A*Mr; Trlplett.h YOureapswer“beQSfa“queSt;onHa

|
‘The Witness. No, sir.. .

 ALDERSGN RESORTING CCMPANY. (NC.
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er;"Triplett.“Were_ycﬁ evér’in}én éﬁéomobilé
_Qi£h'Héhih§; éoécﬁ?and Ma:ita‘Lofeﬁz in'therFiorida;
géyg?, : . ,
5.Eh¢'w1#néss.;-ﬁo;»si¥;
'ﬂ¥. iri§iétt;j NeVéf?
~TﬁeTWitness;"ﬁd; sfr;‘ Wi£h7Méfi£$ Lérenz}»br.“
LQ;QEhabuBoéqh'andfié}ri.Patfiqk Héming? |
:  Mr.“Trip1e£t; JCo;;ept?
E-The Witneésg  No, sir.
Mr;/Triplebt. ,Now:youw'have mefitioned both

P ¥ TR
e o - 4 '

~Jerry and Jim Bucanhan 'in a ‘lot of your other answers.

/"'}'{* e i Y . - N i
. K ", : M s ,'.' RN - i . '_" N ‘é :“ ‘{A' L " LA . R o . ) M K
And ‘itiis .correct,’ 'is it not,that’ they are primarily

N [RRRC

'jéurnalistsvby“tfade?.‘Newspaper'men?
X S ‘ R “‘J \ e ; RS .

et v
V- ;

;w] TheZWiéﬂé;sﬁ”fP?fﬁéfii&:ﬂi&és,'sif,.l
L Mr. Triplétfl"And haVé YQuj’6h.ocbasion;
ip;dvidedi;ﬁemQitﬁiinférmgtibg_ﬁo'ih@drporétgf%p#6_ f
érti¢ie$} 6f wﬁighpﬁﬁéy;did inlfagflincdréGréte intoﬂ 

‘articles?

-.$hefWi£heé§;-deme‘_‘Yes,-sﬁr.

nHMf,'TfiPiett,‘ Ahd_coulé‘ydu;give'us;Soﬁé5*~

< Z 300 7TH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS ‘BUTLDING, WASHIMGTON, D, C. 20024.(202) S§54-2345
o

i?

NUIS
A
/N
(28
[ &}

| correct estimate.. No.

1
{
i
g :
1 o
1
i
+
i

ALDESSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
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“"+  The Witness. No,jsif."I‘couldnfﬁiéiVe‘youvé}

M. Triplett. But would it be a fair.

estimate on how many occasions -this may have occurred?

»

statement
e men)

n-ﬁofsayﬁthat ydq;have prvidéd'them.with infoiﬁafidn

!
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that they have used in articles on numerous occasions?
; B L e oo g o :

The-wiﬁneés.‘?86ﬁé;m’Séme”bf'#he értiCles they
used. Some. Yes. .Ifwon't éoyinto détails.‘~spme
iof_it¢7Yesf‘ | R

| ’,M;.;iriélefi._vAééffhisvwdﬁld5e-b6£ﬁ*aboﬁ£ ?f-'
Wéll'fi:st,-f'sbmé of this‘inforﬁation-WOﬁld‘have Seeh‘
 %5ou£;your anti-éastro aétivitiés? |

The'Witﬁesé;" Yes, éi;.

M;. Ttiplett; And soméfof.thé infbrmat&qn
iﬁ@uid'havé'béén'ybﬁr:Viéwé,fbr reéctiohé[fégarding h
:;ﬁe4ﬁﬁméroué'éile§atidn§~coﬁéefninéifﬁgJasééésinétioﬂ”
v9f>3re31dent:Kéhnédy?_;‘ | |

_Thé‘WitnessQ ”Somé;'yéé.::Becéuse7lﬁdo{ndt'
;@Qree with évefy#hipgithe newépébétAfépdrfers write;

'Mr. Triplett. Well, I am sure we all understand |

But you héVézé;oQiaéd theﬁ'dﬁ pcéasibhgﬁwitht;
;iﬁforméﬁion regarding;ybur vigws as'fo;thé assagsiﬁétion?'
- ‘ Tﬁe Witné§sf“;Yés, sir. | |

~Mr. Trip1ét§;  And the'allégafidﬁS?

7.:_The Wit@ésgh‘imhat;is iight:*: :

Mr. i;ip;ettgffwéuld it be:fafiféa‘séyﬂthe¥  S
gséﬁé-teéardiné'éaui Me§cal (phénéfici?i |
N ‘ihe'Witnééé; ;fes, sir;- ‘

-

'Mr.\Tfiplet?5 You have provided him with such

© ALSERSON RESORTING COMPANY. INC.-

. U e s y . F
- : T ey e L . KR Y .
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j( eiﬁfo:matibh Qh-eccasion and has.Subsequentiy,been_used;

2 in articles?
3 e The Wiﬁnese. Yes, sir. EVeﬁ'theugh'i dolnot‘
_ 3 agreefWitheeverfthing'he writes,iyesf'sir.

g s | Mr.xTriﬁlett;* And how eboet Andre& S#; George?A

‘ , . S o

5: s I :; e The Witneés. He is a lying son-ofeafbiteh.
.g lff - , ‘Mr. Triélett.' I dia not ask ebout his
ié 8 gcﬁafacter.’ | o

9 . © The Witness. It is not his’character; He is

3

a‘liar.

L -
—

Mr. Triplett.. Have you had occasion to be

~

interviewed by him, or have him ask you for information

‘Wthatfhas subSéqﬁen;i&jﬁeenﬂQeedweithef for or against

-
~ o

A-iéu-in articles and publications? -

‘The Witness. . I have never given this man

REPORTERS BUTLDING, WASHINGTON, D.C.
o a

—
O~

;information during°the.WaEeréate}triels;:and what

’Z T? he has wrltten about Hes assec¥at10n.w1th me pertalning
? 8 ‘to a number of thlngs, this ;s ‘why T say‘he is a-
& : ‘ .
é 19 lylng son- of— —bltch |
g 20 R ‘But in. the past, yes. Becéuse"in,Cﬁba?vheAWaéz
‘éﬁ§§?r2Ll ehere ae a”free—lance pheﬁographer;'reperter.and so
fr= 22§.fertﬁ’and he_was'in_touchvwith me. _Yes.veBut I4have”
721= ﬂ@t-seen him efter we_ieft Cuba.l’The‘iaeﬁ-pime I |
o Séw him was jusf before - the Watetgate thing.
25 I . n

YThiS-man'is ty'icel;oflsoﬁe of the news media -

t
1
{
| . - -
: ALCERSON REPCRTING COMPANY, INC.
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f .réportiﬁg; ‘And,i say some of them, becétse not all
o2 '9§'theﬁeare thét'wa§; |
3 ‘ . Mr. Ttiplett.,'So; you‘are saying that”from
,‘ ‘| at least June 1960 until the early 1970 s, you did
g 5 not see Andrew St. George?
Vo _
G “ ' The Witness. Not to my knowledge. In all those
g  3 &ears ‘I have not seen- ‘Andrew St. ‘George.
é § ﬁ%;ﬂ~”*Mr; Triplett:w“ﬁas he ever“tape recotd"eﬁ“"‘a‘:ﬁW
9-‘interviewwaithWyeuéi&giéth efi/T%Tf*5
10 'Tbe;ﬂitnese,a It is p0551ble. I don t know.

N "Ifm not sure. I de not thlnk so. At least I am not

12 -aware oOf it.;".; s fﬁfif'w T

Qll TEDING, WASHINGTON, D.C.

13- 'f‘Mr;ATriblettf Have-ybu télked with,himnoVer'
= ¢l the phone during that same period?
e c o
£ s - e :
g i The Witness. Yes.
‘iwj@‘”mg ' Mr. Triplett.  ‘How many occasions?
T ' The Witness. On a number of occasions. He was
[ I ) . . . . - . . .
b i ‘trying to -get me to sign a contract to write a book.
1 x ) . - N . .
E;_” And because of*my feelings of hieAuhderhanded ways of
< . .
=) 0.
‘ ;““'ﬁ 901ng about it and w1th h1m not wantlng to have my
T A
A tig;'fﬁAttorney look over the contract, I diad not sign a
:&@ 22 - ’
< “cqntraet with him. - So I‘blew the deal.
23 . | | L } |
‘ - Mr, Triplett. 'Now have you personally had
.24 _ ' . . §
. joccasion to investigate the various allegations
25 | o S o
- l-r'e_g_ar.dix_'zg_the assassination of John F. Kennedy?

3 ALSERSOM RESORTING COMPANY. INC.
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The,WitnessQ ,As much‘asbl qduld finapcially,
,ﬁécauéé again, ﬁyAfinénCial --‘£his thing'has not
come abou;\ﬁqt%l.gfﬁgr fhe Waté;ggtg»situaéioh énd_

—
d ’

‘my financial siﬁuatibn.siﬁcé‘Wate%géée'héS‘gompletely

s a4
4%

. destroyéd?ﬁe.L;Bﬁp}what'moniesf¥,did£have.and so

 forth, 'in buying certain bqokskgﬁd researching them,

a0t

“and alsoiobﬁdiﬁiﬁqffrsm;%;fé;déiéfwmiﬁe who at one

time did hé&é a cbnnection7with‘CIAiéhéadqéum§nts'that
 §hesé péoplé'haVé.shown me énd'giyen'ﬁé:»l have:friéd‘l
by-besf ﬁp shOW'thét‘there was a ling.betweeh‘ﬁuby

‘and OSwalé;.whichIWOuld'shQW'#hat‘theré Qasbé
conspiracy ?Q kill the President of.ﬁhe»United,States;

Mr. Triplett. Have you WOrkéd‘w;th, or

':vcoopératéd-wiéh Jack ‘Anderson in‘anY1of'these

‘inVés£i§ative efforts?

'Thé WitnesS;.'Well, whep you say worked, no.

T haVexnevérvarked'for,Jack‘Andersbn.

‘Mr. Triplett. Have you provided information

- to. him, possibly the results of your own ‘investigative

- efforts?

'The Witness. Well I would say Jack and I have
been in'touch over the period of yéars since I came

from Cuba. I met Jack in-WaShinétdh,»D.C}‘with

f?edro‘DieijLénz;'and'he was‘tryiﬁg to help us. He

;waéfbhe'df the#fitst neWspaper;peoplegih thiqudﬁntry

ALDCERSOM REPORTING COMPANY. INC..
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to;denounce FideI‘Castro‘as a Commnnist.’ Espec1a11y
w1th an 1nterv1ew‘that he had w1th Pedro. Dlez Lanz‘
and myself -

And also the fact that Pedro Dlez Lanz, myself
and hls brother . drove from Mlaml to Washlngton to
the.SenateVCommlttee:on --.I,forget'the correct’name:;
or theVCommfttee 4;‘bﬁt pertaining'to‘theqummuniet
infiltration in thefCuhan Governnent andfmilitary,
notlfylng the Amerlcan Government of the Communlst

‘1nf11tratlon,-you~know, naturally,'ln.Cuba.

~Jack Anderson}“over the perlod of“years has

"Beenuin‘tonch Wdth”me where‘it;pertainé“tp anything

that7éoes_on'in"Latin_Americafbeoanse I amia&are~of.“
‘it,'beoanse of myjeloSejoonneotion inAthe'Cnhan colony.
I am a&arerofvaﬂnﬁmher of things.that ooes‘on in a
-nnmber»Of the~c0untries; especialiydin Cuhaa

Where 1t comes that Cuba 15 1nvolved 1n manp

thlngs, I will go out to see’ my frlends who glve me

‘1nformatlon because we try to keep up to date Onvthe

Cuban 51tuatlon ln thlS hemlsphere. 'AndoJack.has

‘askedjme'certaln thlngs which I will not\éiﬁe‘Jack,

1
q | : N - .
) l‘\\“'i as a newspaper man, a lot of information that I feel
3 : - C ' '
| he should not have..
.2 . . R \
g Mr Trlplett./LHave~you@ever;grvenL-or passed
25 | . | KT ”%43‘wnimﬂ~fiﬁ“i?fda'i'i o .
“on~1nformat10n to-Jao .Anderson at ‘the request or
, ALDERSON RESCRTING COMPANY, INC. -
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17V-fw:.wth my frlends w1th the Unlted States Government 1n
" _ . _ , A

thlS area.-.
L “M Trlplett._ And your frlends.u You are talklng
20. - ' ' ‘ '
2 jabout CIA assets here, or the antl Castro Cubans‘>
2 BN A - ' L
- The-Wxtness.- I am talklng about my Cuban frlends
22 o ‘

Page 167
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'rsﬁggestion.of any Government Intelligence Agency?4
'The'Witness. No-7sir, I'haye?not-
:As a matter of fact when I .came’ from Cuba years

'rago, Jack Anderson thought I mlght be a good asset

~Mr;_Tr1plettL_ And why'> B

AHThe5Witnessl Because of my work that I was d01ng'

lwho had close connectlons w1th the Amerlcan Government

i'from the Pre81dent all the way down,-and the Agencres'dw

that were 1nvolved

"Mr;ETrlplett.ﬂ‘Nowyiwbelieyezl'askedlyou thi's

| ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. ING..

_ to the CIA and wanted me - to be 1ntroduced to' an Admlral.”d
;6'. who at.the time was a hlgh ranklng CIA offlclal and”

f?? I refused‘“ Because of my 1nvolvement here naturally.

8 :;;MrgaTrlplettlz how_walt, I,do.not understandh

’9s  #hé£;1r - : CoEs

»m | knyaﬁ‘refused-to;be introduced‘;;

vﬁ AThe'Witnessgx (Interp051ng) To a- hlgh ranklng”
:F?::CIA OfflClal who was an Admlral ' Had the rank of
fid;;Admlral at that tlme.‘j?—gi;5?;i;:5ﬁﬁ ~\u?ﬁ

,z-here that I did not want to. tell Jack of my a55001at10n,:'
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already, but ihjuat want to'make it very clear.

2. Did. you ever’ eondtct an’ rnvestlgatlon 1nto

~? : the assass;hatre%‘efxgehh Fh‘kenneéy°:"}

) | The Wltheee.u Aa;much.ash£-eould?oh my own,
57_5 'yohAknow, my . own flnanc1al etatus in the last number
) : - )
§' 6.f of”Years. Naturally, by talklng w1th frlendstof‘

g 7 ‘fmiﬁe:who-haveapast;CIA'cqphectrohs; |

‘g 8 -:?n','Mrf'Tripiett.'Was*ahy of this ever'ih‘

Q ‘5 ‘%eﬁnjdnetibn'With“ﬁ;4Howard Hunté o »

a o oo i

é 10 B ThevwitneSS.' No. No, sir.

.gf ey Mr. Triblett. Did‘you,ever do any investigation:
o] . : ‘ . , . , . A

12 into the assaeeinatioh'as far back as 196472
i@"'”“ h iThe,Withess. ”Well as far back as 1964 ‘this

.turm01l of the Pre51dent belng assa551nated naturally,

REPORTERS PUTLDING,.

5'5‘you~knqw, had a great effect on us here in.the~Cuban‘
B 18 exile eoiony. So naturally we tr1ed to go ahead and -
Z V _get all the 1nformat10n that we p0551bly could
g_ '8 . - And the 1ntormatlonvthat I have reeelved'was
.E ' that Castro‘s.fhtelligence Sertice'Wasvinvolvedfih
§h'm :>the’aseassination.‘ | |
zﬁ%%%%gx | er; Trlplett..‘And d1d fou turn that 1nformatloh
e ! L : .o .
M;<T?:;tover to the Warren Comm1351on at'that_time?,
23 .fThe'Witness. _No;'sirt The information that
S was turned'oﬁer by'my friends were'tﬁrned over to»a
25 o |

_the

Mr. Al Tarabuchia he South Florida area, and

‘ ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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also to the FBI_throngh friends of mine.
Mr.~Tripiett. What is Mr. Al Tarabuchia's
pOSition; or what wasoit at that time? .
The Witneseb'-I forget. i think he workedl—_
I couldn't exactly tell«you,theAcorrect'name because

'I could be wrong -and you know, I don't know,lbnt-he

&led work w1th the Government. Whether.it was

. 2 L
: Qq:h;( » M s T

1nternal éécaritQ, but we d1d know that he . had
somewhat of an 1nvolvement even before the Bay of
Plgs 1nva31on, you know. He-was a conault, let's
say, ‘for the.Government 1nzthlsvarea here.

And I could p0531b1y oo as far as saylng that
Mr. Tarabuch1 also was a person who mlght have been
in touch with-the Dade Connty, you know,fthe 10cal.
law enforcement agenCLes for the Federal Government
at that time.

’ﬁr} Triplett;_nYouneay'there was antinwolvement

by_Cuban Intelligence in the assassination? Is that

. what you said2ffl="

The Witness. ° Yes, sir..
Mr. Triplett. On what evidence 'do'you base

- A
t 4

. that?

' The Witness. Most of it hearsay evidence, sir.
Mr. Triplett. Okay.. What is the nature of the

hearsay evidende;_otherhthah"the concluSiOn'that it

ALDERSON REPORTING CCMPANY, INC. .
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"16é
was SOméhdwﬁinvqlved wifh Cuban inteliiéenée? In
21 what way? i | |
lThe Witnéés. :Well; whén’i séy>it wgs moét1y
Héarsay,»for-inétance, Oswald léft the:Unitea States =
59 easily to“go*into Russia,.when at_thaﬁiparEiCQ;a;
S time it was SO-diffiéult for any,f6rei§hér_to gé#

into Russia, and difficult for any Russians to leave

20024 (202) SS4-23u5

Ruésia; Here, Oswald had an easy entry ipﬁé RusSié;f
OsWala spenf gpﬁtgkimately fWo, tw¢;and.a‘ﬁaifiyéafs"
iﬁ_RgsSié; he'épeht.his time inlMinsk'ﬁhere théfe

‘was an}intelligenéé scﬁgol the?e‘fof.cﬁbéﬁ:in#gliiﬁehcé
pi 'pfficers."We bélieved at’thét»ﬁartiéuiéf”time;gépdi:;>

~13 _I:believe'until'thié“present day, thatTOSWaid'é'fT

Aigéntaét was with the Cuban Intélligenqe@Seiyicerbeé§QSe

REPORTERS BUTLDING, WASHINGTON, D.C.
&

15} of this school that was there.
16 | ‘

He left. Russia so_édsilY} takiﬁg,a,Rhssian,Wifeﬂ

S.u.

:whose‘uncle Was'a‘high‘rankingfinteliigehcé officer.
. Took "his child.that was born in Russia so éésily'and>
i came back:

20 L

© 300, 7TH STREET,

~ One or two people who‘haa an ass6éiatibh with -

'the American-Embassy made contact with Oswald in

_Vg\,‘f’ Russia, which I believe either work for the Central i
| Intelligence- Agency’; or they were briefed before
‘tdlkingfwithj95wa1d7 qr.brieﬁedfgftqr tﬁe.interview

with Oswéldi.'Again,“qgwald,Edmingfiﬁto”the‘Uni;ed L Lo

: e
g - vy . " L R :
i . ALSERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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Ta States,hihto the atea of Dallas and New Oorleans and
.i” Shiforth, the-Mahrahschildt's Cihsé relationshipA
3 _with_him,»which i suapected the Mohrenschildts was
3 ! WOrhing or had’an asséciatibn witthentral Inteliigahca
s | Agenc&? | “ ” o
< . : _
§ s ,‘OSwaid‘s contatt,with Cuban Intelligence Ageﬁcy__,'
§>>7’ é? that area, 'staldlébingtto Mexitotcity,_makihg 
Wél's, -ahntacttwith the Rusaianiahd‘gﬁbah Embaasy;tépendingib
s 9 fi§e days thera;‘ And if anybédy has been to Mexico
a - . e ) o o . o
z 0 city, you knbﬁithat;YOﬁijuEtgdoﬁ?tv}aYEatBund.Mexico
:é IT# city. It costs a“lotféfaghney. A great deal of money.
a o _ L e T ol . _
.%t'n .. . .And all‘theéé;-&ith‘séme“eﬁidenbe pértaihihgt
lg' 13 to this aSSOCiatigh;and‘the ¢oﬁhecti¢n betweenfRuby
;i '3 i and Oswald, with the é;idéhce'that Qas turned over
%‘ HJE to the FBI in. Dallas by 1nd1v1duals who had phy51cal |
% 18, control of thls evmdence, the FBI sent it to headquartets_'
:» ﬁﬂ; ;h Washthgton, gettlng a recelpt that thlS ev1dence
;g ﬁ | waa.put in.the'Nat1ona1 Archlves."And that .eventually
h§ lw‘1:Whén{the FBI';éth;hea;.ahd oth?ttpeop;e-;nvest;gatlng
g"'ﬁ_'m‘:"‘1_:I;1v}e'assa’ssiil:ly'c';l.-».t.':i._'c>nifihding'o‘u-t»ab‘_o\it this]évidehéé,
 2§§§%;2]{ Qént ta tha‘Archivas th:fihd thisievidénaa whiqh
g:\ a i linked Oswald and:Rubfy:thié evidence completely g
R ﬁ;éappeated. | B |
% ! ;‘ ‘-So systématically-oyet thevyears, manyhpeople- k
2 % investigating tha_qatf a1'§§qhive$ have fohnd that | |
E ALDERSOM REPORT! %f'CCQP;NYlNC..‘
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there is.evidence that. has been systematically lost
or stoleniqrvdesﬁggyedf‘_Bqﬁxthére:iéﬁrééordithat

this eViéeﬁééj&aéiéhé¥é; : o

b - Mr. Tri?lqttéff;:ﬁﬁdetStqéé whét you're saying,
MFL S?urgis, ;hat?§ou F;latedquigéw'fhe 5asic
:‘eVidence whigh has’been diécussed insvirfually
hunafedsiof books;tb aate; and thchié‘used.for' 

the premisgzof at 1éést’ha1f ajd02§ﬁ théories dn.who
ﬁés or may have'beén'ihvaQed,'and I:;till don}t
ﬁnderstand the connection'YOu‘use’£0'pﬁt this evidence,
‘to say okay, thatligdiéates to'me,'E;ankﬂstuxgis,

»that thére was 1nvolVément of Cubén Intelligéncg,as
lbppéséd toAany'6f afhaif-dozéh1othe;Aquential grpup$: 

:;;  j,i think my questioﬁ is, is'thére‘anything'

+ specific that indicates»to you;>abdvé’and beyond what

we already'have iﬁ the books; that yes, Cuban Intelligép
was iﬁvplved as oppbsgd?té other pOssibléx—- weli, I;li
aamit I am asking you t¢>§peculatet “

! wTheﬁﬁifnéSéfinnly'what I havé{tufnedque; to
jﬁhé Go§érﬁmén£:inftHé ﬁaéﬁ;. InfOrmétiég‘éﬁd.documents

th§t I hav§ turned over in the past, which they have

and Which»is.on record. That is theldgly_thing‘l can go}

by.
‘Mr. Triplett; AiI‘rightL There are just a

few more names that I gg;”téAask you about to.seefif'

ALSERSON REPQRTING CCMPANKlNCJ
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you have any‘knbwlédée of fhém,or hadlaqy asSoéiéfiéns
with th,entg.- _

Are'yéu‘familia: with a,Rich'Lauchi;,'sbelled.,
L;a-u-é—h—léifi | | | H
Thewifqess; Yes. -
‘fMt;:Tiiplett;'.Whehuand.h6w-éid.?pgafirst‘meét 
'him?:f—if - |
 ;The Wifﬁeés;ﬁbl do nbtlknoQYhOW I'mét~ﬁim, but.f:

I know at one time another friend of mine who has -

been a newspaper man -- his name‘is Yamas Montez

(phonetic)~*— Yamas Montez is a person,wﬁo:wasAin

close contact with General Wesson in the Dominican

| Republic, but'I won't go into that because it has’ .

-bnothing‘fo'db~with this.

o ‘MtfﬂTriplett; Your association with Rich .=

'Léuchli.

'Thé}witnéSS.’.And him and I took a trip'over‘

to Rich Lauchli. I think it was in Chicago. He

v_héd a farm,Ap:Jét his'homev or something in: Chicago,

- where we bought a number of eéuipméﬁt frém him.' And

n'o:gan%;atidng, I'm:trying to remember

by VEC L

o UL E S R -
the name of the organization. The ‘Minute Men

s N -

otganization. :And somehow-we:found, outj because -

R M . L It

ievidently‘they.muét have Sént'people into thislareé

here. ‘And'it:iﬁqu§ ’b1‘uﬁﬁgﬁiiomet,himfdownfhere in

ALCERSON REPORTING CCMPANY. ING.
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fhis area here, tryiné to go ahead and sell the
2 Cuban revolutionaries guns and equipment thatAwe

3| would need to fight against Castro.

+ Now I do not know how I met this man, but I
3 did meet the man and I did go get some minor equipment

4 i from him. Ffom this Richard Lauchli. And after

7 that I never had'any~more,contact with him.

20024 (202) 554-2345

5 Mr. Triplett. -That was during the early 1960's
S 9 _y¢ﬁ were talﬁiﬁéaasbat2 o A a
Q ' e N G
2 19y ‘The‘Wiihéségfﬁfeé.;f' :
hé iy Mr. Tiipiéﬁé{'-pid‘YOﬁ eve: hé&e’ah OCcasidﬂ’
5 2 oo - AR _ ,
%112, to meet a Mitch Warbell?
2 . . .
g 13 The Witness.. I do not recall ever pe;ébnally,
§'~ﬁEA'méeting Mitéh Warbell, but i héve §pokeniwith Mitch:
% i3 . Warbell. 'Aﬂa'Mitch Warbell séys heAkneW‘me i5 years
S T ) A 7
€

: 'ago, and I do not recall.

@1 Mr. Triplett. Well, if you spoke with him,
e S S - - ,
R ® || sometime or another you met him. Correct?
; 19 ‘Thévwifnééé,f Well, not personally. Ovef‘the_
s %0 télephone. . ..
a1 e mris .
e Mr. Triplett. . I see..
28 2 -ny . X . - . PR ’
Wﬁi"‘i The Witness. I don't ever recall meeting the
213l S ' o
' man personally..
24 : S : L . . : :
. Mr. Triplett. Are you familiar with a man-
25 i : ' . ] ' .’ . ' |
named Bernardo DiToros (phonetic)?
. o : '
T .7 ALCERSON REPORTING GCOMPANY. INC.
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1 ,The‘ﬁﬁtgese;the}‘*Iigﬁgaetf}ee;}l‘the name .
2 How dblyeu ptenouhce'that hame.again?‘ |
3 Mr.. Ttiglett:’ hiéérééz ;w;
3. The7Withess;?'Ne.
§ 3 “f’ . 'Mrt Triplett.'vHew aboﬁt»a man named Doug
i . : :
2 6| Gupton (phonetic)?
_g 7 ThefWitness;‘ No. -
é 8 i"' Mr.}Triplett.-'David Phillipsé
h: 9 | Thevwitness.. He is anothef'son-ofeaebitch;

Chief Of;Western~Heﬁisphere‘Division, CIA;."
3 - L M;. Triplett. 'Dtd you ever have'ahy,
<. aseoeiatien with:him atvany time?
‘@he-WitheSS; I honestly do not know whether
Iihet hiﬁ at the Embassy in Havana.: But;he‘waS'"

-

g‘egationedjat the Embassy in~Havaha, And if ﬁe?was

[OR.

REFORTERS BUTLDING, WASHINGTON,
o

' etatiohed there,bwhieh:suppesedly.he?was*wheh};7was

M.

S there}'he is nothing but a pro-communistvbastaiaf
&~ : . _ s
«l . . .

L 18 S e

£ You w1ll have to excuse my language, but this is’,
E W twhat I thlnk of people. I am—50vstrong1y ahtiffuw
< .

S .20

communlst and SO strongly anti- Castro, that these"

are the type of people that made a lot of my frlends

4

get kllled in Cuba for nothlng.‘ - !
23 o ' ‘
. Mr. Trlplett.A But to the best of .your recollectlon

:at thls point, you do not recall any meetlngs w1th him?

| Y
Lr

TheeW1thes§.~4;L$h:Ph111;ps? No. 

ALSERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.,

DocId:32252529 Page 175 - - T A L 'j_uu““ R O



1
2.
3
4
{
i l
3 S
~N
i
a6
~
s
~ 7
N
s 8
<
o~ .
S 9
:'.
= 10
S
=
g -
= U
;i :
By :
= 12
<
2
a 13
: N .
@ 4
.
-3
W .- 1
e 15
= |
[N
(%3
= 15
= .
RAEEE VA
o
1
“ 18
.
v
£ 19
o~
g .
S 0
~1
o et
7%

A

pot

» ~
- )

r»
Ln

DocId: 32252529 Page

- 174

Mr. Triplett. 'All.fightg ‘
Have you ever met'with.Jéhh Martino?
. The Witness. Yes, sir.
Mr. Triplett. When and where have you met with
him? SRR .;::5'f RN o

The Witness., In Havana, Cuba. ..

Mf.jﬁiiﬁleﬁtf And woﬁldfydﬁ'piease'relate-what'
occurred at that meeting} o:;théée meetings?

The Witness. ' Well, he came to meet me because

he heard about me being With‘thé'Castro‘férées and

,he'introduCed himself'towme and thatlwasiit, really.

Then I think'héfgdt'in,SOme‘trouble in Havana.

'And the reason why he got in trouble in Havana was

because he Was'black»marketing, séllihg.Cﬁbaﬁ money.

Buying and selling Cuban money. That is why he was
arrested.

And that is all I know about Martino except

'hebcame to the United States ana'I believe he did come

oyér to my housé at 60th Court at another time and.

$0 forth. That is the only thing I remember.

Mr. Triplett. What happéned.wheh he came to
your house? | . |

vThéAWifness. I don;f kndw} 3I ééid ;,belie?é
that hg probably came 6vef fbAﬁy'hoqséJY Beg?usé>I

had a lot of people-come;pver'tolsee,Pédro and myself.

ALCERSON RESORTING COMPANY. INC.
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“know the man.
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;My home on 60th Court was like, you know, the

. headquarters for our organization.

"~ Mr. Triplett. Okay. ' John Martino got. arrested
’ih'cuba,, You said you met with him?

 'THe-Witness;?“ﬁe met mé“in'Cuba;‘ Under what

.qircumétances I forget really, where I first met Martinoj

,in.CubaQ

Mr. Triplét£.  You do not recall'any purpose’

for meeting with him?

The Witness. No. ' He came to meet me. There

~is‘aulot‘of‘§eople"fhat came to Cuba wanted to meet me
becauée'I wasthe'of several»Americans who were with

'the Castro Gori11a>bedes;

-Mr.JTriplet£.7 Okay. Eut.youfdo nof reéall
» S : . :

the purpose?"Why’hefcame to meet ydu?

.‘The Withess,'fNo, Notlréally, 'Hé‘iust,wanted

to.meet me. I do not recall the purpose. No.

Mr;'Triplett.‘-Héve you e&ét-had*any*association

‘with Opus Dei? .

©  The Witnéss.: No, Not thdt I fecall. I don't

. .g,igf-fij'  : f;,‘“' 5
Mr.- Triplett. ' Have you e

Yo . ‘ ."f"" A . . Y -
ver been involved in -

an assassination attempt on, Fidel;Castro in company

AT s
« i
i <

with Lionel Gomez? -

The Witness. »I'knqw};ionel'Gomez; Myself persona

- ALDERSON REFCRTING CCMPANY. INC.
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no. An assassination attempt with him? No.

Mr,-Triblett;q”Have-you evér'planned an
afsaSSioation-Qith him?

The‘Witness. ‘Hé diécussedrit with'me,lyou?know;
Jand all that. “

- Again, you can talk about somethlng and unless

: you have got the fundlng, you can t do nothlng.

1

Mr._Triplett, ‘Okay. So he dlscussed it w1th

- you[and so{You.dréoUSéédiit w1th him, rlght?

The Witness. Well,-he diséuSsed it with me.
¢ Yy . .

I told him to forget about 1t. ' No possible way.'

Mr. Triplett;~ Have you ever been 1nvolved in

_ any operatlons w1th Joe Rabe11°

RSN
7

The Wltness., I don' t know Joe Rabell
Mr. Triplett. .You,never ‘met a Joe Rahell?
" The Witness. Unless he come ghdér a:differont

name.' No Joé'Rabell;

Mr. Triplett. Have you ever had any associations

_ with Cliff Childress (phonetic)?

ThevWitness; i_donft thinkfI know hfmi' The

. name is not famillar.

'% - Mr. Trlplett. How about Norman Diez (phonet1c)°
~The Witness. That hame is not,familiar;“'
Mr. Triplett. Now_ you already ciarified,your

response to the alleQa;ions of~Marita Lorenz.

, ALDERSON. REPORTING CCMPANY. INC.
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~woman's house and -so forth.

. -~ Ji - At e 4 — -
“ - /
o) Y . ] -
-t ar ' - .
1 7. v e )
1 N t : o ; . 1 7 7

The Witness. _ Yes. - . . . °

Mr. Triplett. At any time, to yourlhnowledge,

prior to the assassination of President Kennedy, did

you ever have any contact with Lee Harvey Oswald or

(.
k]

-0r your organization2

" The Witness. - Well, before the assa331nat10nt

of the Pre51dent of the Unlted States - thls 15

Pﬁ,“’

vwhere the conquLOn comes in because Jerry Bucanhan

Canadlans that was in. thls area.

p’nﬁr; Trlplett. The Jerry Patrlck group

;thé:record, are you talklng about the Interpen

WéﬁﬁgatiOn? o o 1‘ S s
The Witness. .Well, the group before he had’’

thteréén;;jThereJWaé a group ijAmericaﬁs that I;yedb

:;."'v,!,.:; N A R . : - . : oy e s
off of 17th- Avenue in some woman's house, a‘'nice" -

M

:And'Jerry;Patrick was -- I mean ratherf “
'ggcahhah‘was4part.offthis’group with‘the Masfererh‘

péople, And Jerry Bucanhan seemed to be a real n1ce

tkld ﬁe was a young”kid. And I used to tell hlm,
.look Rolando Masferer is not the type of people

ﬁor;yguvto beiwith:be ause;ig-this man_everfgoeeﬁto

179

rhave any knowledge of hlS attemptlng to contact you 3
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o
15 .
g @\,my own: connectlons and so forth that oSwald was not
;] . .
£ i9 49wn 1n.th;s area, at least that I knew of. That he
s .20 ‘was not down in thiS{area‘and‘that he‘tried to go
' tggﬂﬂ'Yahead andtinfiltrate our grOup and other Cuban groups.
gé\ a0 There was a student directorate group that was
p operatlng here also and they have made statements to
24.
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1 Caba, yoﬁ have the Cuban people that don't like him
2 | and naturally they are not going to like you because

3 of his reputation under the Batista regime.‘

R ;. ) R C el 4 T ) ’ )
LN So 'this is‘how “I''got to meet Jerry Bucanhan:
Si{ .. Now Tﬁﬁorgotfwﬂat,theiguestion was. ..
6 77 ﬁr. fripiett.ffWhether.or not there was any

7 Vapproach to you or your organlzatlon by Lee Harvey

ﬂ',

8 ]Oswald

s .. The Witness.. Oh. So with his brother, Jim

10 zéucanhan being-a'hewsoaper man up there at'the‘

1 g%hfsentinehaiéianortiLauderdale,vJerry'spoke to
T2'~me.one day;ana.mentionéd'the fact, after the

13 || assassination, hegmehtioned the'faCt to me, he‘says‘
14 nwell,.hensays'there~is a possibility that Oswald wasu
15 4.down here in‘this,area tryihg to.infiltrate'the Cuban |
13 ~e§ile groups here before.the‘assaSSination, Butathere'

17 | was nothihg definite; "Because I found:Out through

the effect, and also” to us, that there was a possibility

e . : ' ' , ‘ i
25 that Oswald ---now there might have been a communication

A o ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC.
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‘»there 1n

d;,pos51bly

i ln the area trylng to 1nf11trate,

_;p0531b1y

-anybody that sa1d yeah,

: or saw h1m 1n the area’ oo

[ o

"V;he had a- flght w1th

Datl e e

~g~that OSWald was ln thls area.f

DocId:32252529 ° Page 181 ©

fwhat he told me. '

;the tlmes and w1th the p0551b111ty

{golng 1n the Cuban colony,

A
3 ‘x,
L

'ﬁgap there because they had thelr group also down

New Orleans, you know,land that Oswald

would have been 1n thls area here._r

+

.;”So thls is- where 1t came about that Oswald was .

1n thls area trylng to 1nf11trate the Cuban

‘f'ex113 groups.: -

'1Mr. Trlplett.. Well -asideﬂfrom'the\wordﬁthat'

do you know of

I saw h1m trylng to 1nf11trate,

The Wltness.“ Well Jerry told me that he thought

hlm.;

‘»;er;‘Trlplett.«.JerryVBucanhan?“fzre‘

viihérwitness‘u-JérfYABUCanhan;’uwh-w'f

nMr.gTriplett. Or Jerry Patrlck°

i?The.WitneSS}_ No.q Uerrvaucanhan,;

Upon what dld

. /r.\--..; .

Trlplett..

hexbase;that?;Fyﬁ

1Maybe because of

Py o A
> F"

“'ThePW1tnesf f?I don't)know.:

L

P »._; ». PR . -
of ‘the lnformatlon o
. ﬁ . e

that there was a 90551b111ty

Y o4,
*, v.’» N ,19,"'1 . .
SvE ; "R ;

But we found out 1ater

‘)

that 1t was not so..
S M,rf-:

Trlplett. ndghodeidryouiﬁind'thatrout?:f

7~ ALDERSCN REPCRTING CCMPANY. INC.-

,‘was essentlally just around that he mlght have been a;vj’ff”
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The Witness. Through WOrdyof mouth. Through -
our people in the Cuban colony.
. " Not only. that, the-Federal Agents in this area.

You know, when the assaSsination'occurred, you could

iﬁagine, everybody in this area, from,the local police

'»department to the Dade County Sherlff's Department,

to every Federal Agency 1n~thls area here, was on
alert d01ng thelr ownﬂlnvestlgatlon 1nto, you know;
thls assa551nat1on. poang;therr<OWn'pr1vate
;nvestxgatlon, 2And We couldAfind~nothing in this
area. . | .

~And Iithink,tHeICIA'boys.in;this area at that -

timelwere*askedwahont'Oswaldfbeingtin thiaharea’and‘

so‘forth;,'Becanse“many»of'my friends again, for

instance line Salvadore Garcia, who worked for the

' Agency and who gave me certain documents to turn.

over to the committees and so forth that tried to

show the 1ink between Oswald'and Ruby, aléo ~n“like

’-I>Say, there was no way to flnd out. No proof You

, ggcw, strong proof that Oswald was in the area.

K er; Trlplett..'Let-me ask*youy you know, I have

trun through a lot of names and I have got a few more.

.The.W;tness, ‘Go ahead.

Mr. Triplett. “Have you ever had any association

‘or ‘ever met David Moralez (phonetic)?

ALSERSON REPORTING CCMFANY, INC.
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‘aiso was known as Elino (phonetic). He was a Mexian

American.

‘put in my mlnd where I heard the name, or if I met

Fthls personr4

' How do you spell that last name°

to somebody in New York that had some name that

' started with a‘"P“‘on the,end of that. And I'm not

'fAt ‘that. tlme he was- an elderly man.;g

‘;;lw“ Mr. Trlplett. _Who‘was thls‘pereonvyoﬁ were

A 181
The'WitheSS.AhDarid Moralez? That sounds
familiar. I don't recall off-hand. It sounds familiar,

‘ - Mr. Triplett. It is our understanding that he

~?” Z»TherWitness; Like I say, it sounds very familiar)

There is-a p0551b111ty. 'I‘m'not<sure and I canYt

Mr. Triplett. All right.

'HOW ehout a Giffrey Pinchot?'

The Wltness.a Is that how you pronounce 1t?
_M Trlplett. P-i-n- c-h O~ t.

The.Wltness.f P-i-n-c-h‘o-t?_-I‘m not sure.

I'm thinking again. with Alek'Rqarkxintredﬁeing me

© e

sure of the phra51ng of the name. Ah’elderlyAman;

ihtroaueed to in New iqu?
: - The Witness. I'm not sure really who he was.
I.am not sure, really.

BN s . oo

Well,.wes;theréfa}purpose‘for

M Trlplett.

vDucId:3225252§ Page 183
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introduced me to a lot_ofrpeople in New York. Not

" being a Rebelyoffiéeffin CuBa.7“

*gge“monkey? I'm not sure. Belleve me, I'm not sure.

{'But I know who he is. I think maybe I did meet the

’not a frlend an acqualntence that I know by the name

'of Mavarett1 (phonetlc) - As aematter of fact he shot

i T

‘have w1th h1m°:_

182
t@e introduction?

< The Witness. Nogerealiy:;:Begause Alex

&“lot,.ﬁﬁﬁfa’num§é:lef4ped§ie iﬁ:Néw3§ork. Because
h§ wanted to intro@ucegthemﬁﬁo;me because‘of my

;% - Mr. Triplett.‘vHaQe,ypu ever{met‘a Ricardo
gorelez?j‘

T 'The‘WitneSS.. I'm not sure of ehe name; :I'm”
ﬁét sure of it. |

Mr;‘Triplett;T.Rieardo‘Mpraieé; The‘nicknahe

:qgula'have'beentEiméno?;3"

aide
o vl

'“fThe'WitneSS.v”ElmOno? Oh, the monkey’. Moraiez“

-ﬁbnkey. Moralez is the. one who is in Venezuela. He

’WaS“the'One“thatmgot in a'fight with another friend,

Mevarettl;_ Mavarettiﬂls in prisdn’ﬁoday._*
Moralez is the guy that is in Cuba today. I

thlnk he is Chlef of Alrport Securlty there. All.the

‘Cubans know who he is.

A

M:. Trlplett.' What, if any, aESociation.did you -

ALDERSON RESORTING CCMPANY. INC.
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'J' -The Witness. I don t know really, 1f.11had
u?,:‘any assoc1at10n w1th thls man or not. .I ll'be
3 5 honest w1th you.. Because he has ‘been involved in so

many thlngs. Andeagain, you know, unless I'm close

> S w1th them, you know;‘ifftheyfre'friends”of.mine._
‘ nE ‘ ; el [
2 6 But thlS man here, I may havé run across hiﬁ.in“the."
S 7 ,past, met him in the past.
g &4 .. ' Mr. Triplett. Have you ever had occasion to
<$ 9 .germ”a'churoh?b
'gf'm' The Wltness. ‘Yes. Right.  Independent Church
g ' : . : : _
£ M 'of God .
2 ‘ . o '
= e ~Mr.”Triplett. When was thls9
= - s . i . e .
g 13 The Witness. ‘Thls was before Watergate. My
:'"u“"lntentlons of thls church because of the nature of
¢ e
= i
% ‘34 ‘me belng w1th the spe01al 1nte111gence unlt,il-felt
B
, ol L : , ‘ S . o
N = ?Q Athat once;15w0u1d be,-you-know; after these;particular~
L O§erationsa“1 Wanted;%o Qofaheadfand:raise funds<and‘
= = .
“ ' .
E '8 “put m1551ons 1n certaln Central Amerlcan countrles
. Nz R - s god i :
o §,19f»or South Amerlcan countrles fom the purpose of helplng
. = ‘7';' “‘ . - .
' gj:mflthe poor people 1n that area. ButuI never got around
21 ) L
i !to 1t because I went to Jall and” that flo ped
ST ;
. E’S Qi t . ’
9.2 9 1 ' ’
G Mr, Trlplett So:the‘purpose of this church
o o S |
‘1-.‘was to ralse money'> .
. 2‘¢ | R a0 ) ; “. ' . ) I
e -The Wltness. Yes. I would have to go ahead
25;! . -

rand have a fundvralslng campalgn. .And Inwanted,Jlm

Lo T
i o T ,
~‘,ﬁ , _ . ALDERSCN REPORTING CCMPANY. INC.
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MbCord to~hé1p'me on that because of his cohtaqts‘

b

in Waéhiﬂgtpngn

| Mr};Tfiplétt. Well, with ;espe¢t to-thié chﬁrch,,l
gg:e.you’or ényibfﬁYQuﬁifriéﬁﬁsdeVerfofaé;ned as
;iﬁistéfs?ﬁﬁ T

- La

:m The Witness. Well, the church charter had,

Héw doAyOu‘say,fi;{wasuférméd,ypéfegif you.wapted to
Aqﬁdain ministérsf“yduVﬁanﬁofééiﬁ'miﬁisters'for fhe.
-é%rpbsé:pf,'yéﬁ knaw, doing exactly'what I $aid.

| ”Mr.vTriplett;‘ Who chartered fhe church?

. The Witness.. I did. I formed the charter

3a§d-chértergd5i£ with'Tallahdssée;b*Aanody dan‘do

that.. -
" 'Mr. Triplett. I understand that.

But'wés there  any affiliaéioh with'any other

"0rganization?

‘-The Witness. No. Strictly on my own."StriCtly‘

on mY,OWn{' It was my personal thing.

-V;As q;m§ttéf16fmfact,vif‘i_eVénget in the:

‘financial situation, I wish to form:ia new organization

to eithéﬁ'do7the same fhing);if the money can be

‘géised through:professional adve?tising and professional|

find taiSers, to dé the same thiné. You'knOW,'helping
people having missions, to help people.

Mr. ?ripigtt; . Now -when I~fir§t asked you the

| ALCERSON REPORTING COMPANY. INC..
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1 qﬁestion about the church you eaid>because of m&

2 FrEIationship‘with the special intelligence unit.

3 What unlt were you referrlng to°

-

4:';f@ The Witness. The unlt that was formed by the

a _Se Pres1dent of the Unlted States and the unlt I belonged'

Yo

261 to, ‘and - my other three companions. The so- called

S 7 Plumbers.

$ 81 "% Mr. Triplett. Let's take a five minute break.
g 9 (A short recess was- taken )

z 10 o MrzuTrlplett; A1l right. Just a few more
&N ! questions and we'll be dOne; Mr. Sturgis. Let me

« : S v : - ¢ )

* 12| throw one more name at you.

g 134 B”The.Witnees...All‘right.}

'i 14 ERANES Mr,.Trlplett.v Do:you kndw,‘or have"you ever
Lose

% 15 met a Franc1sco Rodrlguez Tomlo (phonetlc), hlS

= e

IO ) ’ : i

w18 n;ckname is E1 Mekicano?

@ 17 The'Witness, Yes, sir.

E '8 Mr. Triplett. When and where did you first

e ) T : o ! ‘ - 5 ’

E | meet himz

s W " The. WitneSS.' I belleve I et h1m probably one
gF?_ETI tlme 1n Cuba .and 1n ex1le here one tlme. fAndﬁthat s

% Ve = o ' ‘
o 2 2';, E ; ’ ' '
AN about it.
- . Mr. Triplett..  And what occurred, if anything,
at those meetings. '
25 . N . RN o~ .

Thé Witne8s. Well, he, was in a Cuban restaurant

. ALCERSON RESORTING CCMPANY. ING.”
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.WEen‘I,ceme by-aressed'in.his-Rebel ﬁniformb .He wese

vhere'fn:exile, w1th his beard and I ran across hlm,

. and hi, and so forth That's 1t. No;conversat;on

That's it.

‘Mr. Trlplett. Okay;'

NETRS S

‘Who' is Janet Mann?
-The-Witness.‘ My wlfe. Her name Was Janet'Hunt.
She marrled a Mann, dlvorced and naturally I married’

E i

h er.’
 Mr. Triplett. And who is Lora Norris?
_* The Witness. Who? .Lora Norris?

U Mr. Tripiett. Yes?

*;;”7 The Witnees; I believer§ou_are talking ebout

-,my 51ster 1n—law.

er; Trlplett I see;;

')

.The Wltness. nWho is the s1ster of my w1fe.

[;Mr; Trlplett. And d1d the three of you have

~ N t‘.

Voccasion to form a corporatlon at some tlme?

_The Wltnegsi‘ Oh yes.a If I m not mlstaken

w
X

it was’thelohnrch{ oIAput them aS»offlce:;.of,the

;chﬁfoh;‘;

,Mf,_?rip;ett. I see. ﬂSo the three of ybﬁ“

'fofmed the church, at least on paper:'>

Were elther of them actlve at all 1n the

vformatlon other than belng 1ncorporators°,

ALJERSON REPORTING CCOMPANY, INC.
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The Witness. No. Just being on there as

_names.

s

Mr. Triplett. I see. ‘Was this prior to‘YOur

mérrying'your‘wiféﬂiénét?w T ~yﬁ; s
The Witnegs; I don't know. You will have to

Gheck the dates really. .

Mr._Triplett. Well, I think you'séid'you-have

_béen married for quite some time. When did you form

éhe church?
X Thé Wiinegs;' I fé:éet. .No, i»thihkuI-WéS~ U
mér;ied at ﬁhat time. | |

 'ng.;irip1étt. Well}_if I told you that on
'the incorpofatipn'pépers the §§me i§ 5ane£‘Ménn fathérn
;pah:Janét Sturgis?”‘ | |
- 'The’Witness; Well théﬂ,-it hé§4to.be béforel'
_Ilwas ﬁaﬁ%ﬁéd;i" »

'erf_TripIett."Ali right. Let me get this

4.L6ré ﬁ6£fis is Janet's sistef?
-"Thgiwithess;“'yes; |
“Mr{ ?xiplégt.’ So{the_tw01sistefs and;yourself'
;ncqxborated theAéhurcﬁkbefOre you'mairiedvdanef?
The Witness....Yes. |
'ﬂ M£. f:iplétt.' Did you Havé any - ~-- 1e£~mel

change that a-1little que{?gu,eyér_met or had any

ALCSRSCN REPORTING COMPANY. ING.
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188
Qealings with'a'General-Biddle?
ThévWitness.' No, sir.

- Mr. Tfipletf;'Alifrighﬁ;» I don't éh}nkkl have
éhy-furthef'questions ;t-this'time. You_havevbeén"
very, helpful in answerlng thé:questlons éo far and
i know you have brought some 1nformatlon Qlth ?ou.
Rather}than putting that into the record, I'wopld~
,sﬁggést, could you make.it available to my_
%gvéétigators fgr édpying_and ana1ysis fdx‘use in:
éﬁfzinVestigatioﬁ?. : | |

Ana:also it is.cqétomary}when4we héVé hearings‘

‘before the éomﬁiftéé,;at.the'conélusidn df the7
questionlng of a w1tness, for the Chalrman of thé
Cgmm;ttee toitgll the,wltness that he-haS'flve ﬁlhdtes
i?iﬁé.wisgés,.ﬁo:mgke"any%statement”oh;ﬁhe”fécord: ' ‘
While this ish‘tva‘heéiing,.1,£hiﬁ£Aitxis'a.
fair ?qsﬁbm'fo fdliowand if’§Qﬁ'havé"ény.briéf
_siatement*you_w§nt incorpbfatgd into fhe'recofd‘aﬁ
“this.timé,'féglffreé go.state‘it."' »

‘Thé'Witﬁess, ﬂNo;V Sati§fiéd_Qi£h éliiéhé »_50'1 4
qgéstiéns;_A ' | | -

'{é fj;I,wdﬁld }iké;télﬁiﬁé qbpieé‘téer. Gaé£on Fonzi -
ééﬂMr;gAL Gpgzalgsﬂpértain;ng to“tﬁiéiinformatién
wﬁiéh {é ébbuiiMagitéiLdfégi.?;

‘Mr. Triplett.

Thank

ALDERS ﬂ~'a==ORﬂwc COMPANY. ING. S ; .
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